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Panchayat leadership helps Bela Gram emerge as first net-zero village

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Bela Gram in the Bhandara
district of Vidarbha region
of Maharashtra, India’s first
net-zero panchayat, was
highlighted during the
Mumbai Climate Week
2026 earlier this week, re-
flecting that panchayat lea-
dership plays a vital role in
shaping localised climate
action and combating cli-
mate change.

“Climate change is first
felt by common people in
daily routines; in the food
you grow, water you fetch.
The impacts are visible
when it affects health. So,
for us, climate action be-
gins at home, when the
panchayat guides, people
participate, and change
starts,” said Sharada Gayd-
hane, the sarpanch of Bela
Gram, who led the initia-
tives to make her village a
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Maharashtra Governor Acharya Dewrat at the thrse-day
environmental conference '"Mumbai Climate Week', in Mumbai on

Thursday. X/@MAHA_GOVERNOR VIAANI

net-zero panchayat, ie.
with zero greenhouse gas
emissions.

Bela Gram panchayat
planted more than 90,000
trees during weddings and
festivals. It also advocated
for a smooth energy transi-
tion from smoky chulhas to
LPG, installed solar panels
at homes, anganwadis, and
panchayat offices. “We also

promoted waste segrega-
tion at doorsteps and
achieved the vanishing of
single-use plastics,” said
Ms. Gaydhane, who was
twice-elected sarpanch and
is a recipient of the Vasund-
hara Award for climate
protection.

Bela Gram became Mah-
arashtra’s first net-zero vil-
lage, receiving the 2024

Rashtriya Panchayat Puras-
kar. Ms. Gaydhane, in her
blue saree and fixing her
glasses, said, “Waste can be
converted into wealth if
thought properly.”

Stories of resilience

K.K. Sachith from Kerala's
Perinjanam reflected how
his village became Solar
Gramam. “With the fund-
ing from different sources,
the panchayat got free solar
panels, and today, after
eight years, 850 house-
holds are rooftop prosum-
ers, bills cut to 80%, emis-
sions reduced at scale,” said
Mr. Sachith. Perinjanam
won the 2019 Akshaya Oor-
ja and MediaOne Maha
panchayat awards for com-
munity-led renewables.

Mr. Sachith concluded,
saying, “Development
should not disturb the ba-
lance of nature. The go-
vernment should make so-

lar rooftops compulsory for
new buildings. This will
help India  become
people-centric.”
Jharkhand’s Ramvriksh
Murmu, sarpanch of Siyari,
belonging to the Birhor
Tanda tribal group, con-
served water, revived
sources, and cut diesel
pump reliance. “Climate
change is a reality. Growing
up, I felt forest water bodies
had shrunk. Jharkhand,
which gives coal to the en-
tire country, did not have
electricity for my hamlet.
We came across ‘District
Mineral Fund (DMF),
which helped us revive the
lake, introduce solar lift ir-
rigation, and provide elec-
tricity. Also, installed 72 so-
lar streetlights, school solar
systems, and planting
2,880 mango saplings plus
800 fruit/shade trees,
boosting  forest  liveli-
hoods,” said Mr. Murmu.

DMF is a non-profit trust
under the MMDR Amend-
ment Act 2015 that operates
in mining-affected districts.

Pushpa Khairawar from
Bihar’s Garhi forests point-
ed out that climate stress
meant thirst: ponds and
streams dried yearly. “Er-
ratic rains worsened ero-
sion and risky farming;
monsoons brought flash
floods, damaging fields.
Wildlife strayed into villag-
es, injuring cattle and crops
amid heat deaths ending
coexistence,” said Ms. Khai-
rawar, adding the commun-
ity built 45 mud check
dams, 90 boulder dams,
and three ponds.

Suryanarayan from Kar-
nataka’s Kolar implement-
ed local solutions for the re-
gion’s development and
climate mitigation, includ-
ing revival of lakes, ground-
water, and a decline in the
use of chemical fertilizer.

21F. Panchayat leadership helps Bela Gram emerge as first net-zero village
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Bela Gram in the Bhandara district of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra, India’s first net-
zero panchayat, was highlighted during the Mumbai Climate Week 2026 earlier this
week, reflecting that panchayat leadership plays a vital role in shaping localised climate action
and combating climate change.
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“Climate change is first felt by common people in daily routines; in the food you grow, water
you fetch. The impacts are visible when it affects health. So, for us, climate action begins at
home, when the panchayat guides, people participate, and change starts,” said Sharada
Gaydhane, the sarpanch of Bela Gram, who led the initiatives to make her village a net-zero
panchayat, i.e. with zero greenhouse gas emissions.
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Bela Gram panchayat planted more than 90,000 trees during weddings and festivals.
T TV U= A i 3R ”ERI & SR 90,000 ¥ 3% U |
It also advocated for a smooth energy transition from smoky chulhas to LPG, installed solar
panels at homes, anganwadis, and panchayat offices.
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“We also promoted waste segregation at doorsteps and achieved the vanishing of single-use
plastics,” said Ms. Gaydhane, who was twice-elected sarpanch and is a recipient of the
Vasundhara Award for climate protection.
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Bela Gram became Maharashtra’s first net-zero village, receiving the 2024 Rashtriya
Panchayat Puraskar.
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e Ms. Gaydhane, in her blue saree and fixing her glasses, said, “Waste can be converted into
wealth if thought properly.”
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General Upendra
Dwivedi concludes
4-day Australia visit
W The Army chief held

NEW DELHI

Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Upendra
Dwivedi concluded his offi-
cial visit to Australia on
Thursday reinforcing the
growing strategic partner-
ship between India and the
country in the Indo-Pacific
region.

According to the Indian
Army, the General held ex-
tensive talks during the
four-day visit from Febru-
ary 16 to 19 with senior lea-
dership of the Australian
defence forces to review bi-
lateral engagements and
expand army-to-army
cooperation.

In Sydney, the COAS in-
teracted with the leader-
ship of Forces Command
(FORCOMD), Special Oper-
ations Command (SO-
COMD) and the 2nd Divi-
sion of the Australian

feruefra /4T AT ‘AUSTRAHIND’ TR IR SR feam mman, s = eff 3
waﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁa@&mﬁwﬁmeﬁ?maﬂﬁaﬁuﬁaﬁ
dd Dl

21F. Bengali author Shankar passes away in Kolkata at 92
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e Veteran Bengali author Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay, popularly known
as Shankar, passed away on Friday at the age of 92.

g dTelt I |fT WA
STAT 8, BT YhaR &1 92 99 Ft 3y & e 8 wam)

e He had been undergoing treatment in a Kolkata hospital for age-related
ailments.
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O

e A towering figure in Bengali literature, Mr. Shankar authored several novels,
|nclud|ng Chowringhee, Jana Aranya, and Seemabaddha.
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extensive talks with
senior leadership
of Australian
defence forces

Army. The engagements fa-
cilitated exchanges on
force readiness, operation-
al concepts and training
methodologies.

Special emphasis was
placed on the bilateral Ar-
my Exercise ‘AUSTRA-
HIND’ with both sides ex-
pressing commitment to
enriching its forthcoming
edition scheduled which
will be held in India later
this year.

In Canberra, General
Dwivedi was accorded a ce-
remonial guard of honour
before holding discussions
with Lieutenant General Si-
mon Stuart, Chief of Aus-
tralian Army.

qEaTAr, 58 A U J iR HaT

21F. General Upendra Dwivedi concludes 4-
day Australia visit
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e Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General
Upendra Dwivedi concluded his official visit to Australia
on Thursday reinforcing the growing strategic
partnership between India and the country in the Indo-
Pacific region.
|1 T (COAS) STRer U fgad! = ToaR ol

B YT STRIBTINS T A DT, Sl §SI-
AT & T URa 3R ST feran & ged Irifas
TSGR} & Holgd Hel 5|

e In Sydney, the COAS interacted with the
leadership of Forces Command (FORCOMD), Special
Operations Command (SOCOMD) and the 2nd
Division of the Australian Army.
ﬁl@‘ﬂﬁ COAS A Forces Command (FORCOMD),

SpeC|aI Operations Command (SOCOMD)
1 & 21 f$fas= & Aqa @ arddid 3t

e The engagements facilitated exchanges on force
readiness, operational concepts and training
methodologies.

A 3D 7 I Pt ORI, HATAATHD ATUTROMSA
3R U&7 Tgfadl W 3MeH-UeH & et uaH @i

e Special emphasis was placed on the bilateral

Army Exercise ‘AUSTRAHIND’ with Bengali author
both sides expressing commitment to Shankar
enriching its forthcoming edition passes away in
scheduled to be held in India later Kolkata at 92

this year.

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Veteran Bengali author Ma-
ni Shankar Mukhopad-
hyay, popularly known as
Shankar, passed away on
Friday at the age of 92.

He had been undergo-
ing treatment in a Kolkata

hospital ~ for  age-re-
lated ailments.

A towering figure in
Bengali literature, Mr.

Shankar authored several
novels, including Chow-
ringhee, Jana Aranya, and
Seemabaddha. All three
were made into films, with
Chowringhee  becoming
particularly iconic. Jana
Aranya  and  Seema-
baddha were adapted for
the screen by Satyajit Ray.

His stories mostly re-
volved around the lives of
common people.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee said it
was “the fall of one of the
brightest stars in the world
of Bengali literature”.

Chowringhee, Jana Aranya, Gﬁ?SeemabaddhaﬂTﬁfﬁ%l
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e All three were made into films, with Chowringhee becoming particularly iconic.
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e Jana Aranya and Seemabaddha were adapted for the screen by Satyajit Ray.
Jana Aranya 3R Seemabaddha & Satyajit Ray GRT T U= Fyidied foar |

e His stories mostly revolved around the lives of common peo
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o West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said it was “the fall of one of the brightest stars
in the world of Bengali literature”.
TF3H ST B GRRE 7T a7l A HT fF 9§ Sl Aifecd B gar & 9a) T9HeR
RaRi & 9 T &1 e 7
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Amid row, J&K CM defends regulatlon on zakat collection
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Ramzan prayers

Muslims over prayers on the first Friday of the holy month of
Ramzan at the Jamia Masjid in Srinagar. Muslims around
the world observe Ramzan by offering special night prayers
and abstaining from food and drink between sunrise and
sunset.

RAMZAN (RAMADAN)

* Ramzan (Ramadan) is the ninth
month of the Islamic lunar calendar and holds the highest spiritual
significance in Islam.

* It commemorates the period when the first revelation of the Quran
was received by Prophet Muhammad in 610 CE in the Cave of Hira
near Mecca.

* It is observed by fasting (Sawm) from dawn (Fajr) to sunset
(Maghrib), which is one of the Five Pillars of Islam.

» The Islamic calendar is lunar-based (354 days), hence Ramadan
shifts about 10-11 days earlier each year in the Gregorian calendar.

Origin and Early Development

* Ramadan became obligatory in 2 AH (624 CE) after the _ —
migration (Hijra) of Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to nnninine peEann g
Medinain 622 CE.

» The command to fast during Ramadan is mentioned in
the Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah (2:183-185).

* Historically, fasting existed in earlier Abrahamic
traditions, but Islam formalized it with strict spiritual and
social discipline.

4 """‘.'ﬁ,:‘ﬂt't.’”e"!'v"n'mf‘.“
Revelation of the Quran /P R - P &
l"" B Pl R |\ ¥ SXX
* The first verses of the Quran were revealed on Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power) during Ramadan,
believed to fall in the last ten odd nights (21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th, or 29th).
« Laylat al-Qadr is described in the Quran as “better than a thousand months.”
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Five Pillars Connection

» Sawm (Fasting) during Ramadan is the fourth pillar of Islam.
« Other pillars include Shahada (faith), Salat (prayer), Zakat (charity), and Hajj (pilgrimage).

Spiritual Objectives

» Development of self-discipline, patience, and empathy for the poor.

* Purification of the soul through prayer, charity, and Quran recitation.

* Strengthening community bonds through collective prayers and charity.
Key Practices During Ramadan

Fasting (Sawm)

* Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking, and marital relations from dawn to sunset.
* The fast begins with Suhoor (pre-dawn meal) and ends with Iftar (meal at sunset), traditionally
with dates and water, following Prophet Muhammad'’s practice.

Taraweeh Prayer

* Special nightly prayers called Taraweeh are performed in mosques after Isha prayer.
» The entire Quran is recited over 29-30 nights during these prayers.

Zakat and Charity

» Zakat (mandatory charity) and Zakat al-Fitr (charity before Eid) are emphasized.
* Charity ensures that poor and needy can celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr.

Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power)

* Considered the holiest night of Ramadan.
* Worship on this night is believed to bring immense spiritual rewards and forgiveness.

* Ramadan is observed by over 1.9 billion Muslims worldwide.
* Fasting hours vary by geography, ranging from 11 to 20 hours depending on daylight duration.

Scientific and Health Perspective

« Fasting promotes metabolic regulation, detoxification, and improved insulin sensitivity when
practiced moderately.

* Encourages regulated eating habits and reduced consumption.

* Exemptions exist for pregnant women, travelers, elderly, sick persons, and children.

Important Dates and Facts

* First Revelation of Quran: 610 CE

* Hijra (Migration to Medina): 622 CE

* Fasting made obligatory: 624 CE (2 AH)

* Islamic Calendar Type: Lunar (354 days)

* Laylat al-Qadr occurs in: Last 10 days of Ramadan
* Festival marking end of Ramadan: Eid-ul-Fitr
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Amid row, J&K CM
defends regulation
on zakat collection

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Friday defended an or-
der regulating collection of
zakat (charity) during
Ramzan in Kishtwar dis-
trict, amid growing criti-
cism from political parties.

Speaking in the J&K As-
sembly, Mr. Abdullah said
the order was issued fol-
lowing “requests of local
Muslim religious leaders,
who had pointed out mis-
use of zakat”.

“Ahead of Ramzan, di-
rections were issued to all
Deputy Commissioners to
consult local stakeholders.
In Kishtwar, religious lead-
ers themselves raised con-
cerns about fake NGOs col-
lecting zakat and
donations without transpa-
rency and sought regula-
tion to prevent misuse.
Acting on their request,
the order was issued... We
should not politicise every
administrative decision,”
Mr. Abdullah said.

The order, issued by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Kishtwar, stated that indi-

The order was issued
to prevent misuse of
charity money and to
ensure transparency,
Omar Abdullah says

viduals, NGOs, trusts, so-
cieties or committees can-
not collect charity
“without a valid registra-
tion under the relevant

Several political parties,
including the National
Conference (NC), the Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) and the CPI (M), crit-
icised the move, terming it
interference in religious af-
fairs. “The order is strange.
It is an attempt to target a
particular  community,”
CPI(M) leader and legisla-
tor M.Y. Tarigami said .

Meanwhile, the BJP wel-
comed the move.

“The head priest of Ja-
ma Masjid, Kishtwar has
welcomed the order. He
had pointed out that there
are elements who raise
money to use for subver-
sive and anti-national activ-
ities,” Leader of Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma said.

21F. Amid row, J&K CM defends regulation on
zakat collection

faare & dH9, 184K & g 4 To[ JUg W o
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e Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Friday defended an order regulating collection of zakat (charity)
during Ramzan in Kishtwar district, amid growing criticism from
political parties.

T 3R FRHR & Gt SR Jrgedr A YHaR i
fpzaar fora # TAWE & SR weTd (M) & e & fufaa
I qIR TSR P71 FATd b, Ieifae urfda) & ggdt
ST & |

¢ In Kishtwar, religious leaders themselves raised
concerns about fake NGOs collecting zakat and donations
without transparency and sought regulation to prevent misuse.

forraar #, urfife Aarsii A W AP NGO §RT WS 3R
& foT UReRiaT & TUE fy oA & TR # fRian g ok
GOUART YA & e o & wivr &t

e Acting on their request, the order was issued... We
should not politicise every administrative decision,” Mr. Abdullah
said.
IAP! HIT UR BIRATS HId U, e AR} fovar mar.. g8 &%
I fofg 3t e & 8T sig AT a1y, » off sregean A
hell

e The order, issued by the Deputy Commissioner of
Kishtwar, stated that individuals, NGOs, trusts, societies or
committees cannot collect charity “without a valid registration
under the relevant Acts”.

g 3N, o fhraar & Deputy Commissioner R SRY

e wam, ® we1 T {6 =t NGO T¥e, AraTsd g aftfa fo Tefta o & aga dy
TolteRuT & o WUE T8 Y wHa
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21F | Centre notifies committee to clear pending CAA applications in Bengal
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21F | Bhasha’ matters in India’s multilingual moment
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21F | Atribal hamlet’s tryst with Al-assisted tools
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Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of
THome Affairs
(MHA) on Friday

notified another empo-
wered committee compris-
ing Census, postal and In-
telligence Bureau (IB)
officials to fast-track hun-
dreds of pending citizen-
ship applications under
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA), amid the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in
West Bengal.

Several people belong-
ing to the Matua communi-
ty, comprising Hindu Na-
masudras with roots in
Bangladesh, have applied
for citizenship under the
CAA as their names are not
in the 2002 electoral list,
the threshold for the ongo-
ing SIR exercise.

A government source
said that although an em-
powered committee head-
ed by the Director, Census
Operations exists with the
mandate to process CAA
applications in all States,
another such panel headed
by the Deputy Registrar-
General, Directorate of
Census Operations, West
Bengal has been notified
only for the State in the

Matua community members during a protest rally held in Kolkata in November 2025 against the SIR of
electoral rolls and the Citizenship Amendment Act. ANI

wake of a deluge of citizen-
ship requests. “This is an
additional committee that
will process and fast-track
CAA applications in West
Bengal,” said the source.

Central officials

The committee will com-
prise an officer in the Sub-
sidiary Intelligence Bureau
not below the rank of De-
puty Secretary, two Under
Secretary rank officials to
be nominated by the Fo-
reigners Regional Registra-
tion Office (FRRO) and the

National Informatics
Centre of West Bengal and
the Postmaster General of
the State. A representative
from the office of the Prin-
cipal Secretary (Home) or
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) of the West Bengal
government and a repre-
sentative of jurisdictional
Divisional Railway Manag-
er would be special invi-
tees, the notification said.
On March 11, 2024, days
ahead of the announce-
ment of the General Elec-
tion, the MHA notified the

Citizenship Amendment
Rules, 2024 enabling the
implementation of the
CAA, four years after the
legislation was passed.
The Act facilitates citi-
zenship to undocumented
people belonging to Hin-
du, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi,
Christian and Jain com-
munity from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanis-
tan who entered India on
or before December 31,
2014 and fast-tracks the
process by reducing the
eligibility to five years’ con-

Centre notifies committee to clear
pending CAA applications in Bengal

Several Matua community members have applied for citizenship under the CAA, amid the special intensive revision of
electoral rolls; the new panel, in addition to an existing empowered committee, will process and fast-track the requests

tinuous stay instead of 12
years.

Though the legislation
was brought in for undocu-
mented migrants, the
Rules mentioned several
documents to be provided
by the applicants, includ-
ing a document issued by a
government authority in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh.

Earlier, members of the
Matua community had
been hesitant about apply-
ing under the CAA as they
came from Bangladesh
without any documents,
but after the SIR was an-
nounced, there has been a
significant increase in such
requests.

Considerable presence

The Matuas began migrat-
ing from Bangladesh in
1947 and continued to ar-
rive in India both before
and after the war in 1971
that liberated what was
then East Pakistan from

West Pakistan.
In West Bengal, the
community has a consider-

able presence in border
districts such as North 24
Parganas, Nadia, Howrah,
Cooch Behar, and Malda,
and are the State’s second
largest Scheduled Caste
community.

21F. Centre notifies committee to clear pending CAA applications in Bengal

&5 = e # dfad CAA 3maeHl B e & forg wfafa &1 Aifefrd=r et

far

Several Matua community members have applied for citizenship under the CAA, amid the
special intensive revision of electoral rolls; the new panel, in addition to an existing
empowered committee, will process and fast-track the requests.

TGS TG & T | CAA & dgd ANRGI & oY 31de T g, gATdt gt & fa=iw
e | (SIR) b o 7S Uever, Fiioer w=ra Afifa & 3reiar, g7 SR &) uichar &
T 3R it § fAgergm|

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Friday notified another empowered committee
comprising Census, postal and Intelligence Bureau (IB) officials to fast-track hundreds of
pending citizenship applications under the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), amid the
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West Bengal.

T8 WATAT (MHA) 3 YHaR & U 3R TRIPd Fiifd &1 Nefhem Rt foar, ford
SO, ST 3R QGibar sgRY (1B) & STt wnfia g1, aifds CAA & dgd Abs! dfad
ANRAT 3rdeH HI doit ¥ Auerr o 9, ufdy dwra § faRiy T8+ §=Mes (SIR) & &4 |

Several people belonging to the Matua community, comprising Hindu Namasudras with
roots in Bangladesh, have applied for citizenship under the CAA as their names are not in
the 2002 electoral list, the threshold for the ongoing SIR exercise.

B AT A TG b, s g Togg wita § ok s oS airaeu 88, T cAA B
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ded ARl & A 3mdeH fasar § Fifes 39 A 2002 &Y AT TRt & 781 &, St 9 I8t
SIR Uferar & forg A g1

The committee will comprise an officer in the Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau not below the
rank of Deputy Secretary, two Under Secretary rank officials to be nominated by the
Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) and the National Informatics Centre of
West Bengal and the Postmaster General of the State.

gfafa o enfaa g Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau ®T Udh SR, g1 ug Deputy
Secretary ¥ e 78 81, g1 Under Secretary g & SMRSRY o Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) 3R National Informatics Centre, West Bengal gRI AHifdd
WGITQTIT 3R I BT Postmaster General |
On March 11, 2024, days ahead of the announcement of the General Election, the MHA
notified the Citizenship Amendment Rules, 2024 enabling the implementation of the CAA, four
years after the legislation was passed.

11 |TH 2024 &1, ATHT AT Pt G0N ¥ $S fad Ugd, MHA 7 Citizenship Amendment
Rules, 2024 &1 AIi¢hbRH SIRT fhaT, foRRI CAA &1 @] ST 4T g3, T8 B U 8H &
EINGIEEIA
The Act facilitates citizenship to undocumented people belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
Parsi, Christian and Jain community from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan who
entered India on or before December 31, 2014 and fast-tracks the process by reducing the
eligibility to five years’ continuous stay instead of 12 years.

g B TIHEIH, SR 3R G ¥ 31 g, R, dis:, areall, T8 3R ol
TS & SYHIO ART BT ARTRG T & H GeTas 5, o1 31 fewar 2014 9% YRA vaw
gv"CIT 3R 12 |TA & T4 5 I B AR a1 31 urrat & 91 uishan &1 ol 3 I Rl

I

Though the legislation was brought in for undocumented migrants, the Rules mentioned
several documents to be provided by the applicants, including a document issued by a
government authority in Pakistan, Afghanlstan and Bangladesh.

T U8 ST Sy warRyal & forg aman o ot Rgwl § o8 gwarasl &1 Jeora fhar
T g Sl sﬂé’cﬁﬁ@hﬁuﬁaaﬂﬁ@ﬁ for} uTfehaTe, S AT 3R FivemesT o
WREHRT TSRO GRT SR} XS M B

The Matuas began migrating from Bangladesh in 1947 and continued to arrive in India
both before and after the war in 1971 that liberated what was then East Pakistan from West
Pakistan.

TGSAT AT 1947 § THATSRT I HRA 3T TR= 8T 3R 1971 F I J UA 3R 91¢ H YR 31
8, e 99 & qd urfervar &1 ufym uifervars @ g faan

In West Bengal, the community has a considerable presence in border districts such as North
24 Parganas, Nadia, Howrah, Cooch Behar, and Malda, and are the State’s second largest
Scheduled Caste community.

uf¥mEma A, %Wﬂ%'\‘ﬂ'ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁlﬁaﬁ North 24 Parganas, Nadia, Howrah, Cooch
Behar, 3R Malda & Agayul IURRI &, SR T8I0 &1 gt I 981 3rgferd onfa

|G|
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‘Bhasha matters in India’s multilingual moment

ndia stands at an extraordinary crossroads,

with a linguistic landscape unmatched in

scale and richness. According to the 2011
Census, India is home to more than 1,300 mother
tongues and 121 constitutionally recognised
languages. This diversity is not merely a statistic.
It is a national strength, central to how children
learn, grow and understand the world.

When a language disappears, we lose more
than words. We lose a way of understanding the
world built over generations. Safeguarding
languages is, therefore, not only a cultural
imperative. It is fundamentally a question of
holding on to humanity’s accumulated
knowledge, which in turn makes it an educational
issue. This is why mother-tongue-|
multilingual education (MTB-MLE) is critical.

Basis for quality education

As we mark International Mother Language Day
(February 21), under the theme “Youth voices on
multilingual education”, the message is clear:
young people thrive when their languages — and,
therefore, their identities — are recognised and
valued in the classroom. When this happens,
schools become spaces where children learn
about themselves, others, and the world in all its
diversity. UNESCO has long championed
multilingual teaching, based on the language best
understood and spoken, as a condition for quality
education.

Each year, UNESCO publishes the State of the
Education Report for India, focusing on a specific
themes. This year, which is the seventh edition
(2025), Bhasha Matters: Mother Tongue and
Multilingual Education, brought together global
research, new national evidence and practical
lessons to explore the state of Mother Tongue and
Multilingual Education in India. The report
demonstrates that MTB-MLE is not only
pedagogically sound but also transformative. It
outlines 10 policy recommendations to guide
India towards a more inclusive and equitable
education system that treats linguistic diversity as

-
N
| .

Tim Curtis
is Director and
Representative,
UNESCO Regional
Office for South Asia,

and Member, Team
UN in India

Mother-tongue-
based
multilingual
education is
central to
inclusive and
effective
education

an asset rather than a challenge. It also highlights
what is working — from bilingual learning
materials and teacher preparation to innovative
digital solutions that bring multilingual resources
to classrooms and communities

A barrier of language

Globally, over a quarter of a billion learners lack
access to education in a language they fully
understand. In India, nearly 44% of children
enter school speaking a language that is different
from the medium of instruction, according to the
National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) in 2022. For these children,
learning begins with the added burden of
decoding an unfamiliar language before grasping
academic concepts. Weak foundational literacy
and numeracy can lead to cumulative learning
gaps, reduced confidence and, ultimately, a
higher risk of dropout.

India has taken decisive steps to address this
challenge. The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, followed by the National Curriculum
Frameworks of 2022 and 2023, places the child’s
home or mother tongue at the centre of early
education.

The Bhasha Matters report highlights
promising examples. In Odisha, a long-standing
multilingual education programme spans 21 tribal
languages across 17 districts, supporting nearly
90,000 children. In Telangana, the use of Digital
Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing
(DIKSHA)-enabled multilingual resources
demonstrates how digital tools can expand access
to learning materials in local languages. National
initiatives such as PM eVIDYA, Adi Vaani
(developed by a national consortium), BHASHINI
(BHash-based ANd Intelligent Node for InclusioN
in India) and Al4Bharat’s community-developed
language technologies show how digital platforms
and artificial intelligence can help document
endangered languages, create local-language
content and support teachers with multilingual
resources.

21F. Bhasha’ matters in India’s multilingual moment

YRA & agHTH SR & “UTST &1 e

Building on these examples, Bhasha Matters
sets out a practical road map. It calls for clear
state-level language-in-education policies
grounded in MTB-MLE, stronger teacher
recruitment and professional standards for
multilingual classrooms, and reforms in
pre-service and in-service training to embed
multilingual pedagogy. It emphasises high-quality
multilingual materials and assessments,
community participation and indigenous
knowledge, gender-responsive approaches,
responsible investment in language technologies,
and sustainable financing. Crucially, it proposes a
National Mission for Mother-Tongue-Based
Multilingual Education to coordinate action
across ministries, research institutions, civil
society and technology partners, ensuring that
promising pilots become systemic reform.

Linguistic diversity is a driver

India’s linguistic diversity is not a barrier to
development; it is a powerful driver of equity,
identity and social cohesion. With States already
demonstrating what is possible, and with clear
policy frameworks in place, the country stands at
the threshold of transformative educational
change. This shift reflects a growing body of
evidence: children learn best when taught in a
language they understand.

On International Mother Language Day, the
callis clear. Education systems must recognise
and value every learner’s language, not only to
improve learning outcomes but also to affirm
identity, well-being and meaningful participation
in society.

When young people’s voices are heard,
multilingual education becomes more than a
policy aspiration. It becomes a shared national
movement. India’s multilingual moment has
arrived — and its youth are helping to shape its
future.

Link to report:

hi doc.unesco. k /pfO000397158

e According to the 2011 Census, India is home to more than 1,300 mother tongues and
121 constitutionally recognised languages. It is a national strength, central to how children
learn, grow and understand the world.

YR U SHTYTRUT HS IR W31 5, Se] HIUTS Uived 30U 09 ok Iqfs & sifgdia g1 2011
B SRV & 3HR, HRA H 1,300 F 3ifRre ATGHIE 3R 121 HauTHe =0 & A=ga
TS TN & | I8 Afdedl A1 Ueb fieheT 781 § | U8 Teb AT WK g, St el ob i, §g
ARG P TR F FE A B

¢ When a language disappears, we lose more than words. We lose a way of understanding the

world built over generations. It is fundamentally a question of holding on to humanity’s
accumulated knowledge, which in turn makes it an educational issue. This is why mother-

tongue-based multilingual education (MTB-MLE) is critical.

W9 B TV G St B, A g9 had Wsg el W | g1 W 3 R gfar & wmem a1 ww
ToeT | <A & | e HTesft Y veq Bad U IRpiad stfarddr Tl g | I8 Yad: HHadl &
R M B S T BT UY 7, O 39 U e g off 11 5 | I8 SR G fob AIHTYT-
ey ag Tt RI&m (MTB-MLE) 3(cid Hgaquf 31

Basis for quality education
Rram &1 eMyR

e As we mark International Mother Language Day (February 21), under the theme “Youth
voices on multilingual education”, the message is clear: young people thrive when their
languages — and, therefore, their identities — are recognised and valued in the classroom.

e B SIARRTERT AHTT fad (21 WRa’)) i “agHTdt fRiam wR garefi #1 srarer fava &
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Y A €, G WY : YaT de Wil ) § S ITeb! HTo1aif — 37K 39T 37! ugaml —
DI B T T R T & S g1

e When this happens, schools become spaces where children learn about themselves, others,
and the world in all its diversity. UNESCO has long championed multilingual teaching, based
on the language best understood and spoken, as a condition for quality education.
ofe U1 Bl 2, Wpdl U8 RIM &7 91 & ofe] o= 3 R &, gﬂﬁiaﬁﬁsﬁvﬁfmﬁﬁﬁw
%aﬁﬁiﬂ@%% FAWP! T THT Y I HINT TR 3R sgHTeh RI&vr 71 g B @18
O qad Sredt e T SR Sdl A1 &, 3R S Turaargul fRrem &1 <rd A |

e Each year, UNESCO publishes the State of the Education Report for India, focusing on
specific themes. This year, which is the seventh edition (2025), Bhasha Matters: Mother
Tongue and Multilingual Education, brought together global research, new national
evidence and practical lessons to explore the state of Mother Tongue and Multilingual
Education in India.
R Y, TR WRa & g Rign 3t fRUf Kot v w7, o fafkry fawdt iR Hfea g
?1 39 au, S {5 QT WEHRUT (2025) 7, HTNT AT 1W<t 8: ATGHTT 3R agumdt fRrem, 3
Afye XNy, TT AT THI0T 3R ATGGIRS TS| 1 T bl ifcs IR § HIGHTT 3R SguTs
Rram ot Rfd o1 s foban o Fob |

e The report demonstrates that MTB-MLE is not only pedagogically sound but also
transformative. It outlines 10 policy recommendations to guide India towards a more
inclusive and equitable education system that treats linguistic diversity as an asset
rather than a challenge.

o g 8 f6 MTB-MLE ad &ifiis U ¥ gee 5! & dfcsh URad-eRI 4 81 T8 YRd
DI TH 3HfAS TUTARN R AR R yomeht &t 3R ArfeR=M o3 & fag 10 Hiferma
RITTRS TRgd et 2, 5 HToTE R ) g =78 afee Jufy & Fu § Tt 31

A barrier of language
YTHT BT q1eT

e Globally, over a quarter of a billion learners lack access to education in a language they
fully understand. In India, nearly 44% of children enter school speaking a language that is
different from the medium of instruction, according to the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) in 2022.

AP TR R TP NUTS 3R T e Rrenfiay o it vy & e Iuersy 782 SR I =
TRE THIA B | YRE & TIHT 44% F= T 4197 Sieid U Thd | UaR o3 © off 1R1&10T &
I I SR 3, P A g 3R wfRieror ufkeg (NCERT) 2022 % 3ER|

e For these children, learning begins with the added burden of decoding an unfamiliar

language before grasping academic concepts. Weak foundational literacy and numeracy

can lead to cumulative learning gaps, reduced confidence and, ultimately, a higher risk of
dropout.

3 S & forg e SrafRfra T &1 e & sifafvad S § T g 8, S99 s i d
QeI sraurRumS & THY & | FHOR AYd TT&RET 3R JBITHBdT G4t Faq o
FHUT, HH MAAYN SR Sfdd: THd BIeA & I SIRIH HT BRI §9 Th<!! |

¢ India has taken decisive steps to address this challenge. The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, followed by the National Curriculum Frameworks of 2022 and 2023, places
the child’s home or mother tongue at the centre of early education.
HRA = 9 NN BT GHIYH FA & g Fuifas Fed a1 3| e ifa (NEP) 2020,
aﬁ?@%ﬁﬁ:@ﬂ%ﬂmm 2022 3R 2023, YRS e & I T T ST ATGUTST a1
TG HTT I W §

e The Bhasha Matters report highlights promising examples. In Odisha, a long-standing
multilingual education programme spans 21 tribal languages across 17 districts,
supportmg nearly 90,000 children.

WTHT AT T RO SIS SaTeR0 SR B 1 e & T e agurd
ﬁr&nmégﬁ%wnﬁ?ﬁﬁzlmﬁﬂwwahﬁmﬁam% S TRTHIT 90,000 T DI
TganT !

e In Telangana, the use of Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA)-enabled
multilingual resources demonstrates how digital tools can expand access to learning
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materials in local languages.

damn § feforea

IR ATeol AT (DIKSHA) H&H g UTH JH18-1 &1 ST

SPRGRR :
21faT § 7 $3 FERrea Sumor Rt Hraraif # Riemr Inrft &t ugd s¢1 Iobd |

e National initiatives such as PM eVIDYA, Adi Vaani,

BHASHINI, and Al4Bharat’s

community-developed language technologies show how digital platforms and artificial
intelligence can help document endangered languages, create local-language content
and support teachers with multilingual resources.

PM eVIDYA, 31§ arufl, BHASHINI, 3R Al4Bharat @ HTHGIRI® HTHT d@-d ol AP

Uga Rl € & H9 FeRed Wewrd ok phm gigw

TUTUTT HTOTSH T SEATIONDHRTT

HRA, RATRT YT AR &9 SR gt o1 ag Ut JmeE ¥ JganT &3 § Aeg HR qdbdl

gl

e It emphasises high-quality multilingual materials and assessments, community
participation and indigenous knowledge, gender-responsive approaches, responsible
investment in language technologies, and sustainable financing.

%Wwaﬁfﬂa@wmeﬁvw ST $1 URTGRT iR Wi g, aftre-
HagT=iter eI, W die! § AR A 3k Fad fammaiTo ) SR <@ 8|

e Crucially, it proposes a National Mission for Mother-Tongue-Based Multilingual
Education to coordinate action across ministries, research institutions, civil society and

A tribal hamlet’s tryst
with Al-assisted tools

+ In the remote hills of Kumram Bheem Asifabad district, Limbu

quda — home to less than 40 Kolam families —

witnessing a quiet transformation. A state-of-the-art Multi
is leveraging Alassisted learning tools to improve education, alongside healthcare and nutrition

sche

services, resh

pose Centre, established under the PM-JANM/ \\

ing aspirations in one of Telanganas most marginalised PVTG habitations, writes I Sridhar

ucked away in the north-eastern car-
ner of Telangana, about 320 kilo-
metres from the State capital Hydera-

bad, Limbuguda - a tiny Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) hamlet in Kum-
ram Bheem Asifabad district - is charting a new
course for the po-

Around 29
MPCs have
been

tential of Artificial Intelligence (AL.

But how did this tiny hamlet, surrounded by
hilly terrain in the tribal heartland of Wankidi
mandal bordering Maharashtra, shoot into pro-
minence? Limbuguda earned wide recognition
for its prized possession — the Multipurpose
Centre (MPC), equipped with Al-assisted learning

toolks.

In July Last year, the MPC was set up in Limbu-
guda under the Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) scheme at an
estimated cost of ¥60 lakh. Al-aided tools were
introduced at the MPC to enhance learning out-
comes among PVTG children.

Incidentally, the school dropout rate is high
among PVTGs, whose population is estimated to
be around 16,092 in Kumram Bheem Asifabad
district.

Billed as the first-of
centre in PVTG habitat
centre, an Anganwad
projector, and a computer Lsb, among other
facilities.

The centre aims to provide education, health-
care, nutrition, and livelihood support — all un-
der one roof — while promoting the holistic deve-
lopment of PVTGs, with a thrust on tribal
empowerment and culural revival.

Limbuguda is one among the 149 PVTG habita-
tions in the predominantly tribal-populated dis-
trict, Kolams constitute an overwhelming major-
ity of the PVTGs in the combined Adilabad
district. They are among the most marginalised
and socio-economically backward tribal com-
munities. Limbuguda was selected for the target-
ed welfare initiative under PMJANMAN because
of its geographical remoteness and other
parameters.

A Cement Concrete (CC) road aid to connect
the MPC, running along an irrigation canal, leads
to Limbuguda, home to less than 40 families of
the aboriginal Kolam tribe. Standing in the mid-
die of the obscure hamlet, surrounded by hills,
the MPC serves as a beacon of hope for the local
tribal population and plans are afoot to extend
this tech-driven initiative to other PVTG hamlets.
across the district under the aegis of the Integrat-
ed Tribal Development Agency (ITDA), Utnoor.

Kolam farmers in Limbuguda and surround-
ing tribal habitations rely on rain-fed agriculiure
and mostly culiivate cotion in black soil. During

ind state-of the-art
an AN|

the offseason, they work in agricultural fields or
take up daily wage labour.

for the district
der

scheme.
Several
infrastructure
and welfare

astires
including
roads, mobile
medical units,
housing,
electricity
connections
and mobile
networks
have also
been
approved.

y Director.
(Tribal Welfare,
Kumram Sheem
Asif

Sitting before a row of mud-and-tiled houses
abutting the lane beside the MPC, Athram Jaithu
proudly says that he donated a portion of his
seall ancestral land for the centre, rooted in his
belief that education alone can empower PVTGs.

“I donated a piece of land for the Multipur-
pose Centre with the hope that it will spread the
light of education and improve the living condi-
tions of our people,” Jaithu says with content-
ment. He is among several small Adivasi farmers
who depend on agriculture for sustenance.

Affectionately called ‘Devara’ by his villagers,
Jaithu regrets not being able ta ensure higher
education to his two clildren, who took up agri-
culture after completing their SSC.

Limited opportunities
Echoing similar concerns, another Kolam farmer
attributes poor literacy among Kolams to pover-

ty, lack of connectivity, and limited
opportunities.

“Not a single person from Limbuguda and
Eheemguda Kolam habi secred a go-

w.mmt.mjub s0 far.” he says, noting that one
Athram Anand Rao returned to farming after
completing his B.5c.

“Two other youngsters from Limbuguda - Ath-
ram Bheem Rao and Sidam Bheem Rao - are cur-
rently pursuing M.Pharm and B.Sc courses, res-
pectively. determined to secure a
‘government job, preferably in a uniformed ser-
vice, after graduation,” says Sidam Bheem Rao.

Elaborating on the functioning of the centre,
an official of the Integrated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA), Umoor, says that the MPC is em-

The Multipurpos imbugud, 4 trinal hamle,

ploying an integrated approach aimed at tackling
malnutrition and anaemia among children and
women of PVTGs while bridging the digital divide
between and rural (tribal) areas through

Al-assisted learning tools.

Meanwhile, Aniga, a local villager, i
for the aesthetics at the centre and says that the
impressive murals on the walls of the centre high-
light tribal heritage and valour of Adivasi war-
riors - Kumram Bheem and his follower Kumram
Suru.

On the change being ushered in by the centre
in the hamlet, Sidam Maru, another resident of
the hamlet, says that he never touched a compu-
ter in his lifi: but adds with pride that his daught-
er, astudent at the Tribal Welfare Primary School
in Limbuguda, handles a computer at the MPC
right in their habitation.

‘Speaking about the use of Al tools in teaching,
instructor Shivaraj says that they are using tols
like Assisted Language Learning (ALL) and Assist-

Mathematics
” Learning (AML) to

ical skil i
The MPC nitiative under g o oF T

enhance the lan-
guage and mathe-

the PMAJANMAN scheme  classes 3, 4 and 5.
is welk-intended. Its For students of

success ultimately lasss 67,8, and
depends on effectiveand % conoepts ol
lmﬁmmm maths and physics
ments o  are being ex
mplementadon. feal % POV O
empowerment of PVIGs  boine o TBO
Ties hot merely in e
infrastructure creation— tech-enabled
but in sustained learning resourc-
investmentsin eshemed
ion and ski canwhile, de-
:;_]:"‘:::’:"d‘m scribing the MPC

initiative as well-in-
tended,  Athram
Bheemrao, presi-
dent of the State

tribal comim II[lL

achieve financial selfreliance. He also calls for
complementary measures such as vocational
trainingfor Advasiaisans o reive traditonal
lived introduction of offgrid solar
power projets Inemote PYTG habitarians locat
ed on forest fringes.

Local voices echo similar aspirations while
pointing to persistent gaps. Jalapathi of Khirdi

am panchayat observes that most Kolams are
multilingual, conversant in Telugu, Marathi and
Gondi besides their mother tongue Kolami. In his

view, the MPC concept is well-designed to pro- _

vide students from PVTG communities with a
nurturing environment that opens new windows
w the cutside wor
entre’s visibility has drawn attention

from policymakers a5 well. Union Minister of
State for Road Transport & Highways and Corpo-
rate Affairs Harsh Malhotra, who visited Limbu-
guda last year, reportedly appreciated the efforts
of the ITDA, Utnoor, and described the facility as
a “Lighthouse MPC* —a potential role model for
tribal regions across the country.

Despite this recognition, connectivity remains
a pressing concern. Residents of Limbuguda,
Bheemguda and Khirdi underline the absence of
a regular bus service linking their habitations to
the Wankidi mandal headquarters. Improved
transport access, they say, would allow tribal chil-
dren to utilise the MPC's educational and digital
learning facilities without hardship.

Need for high-speed internet
Digital infrastructure is another area requiring ai-
tention. Villagers stress the need for reliable high-
speed internet at the MPC to ensure seamless op-
eration of Al-assisted learning tools and online
educational resources. They also hope that the
centre could host seminars and awareness pro-
grammes 1o familiarise tribal sudents with
emerging technologies while promoting tribal
arts and culture.

According to a youngster, several social chal-
lenges persist in remote regions. Superstitions,
inadequaie housing, and limited livelihood op-

techno-

selfreliance. PVTGs  Associa- | portunities continue (o affect sections of PTG
tion, i ing the need for broader
Asociation mately depends on mgim initiatives, he adds.

effective and tran-
sparent implementation. He says that real empo-
werment of PVTGs lies not merely in infrastruc-
ture creation but in sustained investments in
education and skill development that enable lrl
bal 0 access welfare sch

Cultural preservation
At the same time, cultural preservation remains
central to local discourse. Gangu, an Adivasi ar-
tist from Tiryani, underscores the importance of

Kurnram Bh

ystems, par-
ticularly indigenous understanding of medicinal
plants and mutritional practices. He recalls that
resistance against the Nizam regime is
th stories of valour, including the role
of Kolam warrior Kumram Suru, a close associate
of the legendary Kumram Bheer.

Providing an administrative perspective, Ra-

a Devi, Deputy Director (Tribal Welfare), Kum-
ram Bheem Asifabad, says: 29 MPCs have been
sanctioned for the district under the PM-JANMAN
scheme. Several infrastructure and welfare mea-
sures - including road, mobile medical uits,
hausing, electricity connections and mobil
‘works — have also been approved based on. Meds
identified during a survey conducted last year.”

Officials say that the Limbuguda MPC forms
part of a broader multipronged strategy aimed at
delivering healthcare, nutrition and digital learn-
ing services under one roof.

However, community leaders and youth re-

ed that such
by targeted skill

programmes to promote sustainable livelihoods
and financial selfreliance among PVTG youth
and women.

FH DI URAR 38d 3, TP id ulkad- &1 et s 3731

e A state-of-the-art Multipurpose Centre, established under the PM-
JANMAN scheme, is leveraging Al-assisted learning tools to
improve education, alongside healthcare and nutrition services,
reshaping aspirations in one of Telangana’s most marginalised
PVTG habitations, writes P. Sridhar.

PM-JANMAN TSIl & d8d RIMUT T & Sy~d Aee R dex
T3ATE - HETadl UTed AT god 1 STTNT 3 & § GuR B @17,

Address :
Email Id :

Contact Number

Website :

: 9971932488

patrioticias.in

technology
partners, ensuring
that promising pilots
become systemic
reform.

21F . A tribal
hamlet’s tryst
with Al-assisted
tools
T3TS-HETadl
T SUHRT &b
1Y TP SATardt
AT BT U

e In the remote
hills of Kumram
Bheem Asifabad
district, Limbuguda
— home to less than
40 Kolam families —
is witnessing a quiet
transformation.
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1Y g TR |aT 3R TYor A413if & ATenH F AT P a4 dfd PVTG Smard |
JThiEm3 o1 741 U ¢ XG1 8, WA P. Sridhar = a1 81

e In July last year, the MPC was set up under Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) at a cost of €60 lakh. Al tools were introduced to enhance learning
outcomes among PVTG children.
frod af garg & wurwEht senfa snfeandt = wet Sifi’m (PM-JANMAN) & T8d 260
AR $! ARG ¥ MPC R faal 1| PVTG Fal & Ra- & TROMH JURA & forT Tafms
JUH SIS Y|

o Billed as the first-of-its-kind state-of-the-art centre in PVTG habitations, it houses an ANM
centre, Anganwadi, conference hall with projector, and a computer lab.

T PVTG SR & Tge ST Fg Ia T 8, R ANM Fg, FTHaTST, eidex
iy THE $ef 3R PR A 3|

¢ Kolams form the majority of PVTGs in the combined Adilabad district and are among the
most marginalised communities.
PIATH TEIAD PVTG § 3R T AT SIRIT W T84 arel Igert & i g

e The MPC serves as a beacon of hope and plans are underway to extend this initiative to
other PVTG hamlets under the Integrated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA), Utnoor.

MPC RIHII ST SER & forg 3= 5t f6vr § 37K 39 31 PVTG SRl 0 S &1
ST TIpd TSI AR Taivil (ITDA), IR & d8d &S of Xa! g |

o Kolam farmers rely on rain-fed agriculture, mainly cultivating cotton in black soil, and take
up daily wage labour during the off-season.

P forar auf smenfya R g, Hren it o I 8, 3R 3ffts-fer
ﬁ%ﬁamﬁ@'&m\%"% PR HH: gt o s 3Ith-

¢ ‘| donated land hoping it will spread the light of education and improve living conditions,” says
Jaithu, affectionately called ‘Devara’ by villagers.

B YWY 5 P s T8 & H7 TH1=1 ey 3R St TR JUR,” Sy FHEd &, fors 7ifa aral
YR Y G FEd 3|

e Improved transport access would help tribal children utilise the MPC’s educational and
digital learning facilities without hardship.

IR IRTE YT ST sl Bl MPC 1 Rfére o fefdrea Rigror gfaensit o1 famn
HiSTE IUTI B & Heg B

Need for high-speed internet

I Tfd SeXe B AMaRIDHl

¢ Villagers stress the need for reliable high-speed internet at the MPC to ensure seamless
functioning of Al-assisted learning tools and online educational resources.
grfior MPC B fayaa s $e3Ae & 3aHhdl IR SR &d § dfe TTs-HerdT ure
1101 IUHT SR SHiTATS AP FAIYT YIRS FU F I I |

o Officials say Limbuguda MPC is part of a multipronged strategy delivering healthcare,
nutrition and digital learning under one roof.
SfYHIRG & SR fengTer MPC T agamardt Turifa o1 e 8, S T, wiwor 3R
fEforea Rien v g ”M W Iuasy R 5

e Community leaders and youth stress the need for skill development programmes to
promote sustainable livelihoods and financial self-reliance among PVTG youth and
women.

TS & AT 3R JaT PR fIHT Al B SaTHal W SR & § dlfe PVTG FaT 3%
Aiged Jad 3menfaer 3R faxitg srerfRar o &R 9|
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Supreme Court steps in;
judicial officers will now
join Bengal SIR process

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day took an “extraordin-
ary” decision to involve the
judiciary in the ongoing
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in
West Bengal, saying the
persistent “trust deficit”
between the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government and the
Election Commission (EC)
has led to a “stalemate”,
with time running out.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant requested
the Chief Justice of Calcutta
High Court to deploy a
force of serving and retired
judicial officers of West
Bengal to take over the
quasi-judicial task of Elec-
toral Registration Officers/
Assistant Electoral Regis-
tration  Officers. They
would hear lakhs of voters
who had been dropped
from the draft roll and had
received hearing notices
after the EC found them
“unmapped” or detected
“logical discrepancies” in
their personal details.

Now, with hardly a week
to go for the claims/objec-
tions phase to end on Fe-
bruary 28, the court found
the State government and
the EC exchanging recrimi-
nations over the quality
and rank of personnel the
State had deputed to the
EC for the SIR exercise.

The past hearings had
seen the court try to inter-
vene and bring the “run-
ning dispute” between the
two to an amicable end.
Friday saw the court com-
pelled to move in.

“The foremost and ur-
gent issue revolves around
the completion of SIR in
West Bengal... Allegations
and counter-allegations are
being traded between two
constitutional functionar-
ies, namely the State go-
vernment and the Election
Commission of India. The

People get their documents venlled during hearings under the SIR
of electoral rolls, in Nadia, West Bengal. pTi

EC dragged back to reality

by SC order: Trinamool

Shiv Sahay Sin; electoral rolls in West

KOLKATA Bengal a huge victory for
the people of the State.

The Trinamool Congress “Today marks a historic

on Friday described the demolition of

Supreme Court’s order on  @ECISVEEP’s bloated

assigning judicial officers arrogance..,” the

to complete the special Trinamool posted on

intensive revision (SIR) of

social media. » PAGE 3

SIR process is stuck,” the
top court said.

The Bench asked the
High Court Chief Justice to
hold a meeting on Satur-
day with the State Election
Commissioner, the West
Bengal Chief Secretary, the
Director-General of Police
and the Advocate-General
of the State, to iron out a
plan for the deployment of
judicial officers, who
should be in the rank of
District or Additional Dis-
trict Judge. Their instruc-
tions would be deemed to
be that of the apex court,
and the State/district admi-
nistration would have to
comply without demur.

‘Extraordinary state’
“The circumstances being
extraordinary, the inclu-
sion of judicial officers is
extraordinary in nature. It
may have some impact on
the pending court cases,”
the court acknowledged.

The Bench proposed
shifting urgent cases pend-
ing with the deployed judi-
cial officers to other courts
for a period of a week or 10
days “by which the entire
process [SIR] is required to
be completed”.

The top court agreed
with a suggestion from the
EC that it should be al-
lowed to publish the list of
voters whose names have
been cleared in the SIR
process on February 28.
The rest could be included
in a supplementary roll.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, for West Bengal, said
such a publication may
lead to a “law-and-order”
situation. But the Chief Jus-
tice said the electoral roll
of names published on Fe-
bruary 28 would not be
treated as a final one.

“It is an ongoing pro-
cess,” the court said.

It posted the case on
March 10, 2026.

21F. Supreme Court steps in; judicial
officers will now join Bengal SIR
process

G| P gEI&T Har §; RS
STUBTRY 3F 7 SIR Ufshar & MfAe

e Athree-judge Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant requested the
Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court to deploy
a force of serving and retired judicial officers
of West Bengal to take over the quasi-judicial
task of Electoral Registration

Officers/Assistant Electoral Registration
Officers.
TH-=amarehi=n arelt s, e 7qa URa &
T ranehi=r G &id HR W6 3, A praswrdl s
T & G <AATei=r § 3Ry foan fos 9
ST & AIRA 3R i@ ferpTieat
&I T B arfs I Sref-=arires Hrd S ATt
TR0 SHTUBRYAETID® UsipoT SferdrY
GHTS b |

e The Bench asked the High Court Chief
Justice to hold a meeting on Saturday with the
State Election Commissioner, the West Bengal
Chief Secretary, the Director-General of Police
and the Advocate-General of the State, to iron
out a plan for the deployment of judicial officers,
who should be in the rank of District or Additional
District Judge.
Uo7 3= |uraTed & g1 Ararh=r 3 g {9
AR B I AT T, S & G 94,
g HeTfieRT® SR I=a & erﬁm TR &
Y I6& B, Al ATAS HTABIGT BT Tt
@ AT ST I T, fraT g fora an sifafva
forem =mardt=r g1 =BTl
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e Their instructions would be deemed to be that of the apex court, and the State/district
administration would have to comply without demur.
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Treatise for federalism

The Kurian Joseph report must provoke
a debate on reversing centralisation

! high-level committee on Union-State rela-

tions appointed by the Government of Ta-

mil Nadu has mapped the pattern of cen-
tralisation of power and the weakening of federal
democracy in India over the decades, and sug-
gested comprehensive corrective measures. The
three-member Committee, chaired by a former
Supreme Court judge, Justice Kurian Joseph, has
drawn on scholarship across various disciplines,
Constituent Assembly debates, and the findings
of three other committees on Centre-State rela-
tions, while also critiquing recent governance
trends that weaken the authority of States. It con-
cludes that centralisation is increasing — which it
notes is not healthy — and calls for urgent reme-
dial measures. The report is an expansive cri-
tique of the dilapidation of federalism, threaten-
ing India’s progress, and calls for changes to
reverse the dangerous course, stating that “In-
dian federalism now requires a structural reset
comparable in ambition to the economic reforms
of 1991”. India’s constitutional framework took
shape against the backdrop of Partition, and the
consolidation of princely States. The context en-
couraged the founders to tilt towards a centralis-
ing constitutional scheme; legislative, adminis-
trative, and judicial measures in the ensuing
decades further reinforced this line of thinking.
The report convincingly takes down the argu-
ments for centralisation, and argues that federal-
ised governance is essential for a country of In-
dia’s size and diversity, and that it would in fact
be dangerous to overlook this imperative.

The Kurian Joseph Committee report comes
amid repeated and deliberate moves by the Un-
ion to centralise power. The Constitution can be
amended far too easily for a federal polity, and
this creates a self-perpetuating cycle of centrali-
sation. The territorial integrity of States is at the
mercy of the Centre, most blatantly illustrated by
the dismantling of Jammu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories in 2019. The misplaced idea
that the country needs one national language is
being pursued by the Union government, which
is particularly assertive on the question. Gover-
nors have become instruments of the Centre’s
overreach in all areas of governance. The im-
pending inter-State delimitation of Lok Sabha
constituencies is causing anxiety among States
that have stabilised their populations and stand
to lose their relative weight in national gover-
nance. The Union has overt power in the conduct
of elections, and key sectors such as education
and health are being increasingly centralised.
The GST regime has restructured India’s fiscal
landscape in favour of the Union and at States’ ex-
pense. This report lays out the logic, facts and
common sense about why federated governance
should be the path to progress. This report must
form the basis for a new national conversation.

ot Simufxy & UTa AT g

‘Extraordinary state’
‘JraTyRor fRufer

e “The circumstances being extraordinary, the inclusion of
judicial officers is extraordinary in nature. It may have some impact
on the pending court cases,” the court acknowledged.

R SRTYRTI B & HRU, TR SftraTial o1 M B
WIHIA® T Y SRAYRYT 8 | TTBT dfed AT R $S YU TS
Tl 8, ST - WHR |

21F. Treatise for federalism
Iyare & fow Uy

e The Kurian Joseph report must provoke a debate on
reversing centralisation

%&;J:Wﬁwmﬁﬁ%ﬂmaﬁmwmﬁmm

e A high-level committee on Union-State relations
appointed by the Government of Tamil Nadu has mapped the
pattern of centralisation of power and the weakening of federal
democracy in India over the decades, and suggested
comprehensive corrective measures.

g PR GRT FYad HY-Iod Jae IR 3= a3 | -
TIfdT & BB 3R exH! F YR H T Aidpad & FUAR g4
& e & fafed fvan § SiR T JURTHS IUTd T § |

e The three-member Committee, chaired by a former
Supreme Court judge, Justice Kurian Joseph, has drawn on
scholarship across various disciplines, Constituent Assembly
debates, and the findings of three other committees on Centre-
State relations, while also critiquing recent governance trends

that weaken the authority of States.

T Tewita wfafa, et sisemr qd it o1 amardi s
BT TG A &Y, A [l fawal & sremaH, dfqur g @) ag,
3R TY-Iro wae W A 3= aftrfoat & Rt o1 o fasan
2, 1Y €} Ireul F T B FHSR 1 a1 FTierar a1 Sk
D1 3 ot B g

e It concludes that centralisation is increasing — which it
notes is not healthy — and calls for urgent remedial measures.
T8 frspd Reprad € i el a¢ 81§ — R 78 =y e

— 3R TepTel GURTHD SUTTI B 7T Bt B

e The report is an expansive critique of the dilapidation of
federalism, threatening India’s progress, and calls for changes to
reverse the dangerous course, stating that “Indian federalism now
requires a structural reset comparable in ambition to the
economic reforms of 1991”.

e RO TIATE 3 &RUT 51 T AT 2, o IR & Jorfy )
Wﬁ@m%ﬁ% 3R @RS 20 & e & o seamal ot /i

FRAI 8, I8 Hed gU [ “URHIY Tudarg ®) 39 1991 & e JuUrY Fft Weaes
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India’s constitutional framework took shape against the backdrop of Partition, and the
consolidation of princely States.

YR $T WA= grar faurs sk frarral & uatezor &t gyufly o fasRia gan

The context encouraged the founders to tilt towards a centralising constitutional scheme;
legislative, administrative, and judicial measures in the ensuing decades further
reinforced this line of thinking.

39 Ha A TRITS! B Fepd HaUTE qaRAT 3T 3R I $ forg URd fovar; 91g & a1t
¥ frumh, TRafe ok aTRie Sur 3 59 Wi & IR Heied

The report convincingly takes down the arguments for centralisation, and argues that
federalised governance is essential for a country of India’s size and diversity, and that it
would in fact be dangerous to overlook this imperative.

RO Heflepvor & Uef 7 fou 1T depf bl wHTd E11 Y WISt el ©, 3R I8 a et § b "l
T HARIT YIRA & ATHR R fafderan ara <=1 & e smawass &, $fR 39 sifaniar ot
3! HRAT AR § FRATD BT |

The Constitution can be amended far too easily for a federal polity, and this creates a self-
perpetuating cycle of centralisation.

AU B T THT =T & o rcafdies ST & T=nferd fan s gehar g, 3R I8
FEIPI0 P T 3TH-RIR Th D) 5+ Sl B

The territorial integrity of States is at the mercy of the Centre, most blatantly illustrated by
the dismantling of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Terr|tor|es in 2019.

Il Bt A SRAsAr Bg & 7 W R 5, ST 9ad WF ISR 2019 B 6 3R
FHIHR B & Foid U § fFHIRrd S 3|

The misplaced idea that the country needs one national language is being pursued by the
Union government, which is particularly assertive on the question.

g T YRUT S T BT TP APTT UTHT ST SHTARAD AN &, S AP GRT 31 TGI8 off 61 5,
T3 UY R R =TI e 8l

Governors have become instruments of the Centre’s overreach in all areas of governance.
ITuTe X & Gt &5 § g & ifrshHuI 3 SUPHRY S TG |

The impending inter-State delimitation of Lok Sabha constituencies is causing anxiety
among States that have stabilised their populations and stand to lose their relative weight in
national governance.

ST AT fratas gt &1 iaR-Irsdita ufvefta= 3 It & fifar Ut o 38T & e
ST STERE &1 RRR 35T & STR S IPTa <e # 310+ Wiel 78 1 @1 9ol g |

The Union has overt power in the conduct of elections, and key sectors such as education
and health are being increasingly centralised.

P & U gATE! & Gare § v Qfad 8, 3R e SNR TRy S v &l &7 9@ gofl
LRV

The GST regime has restructured India’s fiscal landscape in favour of the Union and at
States’ expense.
ﬁgﬁmﬁw%ﬂﬁuvﬂmﬁh%wﬁsﬁ?m%wwwﬁ%ﬁ
fbar gl

This report lays out the logic, facts and common sense about why federated governance
should be the path to progress. o

Tg RUIE g8 T, T IR AT THST TR BT © b o1 W RMRI AT YTl &1 A1
HRIEIEY

This report must form the basis for a new national conversation.
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from bonded labour

A landmark law formulated to end bonded labour in India marks its 50th year of passing,

Barik examines the Act’s relevance and effectiveness through the voices of labourers in

Odisha who sli

back into bonda

e even afier being officially rescued

etermined to fund the education of
his two sons and daughter, Pancha-
nan Muduli, 44, of Balangir, a west-

ee

what he now calls the worst ordeal of his life. He
and his family slept beside heaps of rotting
«chicks. Cleaning droppings from dawn to dusk

“When rehabilitation is delayed, rescued labour-
ers are pushed back into the same profession, no
matter how harsh or exploitative the con
are,” says Umi Daniel, Director of Migration and
Education, Aid et Action, an international non-
profit working at the intersection of poverty and
education.

Timely financial support is only the first step.
“We may have freed people physically from their
captors, but not from the debt that binds them.
Helping them stand on their own feet is a long-
term process,” Daniel adds. Without sustained
support, rescue becomes a temporary interrup-
tion, not a permanent escape.

The law mandates close monitoring of rescued
bonded labourers, with their details recorded in
official registers. It also requires the District Col-
lector to designate an officer to oversee their reh-
abilitation and ensure long-term protection. Dis-
trict-level vigilance committees, chaired by the
Collector, are meant to anchor this process.

tance is meant to be a foundation for rebuilding
lives after bondage. Yet, hundreds of released
bonded labourers continue to wait for
rehabilitation.

Few understand this gap better than Bagham-
bar Patnaik, a septuagenarian civil rights activist
who has taken up the cause of 1,472 released
bonded labourers before the Orissa Human
Rights Commission. The petition covers 1,085 la-
bourers from Balangir district, 44 from Subarna-
pur district, 28 from Bargarh district, 114 from
Nuapada district, and 201 from Kalahandi
district.

“A labour collective, Shramvahini, coordinat-
ed the rescue of hundreds of workers from diffe-
rent States. Most were migrant labourers from
western Odisha who had endured bonded condi-
tions,” Patnaik says. “They underwent summary
trials before Sub-Divisional Magistrates in the dis-
tricts where they were rescued and were issued
release certificates. But rehabilitation never fol-

ern Odisha district that depends on | The three became routine. The Odisha nodal officer responsible for reha- | lowed,” he points out, adding that many returned

rain for agriculture, left home in early 2025 for | months we “The three months we spent inside the poul- | bilitation of released bonded labourers, BinodSe- | to the same exploitative work they had escaped.
Hyderabad. He had been promised work on a spent inside try farm felt less like work and more like a pun- | napati, says he was unaware that people were not “The activist, who spent time in jail when he led
poultry farm and a place to sleep with the chicks the poultey ishment. It was worse than the hell described in | being assisted. “Whenever other States informus | a silent rally of barbers, attributes the failure lar-
he would be rearing. Though the wages were p‘]. mythologies,” he says. “The owner had pro- | about rescue and release of our labourers, we im- | gely to poor awareness and weak accountability
meagre, just £10,00 a month, he felt he would at f_arm feltless mised us ¥10,000 a month, but wages rarely | mediately inform the District Collectors to take | within the administration. “The law exists. The
least get a steady income he could send home. | like workand | came. He would not allow us to leave,” Majhi re- | care of them,” he says. provisions exist. What is missing is timely ac-
The stench, the humiliation, the loneliness | more likea «calls. In desperation, the couple secretly sent Daniel says rehabilitation cannot be reduced i
proved unbearable. In about a month, he quit | punishment... | their children away with a relative. By chance, | to a one-time cash payment. “Survivors must be
and began the journey home. Theowner | the children stumbled upon labour officials at | linked to anti-poverty programmes such as hous- | Caste-based bondage

At Vijayawada railway station, desperation had promised Yesvantpur Junction railway station. What fol- | ing, livelihood schemes, and social security to | Bondage in many villages survives not through
caughtup with him. A fishery farm owner offered | |V S | lowed was a rescue operation. “That day, we got | break the cycle of vulnerabiliy," says Danel. chains, but through caste. For generations, fami-
him work. Muduli agreed. What followed was our freedom,” he says. Jagat echoes this: “l am good at tailoring. My | lies from barber and washermen communities
worse: 15-hour workdays, makeshift shelters, and | Month. but Nine years on, the rescue certificate remains | wife too knows a little bit of tailoring. Had we | have remained trapped in hereditary servitude,
a job that tied him to the place he worked at. He | WAgesrarely | carefully preserved in their home, but the reha- | been provided handholding support, I would not | paid not in wages but in a few kilograms of rice.
and other labourers lived under constant watch | came. He bilitation promised under the Bonded Labour | have migrated to another State to work in such | The arrangement, unwritten, yet rigidly en-
and fear for seven months, he says. would noo System (Abolition) Act never arrived, he says. | harsh working conditions.” forced, passes from one generation to the next.

One day, when a relative of the owner died, | allow usto | Fearful of returning to migration, the couple now Daniel says that there was one sustained inter- | “We are forced to perform tasks like shaving
the labourers escaped. They walked for hours | jaave survives on daily wage work, but they can getjust | vention in Odisha, when nearly 1,200 rescued | villagers during death rituals, clearing leftover
through the forest to flee captivity from Perumal- one meal a day. bonded labourers from 500 families were reha- | food after feasts, and carrying ceremonal offer-
lapuram village in East Godavari District of And- ',;*M",;',“"""“ Their story echoes that of Jayaraj Jagat from | bilitated (from 2010-2015) and connected to go- | ings on our shoulders.” says Lalatendu Barik of

hra Pradesh. Muduli was later rescued by officials
of Telangana’s Nagarkurnool district and de-
clared a bonded labourer under the Bonded La-
bour System (Abalition) Act, 1976

He returned to his village Dumerpadar carry-
ing the hope that the law would help him rebuild
his life. Months passed. Help did not come, he
says. Within five months of rescue, Muduli chose
to migrate again. This time, with his wife and 5-
year-old daughter. They moved to a brick kiln in
Telangana in November 2025, and continue to
work there.

The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act,
1976, then a landmark in India’s history, complet-
ed 50 years of enactment in February 2026. It
came into force retrospectively in October 1975
and is “the system of forced, or partly forced, la-
bour under which a debtor enters... into an
agreement with the creditor...” The reasons are
generally economic or caste-based, both of
which the law covers.

Under the Act, which has not been amended
since its enactment, the State government is re-
quired to conduct periodic surveys to ascertain
the presence of bonded labourers. However, the
last source of data is the Socio Economic Caste
Census (SECC)-2011. As per its assessment, 8,304
bonded labourers mostly tribals, were rescued
and released in Odisha. The number of legally re-
leased bonded labourers in the country was 1.65
lakh. However, the Odisha government never re-
vealed what action it had taken to identify and
rehabilitate these 8,304 people.

Five decades after its enactment, the term
“bonded labourer” continues to evoke images of
slavery, something many believed had vanished
with colonial rule in India. Every district adminis-
tration in Odisha was asked to create a corpus
fund of 710 lakh so that immediate relief could be
provided to released bonded labour. Half the dis-
tricts in Odisha, do not have such a fund.

Individuals and families migrate

In 2017, Dambarudhar Majhi, 35, from Odisha’s
Nuapada district had migrated to Karnataka in
search of survival, only to find himself trapped in

Residers,
Nuapada district

Nuapada, who, along with his wife, was rescued
from a brick kiln in Tamil Nadu in 2012. They re-
ceived ¥19,000 each as rehabilitation assistance,
they say. For a brief period, the money offered
relief and dignity, allowing them to stay back in
their village. But the poverty and lack of appor-
tunity to earn in their village proved relentless.
By 2017, the couple had no choice but to mi-
grate again. They returned to the same cycle of
exploitation. For six months each year, they lived
under 6-foot-high makeshift shelters in brick
kilns, working up to 14 hours a day. lllness was a
luxury they could not afford. Hunger, debt, and
compulsion left them with no exit. Currently,
they are working in a brick kiln in Telangana.

Freedom sans relief
Delays in rehabilitation assistance are a problem,

especially for inter-State migrant labourers.

Jayaraj Jagat and his wife, who hail from Odisha's Nuapada district, and were rescued as bonded labourers in 2012, are working in a brick

Kiln in Telangana. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

vernment welfare programmes, “helping them
rebuild their lives with dignity”.

Before 2016, the Centre and State government
used to pay 110,000 each as assistance to a la-
bourer after their rescue from bondage. Under
the 1976 law, identification, release and rehabili-
tation of freed bonded labour is the direct res-
ponsibility of States and Union Territories.

However, in 2016, the Ministry of Labour and
Employment introduced the Central Sector
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers,
later strengthened and relaunched in 2022. Fully
funded by the Centre, the scheme does not re-
«quire any matching contribution from State go-
vernments. It guarantees immediate relief of up
10 30,000 to each rescued labourer, followed by
graded rehabilitation assistance of ¥l lakh, ¥2
Takh, or €3 lakh, depending on the gender, sever-
ity of exploitation, and vulnerability. The assis-

21F. A temporary relief from bonded labour
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pur village.

“This work is imposed on us by irth. There is
no escape. Anyone who resists faces social boy-
cott,” he continues.

When members of these communities began
resisting the system, the backlash was swift. They
faced intimidation, exclusion, and economic iso-
lation from dominant caste villagers.

Following sustained protests by people and in-
tervention by civil society groups, hundreds were
formally identified as bonded labourers and is-
sued release certificates under the 1976 Act. But
acknowledgement did not translate into rehabili-
tation, they say.

“Due to lack of administrative sensitivity, the
State government failed to send rehabilitation
proposals to the Centre,” says Patnaik, who has
moved both the Orissa High Court and the Orissa
Human Rights Commission seeking justice for
the affected families. “Years later, instead of ex-
tending assistance, the government cancelled
‘many of their release certificates,” he alleges.

As many as 1,283 people from tehsils, includ-
ing Brahmagiri, Krushnaprasad, Delang, and Ni-
mapara in Puri district, were once officially re-
cognised as bonded labourers. Today, many of
those certificates stand revoked.

Barik is among them. “I was declared a bond-
ed labourer on March 3, 2016. But an April 8,
2025 report says | am no longer one because |
have stopped performing customary services,”
he says.

Patnaik calls it a denial of reality. “This reflects
deep bureaucratic ignorance,” he says. “The go-
vernment is unwilling to acknowledge that caste-
based bondage still exists and comes under the
Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976,” he
says.

Daniel says implementation of the law remains
weak as it requires coordination among various
departments like labour, revenue, panchayati raj,
and the police. “There is no clear ownership, de-
fined roles, or standard operating procedures to
ensure that the historic Act benefits the most vul-
nerable,” he says.

satyasundar.b@thehindu.co.in

+

e Alandmark law formulated to end bonded labour in India marks its 50th year of passing.

YRA T ST TRt THK B & o718 1T 7 Ueh Qg S 30 uikd 819 & 509
e 7 7a% IR 9@ 6 |

e Satyasundar Barik examines the Act’s relevance and effectiveness through the voices of
labourers in Odisha who slipped back into bondage even after being officially rescued.

TG I 7 ISR & I ASIGRI B SMTATSl! & HIHH I 39 AT Bt yRifiwar 3R
qUTaRIAdT H1 3 fhar, St fHreTive U d 991¢ 9 o 916 off fhr O dgyem fRufa o
ESEIY

o Determined to fund the education of his two sons and daughter, Panchanan Muduli, 44, of
Balangir (Odisha) migrated to Hyderabad in early 2025 for work at a poultry farm with

wages of 10,000 per month.

30 &1 JEt IR T ot 3T e & o 2g Wofeud i ggett, 44, ez (3ife=m) &
fAarft, 2025 Y BT A BTG U Uieg! BT A 10,000 WiAHTE o) AoIgH TR HH TR
M|

e The stench, humiliation and loneliness became unbearable and within a month he left and
began his journey home.
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eI, SMTHT 3R SPETY SR80 81 7T 3R T HeH & iR 8 I8 B SIS W
&1 forg feram)
e At Vijayawada railway station, a fishery farm owner offered him work where he endured 15-
hour workdays, constant surveillance and captivity for seven months.

fasTarsT Yad WM R U6 T B Hifid = 14 {631 Si51 39 15 U¢ $I Hergdl, PR
Tt ofR wTa WA 31 g I

o When the owner’s relative died, labourers escaped through forests from Perumallapuram
village, East Godavari (Andhra Pradesh) and Muduli was rescued and declared a bonded
labourer under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976.

SId HTfeeh o RRAGR B! I g5, HoigR di MeTast (Y =M & UFHTATYRH Tid Y Srat
& I U et IR Ggoll &l SR aYSHT Helgy (SA) HTUTH, 1976 & d8d SE3HT
ToIgR i fobar |

e He returned to his village hoping for rehabilitation but received no help and within five
months migrated again with his wife and 5-year-old daughter to a brick kiln in November
2025.

98 Ga 1 ST AR TMid dlic IR Haa Toi (el 3R uig Tgi- & WiaR gelt 3R 5 a9 &t
¢ & 1Y TGER 2025 H R TP 3¢ Y3 W Y I I T

Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976
YT HoTgR HoMmelt (S=qer) Siferfraw, 1976

e The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 completed 50 years in February 2026
and came into force retrospectively in October 1975.
Y3 TeTgR YuTTelt (S=ge) Sfufraw, 1976 A wRast 2026 H 50 a9 T fvu 3R 77 Sragar
1975 Y YHTAt gl

e The law defines bonded labour as forced labour due to economic or caste-based reasons
and mandates periodic surveys by State governments.
g BT S Holgd! I ST AT FAIfeiTd BIRUN I Sd Sa=- 99 & ©U H gRUI
8 SR 750 IR gRT Frafia wderor sfHarf srar |

e Asper SECC-2011, 8,304 bonded labourers in Odisha were rescued and 1.65 lakh in
India, but rehabilitation action in Odisha remained unclear.
SECC-2011 & 3fUR SNFE=T & 8,304 TYHT ASIGR 3R T YRA H 1.65 ARG Tard fobl T, TR
e A gaa‘ra &1 fRufd Ty 781 %@l

e District administrations in Odisha were asked to create a ¥10 lakh corpus fund, yet half the
districts lack such funds.

gﬁ%m%ﬁwwﬁﬂomaﬁwmﬁwﬁ'&rﬁmw, TR 1Y foret # o1 P Y
|

Individuals and families migrate

fed 3R uRER gara= a3 &

e |n 2017, Dambarudhar Majhi, 35, from Nuapada (Odisha) migrated to Karnataka and was
trapped in exploitative labour at a poultry farm with 10,000 promised wages but rarely
paid.

2017 ¥, FIATUTST (3NSTM) S SR AISR, 35, HAfed T 3R Ulec] BH H M0 BT RISR
gU STl 210, ooomwwwwweﬂwgaﬂl

e His children were secretly sent away and later found by labour officials at Yesvantpur
Junction, leading to a rescue operation.
3D T Bl e TG J Vol 7T 3R d TRIGAYR SR W 97 el 9 fia, foras s
ST el

o Nine years later, despite holding a rescue certificate, rehabilitation never arrived and the
family survives on daily wage with one meal a day.

TN arg ﬁmm@ﬁ%wwﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%n@wu
Y HS ¥ St gm0 HRaT g |
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Jayaraj Jagat from Nuapada was rescued from a brick kiln in Tamil Nadu (2012) and
received ¥19,000 rehabilitation assistance, but poverty forced migration again by 2017.
T3MTUTST & STURTS SI7Td &1 2012 B af¥aTg & S¢ 43 I F91a1 T/ 3R 219,000 YT
HETdl fiefl, TR TR & BRI 2017 H R UeH H=A1 UST|

They worked 14 hours a day, lived in 6-foot makeshift shelters, and currently work in a
brick kiln in Telangana.

d 14 9 "fafe o™ & §, 6 P FHa ATt iyl 7 78 § SR g9 H AeTET & 3¢
g W B §

Freedom sans relief

I8d & o= Tad=an

Delays in rehabilitation assistance are a problem, especially for inter-State migrant
labourers.

YA eI § &8t U 901 5, faRiva SiaR-¥ity yarit wergRl & foru|

“When rehabilitation is delayed, rescued labourers are pushed back into the same profession,
no matter how harsh or exploitative the conditions are,” says Umi Daniel, Director of
Migration and Education, Aid et Action.

SIS GG § &) Bl B, ST TTE Heigl) b bR 3 ORY B dlie usdr 7, 918 uRfRufaar et
lﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂTQﬂWﬁ”Gﬁ@ﬁ'ﬂﬁ, ﬁm(Migration and Education), Aid et Action
FEA G

Timely financial support is only the first step.

T R fo=itg W &ad ugel Hed

“We may have freed people physically from their captors, but not from the debt that binds
them. Helping them stand on their own feet is a long-term process,” Daniel adds.

T AT ! IR 0 F A God [har g, TR I a1 ard ol F g1 I ATAMLR ST
& @1 uferar §,” SHad oed 5|

Without sustained support, rescue becomes a temporary interruption, not a permanent
escape.

fRaR e & fomT SaTd Faat SR faRTe &7 o 7, Rirdt gfdd e

The law mandates close monitoring of rescued bonded labourers with their details
recorded in official registers.

BT & TR Tad YT HOTGRI Pt BRal IR R 701 [JaR0r SfidRe sifiyeral &
&St AT AR gl

It requires the District Collector to designate an officer to oversee rehabilitation and ensure
long-term protection.

¥ forar Fadex I gHai &1 FIRH SR dide1feres TRemr gRidg o=+ 8g Siter! fgad
FRAT AT g |

District-level vigilance committees, chaired by the Collector, are meant to anchor this
process. ] _ .

foren wadta adar afafoar, doae’ ST sieagd §, 39 Ulhar ol Farad B o T a8
STt 5 1

The Odisha nodal officer Binod Senapati said he was unaware that people were not being
assisted.

3ffS=N & Ared BRI fadig SATafa A o1 o 38 THBRI a1 &t fob ATl 1 wgrar et
EREEE]

“Whenever other States inform us about rescue, we immediately inform District Collectors,”
he said.

<o1a 1ft 37 T B8 TA1d B YIS §, B9 R forel HaigeR) Bl gfed FRa 7, 31 Hal
Daniel says rehabilitation cannot be reduced to a one-time cash payment.

ST F5d € 5 77l &) $ad T R & Adh¢ YA ab irad g1 b Sl e |
Survivors must be linked to housing, livelihood and social security schemes to break the
cycle of vulnerability.

uﬁ%—cﬁa;rgrram STofA®T SR ATHIRTE YR AT F SNST 1A% € difs SRGRE BT
EE I
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e Bondage in many villages survives not through chains, but through caste.
3 Al § e SoRI U 8T afedh SATfd & HIEH ¥ Siifdd ¢ |

e For generations, families from barber and washermen communities have remained trapped
in hereditary servitude, paid not in wages but in a few kilograms of rice.

Hifeal ¥ -1 3R et [ o ORAR d=Id e & B T3, foig Aoigy] & ol $8
Tt arae fear i
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PAC pulls up govt. for slow implementation of SANKALP scheme

PAC A SANKALP TISHT & i fraraaa & foe TReR &) BedRT

PAC pulls up govt. for
slow implementation
of SANKALP scheme

Panel questions govt. over absence of a central monitoring mechanism

and gaps in due diligence; CAG had flagged shortfalls in financial progress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Public Accounts
T Committee (PAC) of
Parliament,
chaired by senior Congress
leader K.C. Venugopal, on
Friday criticised the go-
vernment for what mem-
bers described as “lacka-
daisical” implementation
of the Skill Acquisition and
Knowledge Awareness for
Livelihood Promotion
(SANKALP) scheme, a flag-
ship programme of the Mi-
nistry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship.
The panel was examin-
ing a Comptroller and Aud-
itor General (CAG) report
that highlighted significant
delays and shortfalls in
both financial and physical
progress  under the
scheme. According to the
CAG, only 44% of the bud-
geted provision for SAN-
KALP was disbursed bet-
ween 2017-18 and 2023-24
(as of October 2023). The
audit also flagged weak ad-
herence to implementa-
tion guidelines and a slug-
gish pace of execution
across components.
Approved by the Cabi-

The scheme seeks to strengthen short-term skill training through
better institutional frameworks and industry linkage. FILE PHOTO

net Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs in October
2017 with a total outlay of
34,455 crore, SANKALP
was designed to streng-
then short-term skill train-
ing through better institu-
tional frameworks,
enhanced industry linkag-
es, and targeted inclusion
of marginalised communi-
ties.

The scheme was slated
to be financed through a
World Bank loan of ¥3,300
crore, State leverage of
%660 crore, and industry
leverage of 3495 crore.

Launched in 2018, SAN-
KALP was originally sche-
duled for completion by

March 2023 but was later
extended to March 2024.
Against the first tranche of
the agreed loan of $250
million, the Bank dis-
bursed %1,606.15 crore
(86%), but the Ministry
utilised only ¥850.71 crore
as of December 2023.

The CAG attributed part
of the delay to “non-prepa-
redness” within the Minis-
try before the commence-
ment of the loan period.
The PAC members echoed
this during the meeting,
questioning the govern-
ment over the absence of a
central monitoring me-
chanism and gaps in due
diligence.

physical progress under the scheme.
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) aﬁwﬁuﬁéaﬂﬁrﬁmm T, foraw
ST & dgd faxiia 3R Wifae wifa & agayguf 38 o wRal &t ISR farar w1

21F. PAC pulls up govt. for slow
implementation of SANKALP
scheme

PAC A SANKALP TioHT & iR
fparaga & foT IRPR &1 BedRT

e Panel questions govt. over absence
of a central monitoring mechanism and gaps
in due diligence; CAG had flagged shortfalls
in financial progress.

U9 A Fg AR o3 9t srqufRufa ek
T AEaurt § 3R & forg ReR @
Hard far, cAG A faxita yafa & sl &
ara-t ¢ A

e The Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) of Parliament, chaired by senior
Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, on
Friday criticised the government for what
members described as “lackadaisical’
implementation of the Skill Acquisition and
Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood
Promotion (SANKALP) scheme, a flagship
programme of the Ministry of SKill
Development and Entrepreneurship.
TS BI Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), foreaat sreaerar afvg HioRT AT K.C.
Venugopal W?%% ﬁwaﬁw
@I Skill Acquisition and Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion
(SANKALP) TS & “3eaTa-1q01”
foraTaa & forg et &Y, <t piwra
T SR SfiraT HATed @8 S TSt

2l

e The panel was examining a
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
report that highlighted significant delays
and shortfalls in both financial and
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e According to the CAG, only 44% of the budgeted provision for SANKALP was disbursed
between 2017-18 and 2023-24 (as of October 2023).
CAG & 3HR, 2017-18 | 2023-24 (FEER 2023 dP) & a1F SANKALP & T aie
UG BT had 44% faafed fosar mar|

e The audit also flagged weak adherence to implementation guidelines and a sluggish pace of
execution across components.

3ifee A fraraga o= & HuwR ure iR gierr & fafis ges) o dish
Hrataga fd &1 ff ISR fFani

e Approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs in October 2017 with a total outlay
of ¥4,455 crore, SANKALP was designed to strengthen short-term skill training through
better institutional frameworks, enhanced industry linkages, and targeted inclusion of
marginalised communities.

Sfdgar 2017 ® Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs GIRT PT T4,455 mﬁzaﬁw&r%
1Y ITHEIEA, SANKAL P &l 3gaR IRINTE &1, ST i eﬁwﬁqwaﬁmﬁwﬁr
g;rf&mwﬁm%mmﬁammaﬁmﬁu&r&maﬁwmﬁ%mm

R N

e The scheme was slated to be financed through a World Bank loan of ¥3,300 crore, State
leverage of ¥660 crore, and industry leverage of ¥495 crore.

T B sy F5 0T €3,300 BAS, T4 BT GRS €660 BT, 3R I BT GNTETH
2495 FS ¥ ATeaH | 7 T H3 $1 vaTE ATl

e Launched in 2018, SANKALP was originally scheduled for completion by March 2023 but
was later extended to March 2024.

2018 H Y= §3 SANKALP &I Td &9 & U 2023 T RT HIA T HRIHH AT, Afp a1g
39 9 2024 9 ST e T
e Against the first tranche of the agreed loan of $250 million, the Bank disbursed ¥1,606.15

crore (86%), but the Ministry utilised only ¥850.71 crore as of December 2023.
TeHAfd BT F Ugd TR $250 AT & fRaare, 9@ A 21,606.15 FRIS (86%) faaia
fou, afe fewaR 2023 9@ HaTera A Had 2850.71 ﬂsmmﬂﬁ»‘m

e The CAG attributed part of the delay to “non-preparedness” within the Ministry before the
commencement of the loan period.
CAG = &3t &7 o1 0 3raft IR g4 | gd HATerd ot “IAUFIadr &I garail

e The PAC members echoed this during the meeting, questioning the government over the
absence of a central monitoring mechanism and gaps in due diligence.

PAC 9ewl A 33 & ST 39 alev[l, Haia PR a5 & srqufRufa oiv vafw
Jraur # 3R & foe WeR | Hard fHar|
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U.S. Supreme Court rejects Trump tariffs

.Uy, Gii¥ $Id A 70 P TNE @i 1 fau

21F

Indiajoins U.S.-led tech alliance to build supply chains for electronics and critical
minerals

YR A sAGE-ad 3R Hgayul @i-ell & fore 3myfd e a9 & fore g o -Aqa
qrell aB-dt TeaY H e g

21F

India took part as ‘observer’ in the first Board of Peace for Gaza meeting, says MEA

YR A TS & fore uga 91 3P i do® & ‘qddere’ & v § g forar, Mea 3 (CE

Pel

21F

Modi holds talks with UN chief, other world leaders

Daga

AT\
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HIEH 9 UN S 3R 3= fay Ad1sii & A1y do® 3l

21F | Poland withdraws from treaty bannin (a; anti-personnel mines

TS A TH-u_d Arsd wR ufady ara 9y I aroht #t

21F | ‘As dynamic economies, India, Brazil can’t remain distant’

aTfrRite erforawutall % U §, YR 3R ST X T8} @ TP

U.S. Supreme Court rejects Trump tariffs

The Supreme Court declared that only Congress
has the power to impose taxes, including tariffs

The ruling nullifies ‘reciprocal’ tariffs Trump
imposed utilising an emergency powers law

The Treasury collected more than $133 billion
from the import taxes the President imposed

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

he United States Su-
T preme Court struck

down  DPresident
Donald Trump’s far-reach-
ing global tariffs on Friday,
handing him a significant
loss on an issue crucial to
his economic agenda.

The 6-3 decision centres
on tariffs imposed under
an emergency powers law,
including the sweeping
“reciprocal” tariffs he le-
vied on nearly every other
country, such as India.

It’s the first major piece
of Mr. Trump’s broad agen-
da to come squarely before
the nation’s highest court,
which he helped shape
with the appointments of
three conservative jurists
in his first term.

The majority found that
the Constitution “very
clearly” gives Congress the
power to impose taxes,
which include tariffs. “The
Framers did not vest any
part of the taxing power in
the Executive Branch,”
Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote.

The Treasury had col-
lected more than $133 bil-
lion from the import taxes
the President has imposed
under the emergency pow-
ers law as of December,
federal data shows.

The tariff decision
doesn’t stop Mr. Trump
from imposing duties un-
der other laws. While
those have more limita-
tions on the speed and se-
verity of Mr. Trump’s ac-
tions, top administration
officials have said they ex-

Court rebuff

an Friday, the LS. Supreme Court

invalidated President Donald Trump's global
tariffs under a 1977 emergency powers law

= April 2025: Trump impases ‘recipracal’
tariffs on most countries te address frade

deficits and emergencies

N &

W 2025-2026: Lawsuits filed by states and
businesses challenge the taritfs’ legality

W Dec. 2025: Treasury reports $133
billion collected from the import taxes;
eompanies like Costen seek refunds

= Feb. 20: Court rules 6-3; it says only

to impose tariffs

pect to keep the tariff fra-
mework in place under
other authorities.

‘Absolutely ashamed’
The Supreme Court ruling
comes despite a series of

Congress has the constitutional power

short-term wins on the
court’s emergency docket
that have allowed Mr.
Trump to push ahead with
extraordinary flexes of ex-
ecutive power on issues
ranging from high-profile

Trump orders
temporary 10%
global tariff

WASHINGTON

Donald Trump said he would
impose a 10% global tariff for
150 days, under Section 122 of
the Trade Act of 1974, to
replace some duties struck
down by the court. He said the
new duties would be over and
above the existing tariffs. He
also said nothing changes on
trade deal with India. reuters

firings to major federal
funding cuts.

Mr. Trump on Friday
said the court’s ruling that
struck down his sweeping
tariffs was “deeply disap-
pointing” and that he was

“absolutely ashamed” by
the justices who ruled
against him in the 6-3
decision.

Mr. Trump set what he
called “reciprocal” tariffs
on most countries in April
2025 to address trade defi-
cits, which he declared a
national emergency. Those
came after he imposed du-
ties on Canada, China and
Mexico, ostensibly to ad-
dress a drug trafficking
emergency.

However, Justices Sa-
muel Alito, Clarence Tho-
mas and Brett Kavanaugh
dissented. “The tariffs at is-
sue here may or may not
be wise policy. But as a
matter of text, history, and
precedent, they are clearly
lawful,” Justice Kavanaugh
wrote.

‘The majority did not ad-

dress whether companies
could get refunded for the
billions they have collec-
tively paid in tariffs.

Many companies, in-
cluding the big-box ware-
house chain Costco, have
already lined up to de-
mand refunds in lower
courts. Justice Kavanaugh
noted the process could be
complicated.

The Republican Presi-
dent has been vocal about
the case, calling it one of
the most important in U.S.
history and saying a ruling
against him would be an
economic body blow to the
country.

But legal opposition
crossed the political spec-
trum, including libertarian
and pro-business groups
that are typically aligned
with the Republican Party.

21F. U.S. Supreme Court rejects Trump tariffs

g U, gUiF ¢ A €0 & ¢Rw Tl a2 few

e The ruling nullifies ‘reciprocal’ tariffs Trump imposed utilising an emergency powers
law
Tg fAvfg 39 UfaqRe TR oY I HA1 | S S0 7 SATUTdbTe Qfaddl & ST BT JUTNT
PR A fbu A

e The Supreme Court declared that only Congress has the power to impose taxes,
including tariffs
i BIE 3 DY Y 6 Hae WHE P U B I &) Wi 2, g 2w +ff wnferer §

e The Treasury collected more than $133 billion from the import taxes the President imposed

< 3 STATd B 9§ $133 fafera & 3if¥e vepa foby it yufa = e

e The United States Supreme Court struck down President Donald Trump’s far-reaching global
tariffs on Frlday, handing him a significant loss on an issue crucial to his economic agenda.
T I 3R Bt YA PIE 5 YHaR B SIS ¢U & S dfyds i g e
f3u, oI 38 3% S ToleT & folt Agayul He, R §8T e Al

e The 6-3 decision centres on tariffs imposed under an emergency powers law, including
the sweeping “reciprocal” tariffs he levied on nearly every other country, such as India.
6-3 & fufg & B ANE W B S STl Wfdadl & HH & dgd v T A, R s
“gfaRe TRE M § S I T &R 37 ST, S YR, TR T

o It's the first major piece of Mr. Trump’s broad agenda to come squarely before the nation’s
highest court, which he helped shape with the appointments of three conservative jurists in
his first term.

g fiRe ¢U & A0S ToisT &1 Ugdl oY fowdl & S T P &1 Fai SfaTerd & I 1,
gﬁsﬁﬁ&mﬁuﬁmﬁeﬁqﬁﬁaﬁwsﬂﬁﬁﬁgm@ﬁmuwﬁﬁm
|

e The Treasury had collected more than $133 billion from the import taxes the President has
imposed under the emergency powers law as of December, federal data shows.
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S STl & 3JER, CoRt A e T SMUTADIe Yfekidl & BT & dgd APUTd GRT MY
T T BRI Y $133 [SferH F 31 T fbu 3|
e The tariff decision doesn’t stop Mr. Trump from imposing duties under other laws.
gg 2f¥w fAufa fiReR €U oY o/ BT & d8d Yo T ¥ A8l Al

e Mr. Trump set what he called “reciprocal” tariffs on most countries in April 2025 to address
trade deficits, which he declared a national emergency.

RReR U A 3ld 2025 H ST = R O 3T “HfAqR®” <R Hgl, I ATUR "I HI
TIfed R o forg ] fobar, SRl I51H 1P SHurdeptet wIfvd foba
e Those came after he imposed duties on Canada, China and Mexico, ostensibly to address a
drug trafficking emergency.

T q9 3T od S5 B1ST, TN 3R AfRTd) R Yeob MY, HiAT U J T ApL

SITUTAPTA D! Haldd B & feru|

e However, Justices Samuel Alito, Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh dissented.
BT, =arardi=r AYara Thiet, Feivw UTa™ SR S Ha-T - SRigafd ad &1

o “The tariffs at issue here may or may not be wise policy. But as a matter of text, history, and
precedent, they are clearly lawful,” Justice Kavanaugh wrote.

& A H, 3 WY U ST S, TR daer 3 e

India joins U.S.-led tech alliance to build supply
chains for electronics and critical minerals

| UL ———

NEW DELHI

India joined the Pax Silica
group on Friday, teaming
up with the United States
and other countries that
have sought to build a com-
mon supply chain for elec-
tronics and  critical
minerals.

At an event during the
Al Impact Summit, Union
Minister for Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy Ashwini Vaishnaw
signed a document formal-
ly including India in the
group, along with U.S. Un-
dersecretary of State for
economic growth, energy,
and the environment Jacob
Helberg.

Mr. Helberg has been a
major force in creating the
group, which had its inaug-
ural summit at the U.S. In-
stitute of Peace in Washing-
ton, D.C. last December.

In a brief impassioned

- PAXSILICA

Securing the Silicon Supply Chain

New bond: IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (second from right) with
U.S. envoy Sergio Gor (centre) and others at an event to mark
India’s entry into the Pax Silica initiative in New Delhi on Friday. PTi

address on Friday, Mr. Hel-
berg asserted that “we
have allowed the founda-
tions of our economic se-
curity to drift”, adding that
it was important for coun-
tries like India and the U.S.,
who had both rejected “a
king oceans away”, to re-
claim sovereignty over

their supply chains.

Pax Silica’s other signa-
tories include Canada, Ja-
pan, South Korea, and the
European Union.

They have sought to
make their supply chains
more resilient to shocks
from China, which has ex-
ercised its leverage over

the last year as the sole
source of refined rare earth
elements, to gain an upper
hand in trade negotiations
with the U.S.

“We have a very large ta-
lent pool, and we have con-
ducted our foreign policy
in a manner that builds
trust,” Mr. Vaishnaw said
on the sidelines of the
summit.

‘Say no to blackmail’
“We find ourselves grap-
pling with a global supply
chain that is massively over
concentrated,” Mr. Helberg
said.

“We watch as our
friends and allies face daily
threats of economic coer-
cion and blackmail, forced
to choose between their
sovereignty and their pros-
perity. We have seen the
lights of a great Indian city
extinguished by a keys-
troke from across the bor-
der,” he added, in an appa-

R g o § 9 T 31 e el IHgeRY &t Hifd g1 afe ure, sfaer o firara

rent reference to alleged
sabotage that caused a
blackout in Mumbai in Oc-
tober 2020.

“And we’ve seen our

friends denied essential
minerals simply because a
leader dared to speak her
mind,” he said, in an appa-
rent reference to China’s
recent restrictions on rare
earth element exports as a
response to Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi’s remarks on Tai-
wan.
“So today, as we signed
the Pax Silica Declaration,
we say no to weaponised
dependency, and we say
no to blackmail,” Mr. Hel-
berg said.

India was not a signato-
ry at the initial summit for
reasons that remain un-
confirmed. However, the
U.S., as the convening par-
ty of the group, had said
for weeks that it is open to
India joining.

21F. India joins U.S.-led tech alliance to build supply chains for electronics and

critical minerals
YR A 3R gyl @il & R engfd gaant s9M & e g.uw -

Aqcd arell ab-IP! TSau | e g

¢ Indiajoined the Pax Silica group on Friday, teaming up with the United States and
other countries that have sought to build a common supply chain for electronics and
critical minerals.

YR A YEHAR BT Pax Silica TIg & AW o Tgad o AN 3R 39 <=0 & 1Y
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e At an event during the Al Impact Summit, Union Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw signed a document formally including India
in the group, along with U.S. Undersecretary of State for economic growth, energy, and

) i e & A e b, e s o s seheve) ot s
Al dh , ORI
AW 7 Th XA IR 5E1ER fob T forgs R b1 3nfiispie U 9 ﬁwﬁaﬁa‘gﬁﬂ%

1y gt 3Rt & enfie faera, Seit 3R yafaRur & Iu-Irsg it
o Pax Silica’s other signatories include Canada, Japan, South Korea, and the European

Ry
Union.
Pax Silica & 3= gEII&RG A H HATST, SITUTH, gféor Hifvar, ok RIfa Wy wfia g1
e They have sought to make their supply chains more resilient to shocks from China, which has

exercised its leverage over the last year as the sole source of refined rare earth elements, to
gain an upper hand in trade negotiations with the U.S.

I U SMTYfel YrAeaii HI I I G T e & oY e Ag-IRITe S BT T
foran B, o fUsdt o wquf ufespa ety gt ael &1 TeHam Hid 81 & A1d /0= JuTa &1

TART faa, A1fes g, TN, & AT STUR ardt & ded giid &1 o 9 |

e India was not a signatory at the initial summit for reasons that remain unconfirmed.
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India took part as ‘observer’
in the first Board of Peace
for Gaza meeting, says MEA

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A day after an Indian diplo-
mat participated in the first
meeting of the Board of
Peace for Gaza in Washing-
ton D.C., the Ministry of
External Affairs said India
was there as an
“observer”.

The official spokesper-
son of the Ministry, Rand-
hir Jaiswal, reiterated In-
dia’s position on the
Palestinian issue and said
India stood for a “sove-
reign, independent, and
viable state of Palestine
based on 1967 borders”.

“India attended the
Board of Peace meeting
held in Washington D.C. as
an observer. India has sup-
ported the Gaza Peace Plan
initiative of President
Trump and the efforts un-
derway due to UNSC reso-

Randhir Jaiswal

Iution 2803,” he said in res-
ponse to a question on
India’s presence in the
meeting. India was repre-
sented by Deputy Chief of
Mission of the Indian Em-
bassy in Washington D.C.
Namgya Khampa.

Mr. Jaiswal explained In-
dia’s multiple moves on the
Israel-Palestine conflict ov-
er the past few days that re-
ceived sharper focus be-
cause of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s upcom-

ing visit to Israel.

Earlier this week, India
opted out of a joint appea-
rance of member nations
at the UN criticising Israel
for its continued expan-
sion of West Bank settle-
ments. India did not initial-
ly sign a statement critical
of Israel that was endorsed
by 85 member states. But,
more than 24 hours later,
India signed the statement
that was read out by the
Palestinian Ambassador to
the UN criticising the Israe-
li government for its policy
of expanding settlements
in the West Bank.

Israel’s recent decisions
asking existing Palestinian
landholders of West Bank
for proof of ownership and
facilitating outside settlers
to acquire land in the en-
clave have drawn strong
condemnation from multi-
ple quarters.

o wfara 7Y u1, HRUT S 31t Sy B

21F. Indiatook part as
‘observer’ in the first Board
of Peace for Gaza meeting,
says MEA

YR 7 et & fore uga a8
3P Y 96& & ‘qdaars’ &
¥ H fgwar forar, MEA A Pt

e A day after an Indian
diplomat participated in the first
meeting of the Board of Peace for
Gaza in Washington D.C,, the
Ministry of External Affairs said
India was there as an “observer”.
U {31 918 o9 T Wty
SR = aifire . d e
¥ forg vgd 918 o fra &t Jo
H Hrr feran, oY fadwr warera A a1
% YR 98T t& “uddar® & wu
o Hivg ol

e The official spokesperson of
the Ministry, Randhir Jaiswal,
reiterated India’s position on the
Palestinian issue and said India
stood for a “sovereign,
independent, and viable state of
Palestine based on 1967 borders”

e ¥ SRR Tae, TR SaTd, 3 AR TR W uRa )RR @RS ok
Pl b URT 1967 F} Jwne uR smenia Wuy, wda 3R e b= 3sa & uer &
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o “India attended the Board of Peace meeting held in Washington D.C. as an observer.
India has supported the Gaza Peace Plan initiative of President Trump and the efforts
underway due to UNSC resolution 2803,” he said in response to a question on India’s
presence in the meeting.

“URE 7 aTiivTeq S1.3t. A smaifora 91 oifw T do@ # 1 wdders & & § Ui foran |
YR = AFYT TFI P IS i AISHT Uget T GHH f3ham 8 $fR UNSC URdTd 2803 & dgd
T Y8 TR 1 99 o 8,7 51 96 B URd &1 U TR aTd & Sfard § HgT

¢ India did not initially sign a statement critical of Israel that was endorsed by 85 member

states.

YRA A IR= W I TU TR gE1&R a1 fhU o SoRTSd P STae1 Har AT 3R R 85
ey el A rgHifed fomar Tl

e But, more than 24 hours later, India signed the statement that was read out by the Palestinian
Ambassador to the UN criticising the Israeli government for its policy of expanding
settlements in the West Bank.

AP, 24 ¥ A Sift® 91g, WA A 39 TTH WR FEIER [P Ford fipferedi- Ireiga 3
e 1Y 9 v, S ufid ae # Sl @1 fawar e 9 songd Wer 9 Aifa 3t
ST BT AT

e |srael’s recent decisions asking existing Palestinian landholders of the West Bank for proof of
ownership and facilitating outside settlers to acquire land in the enclave have drawn strong
condemnation from multiple quarters.

SoRTSA & gTferar Ba, forad ufindt ae & disger

fipfera= Yffr u®l | w1t &1
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Modi holds
talks with UN
chief, other
world leaders
GSILIR ]

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday held bilat-
eral talks with top leaders
of Mauritius and Slovakia.

Mr. Modi also held a
meeting with UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres
and discussed how the glo-
bal body can play a “con-
structive role” in making
use of artificial intelligence
inclusive.

The Prime Minister met
Mr. Guterres and other
leaders on the sidelines of
the Al Impact Summit.

Following his talks with
Mauritius Prime Minister
Navinchandra  Ramgoo-
lam, Mr. Modi said both
sides would continue to
work in close cooperation
to ensure regional security
and prosperity.

Mr. Modi also described
Mauritius as a vital partner
in India’s MAHASAGAR
vision.

Mr. Modi said he and
Slovak President Peter Pel-
legrini discussed bilateral
cooperation in areas of de-
fence, space and digital pu-
blic infrastructure.

21F. Modi holds talks with UN chief, other world leaders

WS A UN T SR o= fay Aareit & A1y do@ $t

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday held bilateral talks with
top leaders of Mauritius and Slovakia.
T Tt g T 7 YHaR o AR SR Ttarfear & < Aarsit &
wr fguefta arat o1

e Mr. Modi also held a meeting with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and discussed how the global body can play a
“constructive role” in making use of artificial intelligence inclusive.
oft |} 7 UN HeTIfa ettt s & 91 ot 96% 3T ok 39 W9
! o AP e 2 FHW IEHAT (A) F ITEART B gHTAM F9 A
TH TFTHD YFHBT 14T Java 5|

e The Prime Minister met Mr. Guterres and other leaders on the
sidelines of the Al Impact Summit.

YT |41 9 Al Impact Summit ¥ GRH %ﬁ'{ﬁw 3R 3= Aqren
AThTd Bl |

e Following his talks with Mauritius Prime Minister Navinchandra
Ramgoolam, Mr. Modi said both sides would continue to work in close
cooperation to ensure regional security and prosperity.
AR & GUT-ET s Y@y & 9 S & a6, o Jicl A &g
gﬁ?ﬁw%ﬁqﬁv&naﬁw@gﬁ@aaﬂ?@mﬁwmﬂw

I

e Mr. Modi also described Mauritius as a vital partner in India’s
MAHASAGAR vision.
oft Wi} 7 AR BT YRd BT MAHASAGAR Ef¥ § Te Ag@qul UieR &
= # ot aftfa fea)

e Mr. Modi said he and Slovak President Peter Pellegrini
discussed bilateral cooperation in areas of defence, space and digital
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public infrastructure.
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Poland withdraws from treaty

dez Jafiet 7 van, fafvar sk f¥ferea

21F. Poland withdraws from treaty banning anti-

banning anti-personnel mines

A

Poland will use anti-personnel as well as anti-tank land mines to
defend its eastern border against the growing threat from Russia,
Poland’s deputy Defence Minister said on Friday, as the country
officially left the 1997 Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty, also known
as the Ottawa Convention. AP

personnel mines

TS A ¢H-udAd AE R ufddy ara Afy 4
CINEIKCD]

e Poland will use anti-personnel as well as anti-tank

land mines to defend its eastern border against the
growing threat from Russia, Poland’s deputy Defence
Minister said on Friday, as the country officially left the 1997
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty, also known as the Ottawa
Convention.

Tids 3rue gdf War @t 3em F foe td-uedRa ok td-3w
v A ATEH BT SUART BN, & I 9gd Ta¥ P e-IoN,
F I &1 WA A IEhaAR B BT, Fife I MRS dR

TR 1997 &1 TH-wiAa wrsH ufody Wy, R siterar #a=M
1t g1 SITaT B, | S8R 8 T
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‘As dynamic economies, India, Brazil can’t remain distant’

Bilateral trade between Brazil and India reached its peak in 2025, but it remains far below its true potential, says Brazilian President Lula da Silva, who is accompanied by the country’s largest-ever

business delegation of 600 representatives to the BrazilIndia Business Forum, highlighting the role of private-sector collaboration in driving economic growth; Lula warns against digital colonialism’®

INTERVIEW

Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva

Shobhan Saxena

razilian President

Luiz Indcio Lula da

Silva is in India on
afour-day visit with the lar-
gest-ever delegation, un-
derscoring the momentum
in relations between the
two countries. In an exclu-
sive interview with The
Hindu, President Lula res-
ponded to questions on a
range of issues, from
strengthening  bilateral
cooperation to navigating
an increasingly uncertain
global order. Edited ex-
cerpts:

During your visit to New
Delhi, what concrete
measures and

ments are
expected todeepen and

Bilateral trade between
Brazil and India reached its
highest level in 2025, but it

remains far below its true
potential. India has 1.4 bil-
lion people and Brazil has
215 million. It makes no
sense for our trade to be
only 815 billion. That is
why significantly expand-
ing our trade flows is one
of the main objectives of
this visit. We will sign sev-
eral agreements to achieve
this goal. We will sign
agreements on critical
minerals — the first of its
kind to be signed by Brazil
- and on small and medi-
um-sized enterprises, a
sector that generates mil-
lions of jobs. During my vi-
sit, I will also take part in
the Brazil-India Business
Forum, with 600 represen-
tatives from the private
sectors of both countries.
Because it is the private
sector, through partner-
ships and joint projects,
that will transform the ex-
cellent relationship we
have with India into shared
prosperity for our
societies.

Brazil and India cannot
remain distant. Two of the
world’s largest democra-
cies, with extraordinarily
diverse cultures and dy-
namic economies, have an

obligation to build a much
closer relationship. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and I are working towards
that goal.

You are travelling with
the largest Brazilian
business delegation
ever brought to India,
along with several
Ministers. What is the
importance of India for
Brazil's long-term

Mercosur-Indi trade

strategy?

1 often say that the answer
to the crisis of multilateral-
ism is more multilateral-
ism. And the answer to
trade wars is more interna-
tional trade. Diversifying
trade partnerships with
both emerging and tradi-
tional economies is a cen-
tral part of Brazil’s strategy.
In this, we have a strong
convergence with India.
This convergence now
needs to translate into con-
crete results.

We in Mercosur have
signed a partnership agree-
ment with the European
Union. Less than two
weeks later, India did the
same. We now need to
make the expansion of the

agreement a reality. We
have complementary inter-
ests in areas such as bio-
fuels, artificial intelligence,
science and technology,
defence, the space indus-
try, and health. We both

To achieve this, we need
intergovernmental gover-
nance of artificial intelli-
gence. It is urgent that the
United Nations be at the
«centre of this debate, and
that all states have a seat at
the table. Our countries
have the conditions to be
at the forefront of this
agenda, as demonstrated
by the Al Impact Summit
organised by the Indian
government.

joint devel and  Brazilh: hasised

rules that serve their the importance of

interests? India’s upcoming BRICS
presidency in 2026.

We must avoid a new form  What are your

of colonialism: digital colo-

ns regarding

an unprec:demed collapse  Mercosur-India trade

of The pa-  agr d
ralysis of the United Na-  tobe discussed during
tions and its Security your visit. Do you see
Council has contributed to  this trip as a decisive
the rise in armed conflicts ~ moment to advance this
around the world, tolevels  framework?

not seen since the end of
the Second World War.

BRICS has a very impor-
tant role to play in this pro-
cess. The group is a defen-
der of multilateralism and
has legitimacy in the de-
bates on a renewed gover-
nance, in which the voice
of the Global South carries
weight.

Brazil and India agree
that global governance in-
stitutions must reflect the

nialism. The de

stand for fair,

of artificial intelli is

open, and rules-based
trade, anchored in the
World Trade Organization
(WTO). The futures of Bra-
zil and India are closely
linked.

You participated in the
Al lmpact Summit in
Delhi. How can Brazil
and India lead broader
cooperation among
Glabal South countries
in the field of Al
ensuring equitable

irreversible, but it cannot
become a privilege of a few
countries, nor a tool of ma-
nipulation in the hands of
billionaires. Brazil and In-
dia are interested in an
emancipatory artificial in-
telligence — one that re-
flects the face of the Global
South, strengthens cultu-
ral diversity, and serves as
atool for peace, not war.
‘We need every chip, ev-
ery algorithm, to carry the
mark of social inclusion.

Brazil handed over the
BRICS presidency to India
in 2026. 1 am confident
that India’s presidency will
carry forward important
Brazilian initiatives for
cooperation within the
bloc, in areas such as
health and the fight against
socially determined diseas-
es, climate change, and ar-
tificial intelligence.

As for global gover-
nance, we are witnessing

expectatiol
! India’s leadershi new multipolar reality of
bloc? the 21st century and effec-

tively promote peace. We
are countries that have tra-
ditionally advocated re-
form of the Council. It
makes no sense, at this
stage of the 2ist century,
for the Security Council
not to include India, Brazil,
and African countries as
permanent members.

We fully support India’s
BRICS presidency in ad-
vancing these objectives.

The long-pending

21F. ‘As dynamic economies, India, Brazil can’t remain distant’

arfasfte srfegawirsf & w0 A, yRd MR FToia R 181 3§ TP’

When I took office again as
President of Brazil, at the
beginning of 2023, 1 made
a commitment to open
new markets and build
trade partnerships around
the world. In three years,
we have opened more than
500 markets and, through
Mercosur, signed impor-
rant trade agreements with
the European Union (EU),
EFTA, and Singapore.

These agreements are
multilateralism'’s response
to protectionism and to the
logic of trade wars that im-
poverish countries and in-
crease inequality. Prime
Minister Modi shares a ve-
ry similar view to ours on
the importance of trade
agreements.

It is in this spirit that ex-
panding the Mercosur-In-
dia Agreement, in force
since 2009, is one of the
priorities of my visit.

(For full interview, visit:
newsth.live/Lula)

e Bilateral trade between Brazil and India reached its peak in 2025, but it remains far below
its true potential, says Brazilian President Lula da Silva, who is accompanied by the country’s
largest-ever business delegation of 600 representatives to the Brazil-India Business Forum,
highlighting the role of private-sector collaboration in driving economic growth; Lula
warns against ‘digital colonialism’.
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Brazilian President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva is in India on a four-day visit with the largest-
ever delegation, underscoring the momentum in relations between the two countries.

SIToie & PUFd gl ATRAT g &1 Rieal IR RA S SRR URAH §, a9 79
wfafRrisa & ary, ﬁﬁhﬁ%ﬁam@hﬁaﬁﬁaﬁmﬁél

During your visit to New Delhi, what concrete measures and agreements are expected to
deepen and diversify trade between India and Brazil?

3y T8 faeelt IR & R, URT 3R Fod & 9 AR &1 7630 R f_Affy a9 &
fore #19 @ oa SurT 3k T enfém &2

Bilateral trade between Brazil and India reached its highest level in 2025, but it remains far
below its true potential.

FToie 3R URd & 9 fgueha s 2025 # 3 I=ad WX W UgHT, A g8 3a=
It &HaT & 9gd FA |

India has 1.4 billion people and Brazil has 215 million.

YRA ® 1.4 fafera= & & iR sl & 215 Rt akr €1

It makes no sense for our trade to be only $15 b|II|on

AN ATIR $T Had $15 FRms 191 Hig adbwa ara 8 2|

That is why significantly expanding our trade flows is one of the main objectives of this visit.
Tl PIRUI g 6 FHAN ATIR YA1E $T AU IR SHER S A LA A A TP &
We will sign several agreements to achieve this goal

BH 39 1&Y P! UTW B34 & [T &g JHeid S

We will sign agreements on critical minerals — the f|rst of its kind to be signed by Brazil —
and on small and medium-sized enterprises, a sector that generates millions of jobs.

&9 HE@yUl @f-Ieil TR THEIA $3 — STeid gRT 59 UPR & Tgd FHgd — 3R B
3R AegH ST W, TH AT & S A1El ARl Saad Rl ¢ |

Because it is the private sector, through partnerships and joint projects, that will transform the
excellent relationship we have with India into shared prosperity for our societies.

Fife ge Aol &1 7, Trgierdt 8k Tgea ufkaierrel & Areaw @, S g6 HRd & 1Y

IPP HaY DI gHR TSI & foIQ A1 g o aga ¢!

Two of the world’s largest democracies, with extraordinarily diverse cultures and dynamic

economies, have an obligation to build a much closer relatlonshlp

3Prar ¥ o e 93 WiweT, ardid Ry g aal ok TR sderawimal ¥ @, U

9gd HE Hay 991 & o arem 7

What is the importance of India for Brazil's long-term economic strategy?
Tﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁl&? 31 Yo & forg WRa &1 R Aga 82

DlverS|fy|ng trade partnerships with both emerging and traditional economies is a central part
of Brazil's strategy.

SH SR URUR® Srfeqawaraii & 1Y AR Argienal &1 fafadiaor srfta #t
Ui BT TP Fia R B

In this, we have a strong convergence with India.

U9, TUR 3R YRd & di9 Aolgg Siid 8

This convergence now needs to translate into concrete results.

T 3 W Bt 31 IRomH § gga &1 Smazadar g |

We in Mercosur have signed a partnership agreement with the European Union.
T, UHRR 8, 7 R U & 1Y TP A8 augia iR gEeR e g

We now need to make the expansion of the Mercosur-India trade agreement a reality.
39 g TP RR- YR ATUR FHFNA & IR &t arafdsdar s1 ghmi

We have complementary interests in areas such as biofuels, artificial intelligence,
science and technology, defence, the space industry, and health.

THR U 99 $eq, $Hw gfgwmn, fage stk menfiast, vam, siafver e ok wara 99
& 4 e fRa g

We both stand for fair, multilateral, open, and rules-based trade, anchored in the World
Trade Organization (WTO).
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How can Brazil and India lead broader cooperation among Global South countries in the field
of Al, ensuring equitable access to technology, joint development, and rules that serve their
interests?

FoNd 3R YRA Taad ey <20 & ¥ T3S & &7 H STIS Nl &7 A $d B
TP ¢, T8 P gC P Menfisst 9o au ugy, Wged faer ok 39 fadl
|91 H3A a1t e g1

We must avoid a new form of colonialism: digital colonialism.

§H IufazmaTg & ¢ ¥U | g1 91fe¢: f$frea sufazmare|

The development of artificial intelligence is irreversible, but it cannot become a privilege of a
few countries, nor a tool of manipulation in the hands of billionaires.

FE gfgwar &1 faery suf¥ad-a 3, AfF a8 3 =0 &1 faRwifirer 78 9= 9,
= g1 SREuferdl & gTUl | g BT YD

Brazil and India are interested in an emancipatory artificial intelligence — one that
reflects the face of the Global South, strengthens cultural diversity, and serves as a
tool for peace, not war.

FToid 3R URd T gfea 37 arelt $Hw gigwn o 3 wad § — Y dlad asy &1
AT gRITdl B, Tivplaw fafauar &) uorgd F7edt 8, 3R g5 & I RMifd BT USRI 3 |
We need every chip, every algorithm, to carry the mark of social inclusion.

g4 & fuu, g% vy o granfores gwma=e &1 A== g anfdul

To achieve this, we need intergovernmental governance of artificial intelligence.

39 1RTE B & fe, e $U ST F SIaR-IREGRY ATHA Y STaRaHar g

It is urgent that the United Nations be at the centre of this debate, and that all states have a
seat at the table.

Ig AT ATITS & b 5 989 F Fg § W Y 71, 3R Tt 3 ) s A U A #
PR B

Our countries have the conditions to be at the forefront of this agenda, as demonstrated by
the Al Impact Summit organised by the Indian government.

TAR M A 39 Tois & Sif¥w dfe ¥ vea ot fRufa €, S % Rty WRoR g
STaifora Tang sHide Aftre | wehRkia gaml

Brazil has emphasised the importance of India’s upcoming BRICS presidency in 2026.
STOE A 2026 H UIRA Pt AN BRICS AT & HE UR R fear g1

What are your expectations regarding India’s leadership in the bloc?

P B YR Bt Aqged &1 S IR | ATya] a1 IAe 82

Brazil handed over the BRICS presidency to India in 2026.

o = 2026 A BRICS A&l WRd P AT &

| am confident that India’s presidency will carry forward important Brazilian initiatives for
cooperation within the bloc, in areas such as health and the fight against socially determined
diseases, climate change, and artificial intelligence.

T2 R 2 o WRa ) ieaT sate  iaR WeaNT H RIT ageayol seifear vgel 31
3T FeTEl, Wi WA, graTiTe w4 | fHeifva Sl & fRaare as1€, srearg ulRada
3R phw gfgmm

As for global governance, we are witnessing an unprecedented collapse of multilateralism.
A A & U |, g9 9gU&aIg & SYAYd ua &1 Tieht g1

The paralysis of the United Nations and its Security Council has contributed to the rise in
armed conflicts around the world, to levels not seen since the end of the Second World War.

TYE Y 3R 3P IR Ufvug F uamara A gHar wR ¥ g=d Tuwf @1 gfg & aheE
ﬁm%gwwvﬁﬁ?ﬂuﬁgg@ﬂ?mﬁmﬂﬁWW|

BRICS has a very important role to play in this process.

9 UfehaT ® BRICS @ 9gd Hgcaqul YfAa®T 81

The group is a defender of multilateralism and has legitimacy in the debates on a renewed
governance, in which the voice of the Global South carries weight.

g YYg TEULAIG PT Y& § 3N Td-pd U UR 9891 # duar I@dr 8, foraw e
AISY Pt TS HE@qUi giehl g
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e Brazil and India agree that global governance institutions must reflect the new multipolar
reality of the 21st century and effectively promote peace.
FTole MR URd HeHd & f A I Il o) 21 Tt 9 75 sgydia arafawar
! glafefad w1 A1fde 3R yuTdt U & =hifay &) aegrmar 3= @iyl

e We are countries that have traditionally advocated reform of the Council.
9 U 3 € W WWRTTG =0 & Uug & JYR B ghTerd Hd 38 ¢ |

e It makes no sense, at this stage of the 21st century, for the Security Council not to include
India, Brazil, and African countries as permanent members.
21 Tt & 30 WU A, JRem uug F YRd, FToid 3R At 33 o) Wil gew & U
H e 7 BT PIs dPIId 91d g1 gl

o We fully support India’s BRICS presidency in advancing these objectives.
TH 39 35X Bl 3§ H HURd P BRICS A&l BT Yol 9Hd— Hd g1

e Mercosur-India trade agreement is expected to be discussed during your visit.
HHIGR- HIRT TR JHSA TR 3ATTP X & SR =i B e gl

e Do you see this trip as a decisive moment to advance this framework?
T 31U 9 YTAT H1 59 31 B 3 9¢11 & forg fAuriaes &or Ar=d @2

e When | took office again as President of Brazil, at the beginning of 2023, | made a
commitment to open new markets and build trade partnerships around the world.
wTe 4 2023 B AT F FTeitel S AFUfer =9 & {3 | vg FuTa, it A T IR
Gree SR gfrar WR o STuR ArgieiRar 9 ST Saed |

e In three years, we have opened more than 500 markets and, through Mercosur, signed
important trade agreements with the European Union (EU), EFTA, and Singapore.
T ol § g9 500 9 SifU® IR Gd § R ABIGR & WA | TRIVE WY (EU), EFTA,
IR RRTR & 1Y Ag@yul AR FHd fHe &

e These agreements are multilateralism’s response to protectionism and to the logic of trade
wars that impoverish countries and increase inequality.

A FHEA TEUAIETE BT WREUETE SR SATIR &I Bt I ddheiierar & ufa ufafear €, <t
SN P TG T § 3R S AT TG 8 |

e Prime Minister Modi shares a very similar view to ours on the importance of trade
agreements.

wurEE Wi TR wHEidl & ew WR gER ARl @ 959 9aE @i asn #1a g

e ltis in this spirit that expanding the Mercosur-India Agreement, in force since 2009, is one of
the priorities of my visit.
39 HTGATH, 2009 | T HHIGR-URd TN & AR &) WY SR &1 mrufirearsy # &
TP HHET AT |

GS Paper I11: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED \ 21 February 2026
21F | Gen Z and the dynamics of democratic engagement
S Z 3R Aiedi® g UTRET ot

21F | Net FDI into India negative for fourth straight month
YRd ¥ Y& FDI AR Y HEH THRTHAD

21F | Govt. announces 7 additional measures under Export Promotion Mission

IWHR A TR TANTHE fAwE & 9gd 7 sifaf¥ed Sural &t aivon &1

21F | ‘EU, U.S. trade deals to boost economy; growth resilient’

<Y g Y. AR GHNA srdara=yt &1 aerar 311 gfg fRRe

21F | Core sector growth slows to 4% in Jan., casts shadow on IIP

PR YdeR DI gl o-Ta3t | 4% q@ Fhl}, 1P IR 3R
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Gen Z and the dynamics of democratic engagement

emocracies across the globe have

been witnessing backsliding and

counter-narratives have not been too

successful in arresting the malaise. In
this context, Generation Z, or Gen Z (those born
roughly between 1997 and 2012), has emerged as
arenewed source of hope at a time when many
people had begun to resign themselves to
authoritarian regimes and their unresponsive
governance.

In Bangladesh (2024) and Nepal (2025), Gen Z
has spearheaded regime-challenging protests,
mobilising around issues of corruption,
transparency and institutional accountability.
These sporadic protests proved to be more
effective than the earlier round of such mass
protests, examples being the Occupy Wall Street
in the United States (2011), the Arab Spring (the
early 2010s), and the Brazilian Spring (2013).
Some of these protests hit the headlines but did
not make effective policy changes, leave alone
regime change. So, how do we make sense of
such sudden eruptions?

Every generation recalibrates ethics, values
and social practices in a manner that is distinct
from the previous generations. Therefore, it takes
time to make sense of what the new generations
think and say — the ingredients of old practices
and imagination melt into a new recipe. The old
has an ‘absent presence’ in the way the new gets
articulated. The new looks like a distorted version
of the old, and the older generations,
understandably, feel disappointed and disturbed.

The essence, its worldview
Long dismissed as preoccupied, politically
disengaged, and lost in the virtual world, Gen Z
defied expectations by expressing anguish in such
an ‘organised way’. Observers continue to
interpret such movements as flash-in-the-pan
political mobilisations — characterised by pointed
demands but marked by an episodic and
short-lived presence. One can make better sense
of such political events only if one gets to
understand the emergent political subjectivity of
Gen Z, beyond conventional registers. While
democracies are typically understood in terms of
constitutional frameworks and institutional
structures, their true substratum consists of
shifting everyday moral practices and latent
collective emotions.

To begin with, Gen Z is an uncanny
combination of radical individualism and social
indifference, but with less prejudice and a less

Ajay Gudavarthy
is Assaciate Professor,
Centre for Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

With its digital
activism and
episodic
protests, this
generation is
emerging as a
renewed source
of hope in an
authoritarian
world

jaundiced view of the world. It is too removed to
be myopic, too nonchalant to be emotional, and
too indifferent to be prejudiced and
discriminatory. Gen Z seems to believe in a
worldview that the ‘personal is political’ but
political is not personal. It is not involved in
worldly affairs but that does not mean it lacks a
worldview.

Being political seems to matter the most in its
personal conduct and the way it is treated. In
essence, it operates primarily as exemplars rather
than as emissaries. It believes in living rather than
making propositions — and, therefore, not
ideologically motivated — and in making practical
sense of the world. It resists being preached to
and is sensitive about not preaching to others,
which makes forging collective struggles that
much more difficult. It responds readily to lived
hierarchies but that does not necessarily reflect a
structural understanding of those hierarchies.

Gen Z avoids making moral judgments about
the world. It also makes people within this
generation more active in the virtual world than
the real one. They find it more agreeable to work
and express their views on virtual platforms than
attend physical meets to interact. This instinct to
avoid thick face-to-face interaction has an impact
on the nature of protest and in imagining
democratic futures. It is for this reason that Gen Z
is more at home with sporadic and episodic
protests than organised movements; their
protests are leaderless and without pronounced
ideological frames.

A comparison of protests
The difference becomes clear when one
compares the farmers’ movement (2020-24) with
the Gen Z protests. The farmers were formally
organised, had a sustained leadership and
pronounced demands. They could sustain a
movement for years. In comparison, Gen Z
protests fizzle out and disappear without a trace
but nevertheless leave a great impact behind.

The changing modes of protest also have
something to do with again an uncanny
combination of confidence and anxiety. Gen Z is
the first self-confident generation in
post-independent India but also the most anxious
one. Gen Z is a result of both sustained social
democratisation and fast disappearing economic
opportunities. Sustained democratisation has
allowed Gen Z to be more open about ‘self”
introspection.

The people of this generation are at ease with

counselling and therapy; therefore, mental
health-related issues are pronounced.

Previous generations were less comfortable in
accepting emotional trauma and seem to have
passed on a lot of the toxic and masculine stuff to
the next generation. Gen Z is more conscious and

wants to overcome the battles of ‘mental despair’.

The New York Times reported a sense of
“mental despair” not only among unemployed
youth but also among those employed, many of
whom find their workplaces toxic and experience
routine anomie. Much of this is reflected in their
attitudes to politics and democracy. They are
assertive but suffer from insecurity. The precarity
of Gen Z gets reflected in its fragmented and
fleeting involvement with democratic events and
issues. It can assert ancient values because it
demands confidence to claim one’s own culture
and reject radical transformation because it is
clichéd.

Unpredictable impact

Finally, one unmistakable feature of Gen Z is the
connect between its self-representation or
identity and pronounced consumption patterns.
Market is integral to its self-making and social
imaginaries that challenge/disturb the ascriptive
identities of caste and religion. With a greater
reach of market, technology and education, Gen
Z follows global fashion trends, technological
innovations and looks for newer educational
opportunities.

All of this makes Gen Z more secularised but
inward-looking, and giving undue importance to
personal choices. Possessing the latest iPhone is
seen as a great equaliser, transcending the
complex debates surrounding class inequality.
Access to information is a greater source of
dignity than the caste and religion one is born
into.

However, engagement with fast-changing
technologies and information may contribute to
hyper-nationalism and the propagation of empty
rhetoric of the glorious past. The rise of
hyper-nationalism today is less concerned with
the chauvinistic superiority that Tagore worried
about and more focused on projecting ambitious
claims about future possibilities. India might be a
poor country yet has launched space missions;
despite grave inequalities, it also maintains a
notable presence in Silicon Valley. Gen Z will
continue to disappoint us with responses we
expect, yet surprise us with responses we have
not yet thought about.

21F. Gen Z and the dynamics of democratic engagement

9 z 3R A difae JgHIRET Bt

o Democracies across the globe have been witnessing backsliding and counter-narratives
have not been too successful in arresting the malaise. In this context, Generation Z, or Gen
Z (those born roughly between 1997 and 2012), has emerged as a renewed source of
hope at a time when many people had begun to resign themselves to authoritarian regimes
and their unresponsive governance.

R R A Al H U 3T Of 38T § 3R Ahfeud HYUTT ST AT B Adh- | 9gd qohd
T8 %8 €1 39 Yo & SFRRIA Z AT Gen Z (FTHRT 1997 | 2012 & 4 o= @RT) T T SAT=M
& Wd P TU Y IR §, I I O B3 AN JaTare! T 3R 31 srfafsparsita o=
ARIT B! WIHR HA Tl A

e In Bangladesh (2024) and Nepal (2025), Gen Z has spearheaded regime-challenging
protests, mobilising around issues of corruption, transparency and institutional
accountability.

ST (2024) 3R AUTH (2025) H Gen Z = XA P gt 37 arat fay we=f= &1 Aqa
foar, S UPIR, UG RIaT 3R TRITTA SaTaed! & gg) W dHisd |

e These sporadic protests proved to be more effective than the earlier round of such mass
protests, examples being the Occupy Wall Street in the United States (2011), the Arab
Spring (the early 2010s), and the Brazilian Spring (2013).

3 feye foriy UeRi ugd & TX S SfiaiaHl & ga- & iferes gt I1fad gu, fomds Iererur
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Some of these protests hit the headlines but did not make effective policy changes, leave
alone regime change. So, how do we make sense of such sudden eruptions?

0 ¥ 56 ORIy UexH gRal & 31T dfds1 wuTdt Hiferma agama 781 @1 9, i ufvad=
AR B A g1 N 59 T AP SHURI DI vl JHS?

Every generation recalibrates ethics, values and social practices in a manner that is
distinct from the previous generations. Therefore, it takes time to make sense of what the
new generations think and say — the ingredients of old practices and imagination melt into a

new recipe.
ey Seren, e o TR Tt i e it & oret i & gl e
%l@%ﬂ%ﬂﬂgﬁﬁwm%%#mwm 3R et § — TR TAER 3R
HeOHl & @ TP 5 Ul H 96 offd 5 |
To begin with, Gen Z is an uncanny combination of radical individualism and social
indifference, but with less prejudice and a less jaundiced view of the world. It is too
removed to be myopic, too nonchalant to be emotional, and too indifferent to be prejudiced
and discriminatory.
A H, Gen Z e HATHRIAIG 3N ATATOIS SGTIIIT BT Th SR GAIoH 5, Al 398
$H qaie 3R giar & ufd o3 TeRTES RS0 5| I8 Hatol =P 3@ & forg g sem
8, UTGIT® B & foTY 9gd ISR ¢, SR qahreyut aur Wgurayul 517 & fore sgd Fwer g1
Gen Z seems to believe in a worldview that the ‘personal is political’ but political is not
personal. Itis not involved in worldly affairs but that does not mean it lacks a worldview.

Gen Z T WY faefaiun & fayr <l uchd gicht § fob “aafaTa gt Ier-ifas o Afde
e AfwnTd T8l 81 I e Arael 3 il il 76l ©, dfd gum o a8 et
f sv fayeR@Iur &t w1 21

Being political seems to matter the most in its personal conduct and the way it is treated.
TS I STERUN 3R I 1Y BT T a7 IR A Iei-fae BT Ta e Hgeaqu
ECISRSCIE]

In essence, it operates primarily as exemplars rather than as emissaries.

d ¥U ¥, T8 J&d: gal 3! I 316V & =0 § S FH3al g

It believes in living rather than making propositions — and, therefore, not ideologically
motivated — and in making practical sense of the world.

g YRATG 3G BT T o & fI4R 31§ — 3IR ST FraRyRToH® 0 @ URd 761 3

— YT g &) ATaRTN® U | [HgH H Ay Hrarg|

It responds readily to lived hierarchies but that does not necessarily reflect a structural

understanding of those hierarchies.

g ST 3rFHa BT TS USTIPHI R gid Ylafshan &1 8, Afdh Ig S uergswH! ot

AT S A Bl SRS ¥ Y g1 axifdn|

Gen Z avoids making moral judgments about the world.

Gen Z g1 & aR & Afae fAofa an @ T B

It also makes people within this generation more active in the virtual world than the real one.

T8 39 Wi & A ! arRafass gl &t ga o smURR gfar ¥ eifde afhg s-rar 81

They find it more agreeable to work and express their views on virtual platforms than attend

physical meets to interact.

gm@;ﬂ‘rwaﬂﬂm 3R 39 fIaR ad BT SHfYF Ygol Urd §, I ARINSG 3!
YT I

This instinct to avoid thick face-to-face interaction has an impact on the nature of protest
and in imagining democratic futures.

W& STHA-JTHA HaTe I 97 B T8 Ui Ry & Wy SR didpaiiae yfasy & seda
W THTd STerl |

It is for this reason that Gen Z is more at home with sporadic and episodic protests than
organised movements; their protests are leaderless and without pronounced ideological
frames.

S HRUT Gen Z TS SHigiaH! &1 g f5eye 3R ydumeas favty ue=iHt § oifie wgo
; 3% fRIY Aqeafagie iR Wy faaRyRTE® ol & e gid 3|
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parison of protests

LG

The difference becomes clear when one compares the farmers’ movement (2020-24) with

the Gen Z protests.

gaﬁrﬂﬁeﬁaﬁm(zozo-wﬁw Gen z & ARy vl T 1 St @ o 3R WY 81 Sra
I

The farmers were formally organised, had a sustained leadership and pronounced

demands.

foram shuaies =0 ¥ Tf3a 2, I URT R Aqed 3R Wy A off|

They could sustain a movement for years.

d qul b SATGIe B ST 3G Tb |

In comparison, Gen Z protests fizzle out and disappear without a trace but nevertheless

leave a great impact behind.

9% fauia, Gen z ¥ AR ue=i= He us o1d € iR for1 fAwm= & gara 81 oird &, fh ot @

TR U BISd B

Gen Zis the first self-confident generation in post-independent India but also the most

anxious one.

gen Z WAAAI-SURTd HRd B! ugel reAfayRit didh 2, afosa Ty € e sifdes fifaa +ft
|

Gen Z is a result of both sustained social democratisation and fast disappearing economic
opportunities.

Gen z RO AmaTRIS AidpaztdRor 3R doft ¥ gedt snfe sawrt &1 ukom g1
Sustained democratisation has allowed Gen Z to be more open about ‘self introspection.
RO ABAHBROT A Gen Z Pl T STHTILAT & Ui e Garr s g

The people of this generation are at ease with counselling and therapy; therefore, mental
health-related issues are pronounced.

9 UG & TN STISAFeT SR ¥ & WY We o &; 3T ARG WA | T3 g, 3f®
Wy g

Gen Z is more conscious and wants to overcome the battles of ‘mental despair’.

Gen Z 3if® ol § 3R AR PRI &) TS5l &) UR &1 98t 2|

The New York Times reported a sense of “mental despair” not only among unemployed
youth but also among those employed, many of whom find their workplaces toxic and
experience routine anomie.

T gUTd TR 7 “HHRIS PRI &) Uia=1 &t KA <, St Had SRISHIR garsft & & 78t
Sfcep ASTR U o 7 off Ui 77, o @ 8 3rue prdeya ! fareme Urd ® SR fafird
fagEa &1 sy A § |

Finally, one unmistakable feature of Gen Z is the connect between its self-representation
or identity and pronounced consumption patterns.

3idd:, Gen Z Bt Ud WY fARvar 39! wW-ufaf~ifi a1 ugar 3R Wy IuHhT e & &g
HEY B

Market is integral to its self-making and social imaginaries that challenge/disturb the
ascriptive identities of caste and religion.

TNIR 39! W-fAator 3R arariore seuarsi o1 ity R g ot sifa i o &t smRifua
Uga &1 TR Sa/faafed BRd 7

With a greater reach of market, technology and education, Gen Z follows global fashion
trends, technological innovations and looks for newer educational opportunities.

TYIR, dP1e 3R fRI& &t sgdl Uga & WY Gen Z AfYP BRA TM!, dH-1H! TARIRY &1
STERUN FHRl § 3R TS Aferep rawRy Bt aar Bl 8|

All of this makes Gen Z more secularised but inward-looking, and giving undue importance
to personal choices.

u‘s'wa;e%rj Z 3 o ywfRYe Afes sradlt s7man 8, iR safara fawedl &1 sl
TEd &l B
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Possessing the latest iPhone is seen as a great equaliser, transcending the complex
debates surrounding class inequality.

TdIFdH iPhone &1 8T U HETH HHATSRT AT SITdT 8, S & S|l & Sifed faargl ¥
SR IS W12

Access to information is a greater source of dignity than the caste and religion one is
born into.

gﬂﬂﬁ@@%%%ﬁﬂhmw@aé,wwmﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁ%wm
|

However, engagement with fast-changing technologies and information may contribute to
hyper-nationalism and the propagation of empty rhetoric of the glorious past.

gIalcp, ol & Saer adp-d SR JIT & Y Jo1a SHfaRTyarg SR AfgAmisa srefid ot
WrEelt quTETSh & TR # G ¢ Johal |

The rise of hyper-nationalism today is less concerned with the chauvinistic superiority
that Tagore worried about and more focused on projecting ambitious claims about future
possibilities.

3Tl 1 3d TR g fRifra sierTyardt Agar o o1 ok Hidsa 3
TUTGI3M & Tgcarmieh gral I IRgd B W 1S Higd 5l

India might be a poor country yet has launched space missions; despite grave
inequalities, it also maintains a notable presence in Silicon Valley.

YR U TR ¢ 8 Joba 3, e ot 39 siafves farem af= fu §; iR srgwmranaeit &
gravg, a8 Riferer deft A Seaa-iig IufRyfa s Fadr g |

Gen Z will continue to disappoint us with responses we expect, yet surprise us with
responses we have not yet thought about.

Gen z g¥ sruféra ufafsparsi & fRTer o=t 77, bz ot u=dt ufafsrarsi 9 afea soft
o IR A g9 ot | oft A 21
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Net FDI into India
negative for fourth
straight month

Reserve Bank of India data show gross foreign direct investment into

India stood at a five-month high, but was overshadowed by outflows

LA avan
NEW DELHI

et foreign direct in-
Nvestment (FDI) re-

mained negative for
the fourth consecutive
month in December 2025,
coming in at -$1.6 billion,
due to repatriation by fo-
reign companies in India
and outward investments
by Indian companies ex-
ceeding the amount of di-
rect investment entering
the country, an analysis of
the latest data from the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
show.

According to the RBI da-
ta, gross inflows of direct
investment stood at a five-
month high of $8.6 billion
in December 2025, which
was also 17.2% higher than
in December 2024.

“Gross inward FDI re-
mained robust in Decem-
ber, with Singapore, the
Netherlands and Mauritius
accounting for more than
80% of total inflows,” the
RBI noted in its monthly
bulletin report. “The ma-
jor recipient sectors were
transport, manufacturing,
computer services, and
electricity and other ener-
gy generation, distribution
and transmission.”

However, while inflows
witnessed relatively robust
growth, outflows exceeded
them. Repatriation and
disinvestments by foreign
companies operating in In-
dia increased to nearly $7.5

Red streak

Net FDlinto India was negative for the fourth consecutive
month in Dec. 2025 due to record levels of repatriation by

foreign companies in India
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billion in December 2025,
the highest since at least Ja-
nuary 2021, the earlier pe-
riod for which data is rea-
dily available.

Outward investments by
Indian companies in-
creased to $2.7 billion De-
cember, up 30.5% over De-
cember 2024 and 78%
higher than in November
2025.

“For outward FDI, key
destinations were Singa-
pore, the U.S., the UAE, the
U.K. and the Netherlands
and the major sectors in-
cluded financial, insurance
and business services, and
wholesale/retail trade, res-
taurants, and hotels,” the
report noted.

In earlier editions of the
report, the RBI had said
that uncertainty over the

Source: REl

Aug.25 Oct.25 Dec.25

India-U.S. trade agreement
and the 50% tariffs had led
to investor hesitation. The
data for December 2025
comes before the announ-
cement of the Interim
Agreement with the US.
and the Free Trade Agree-
ment with the European
Union, and so likely also re-
flects this sentiment.

In this edition, the RBI
noted that the announce-
ment of both deals had led
to portfolio investors re-
turning to India.

“Foreign portfolio in-
vestments (FPIs) staged a
comeback in February
with investor sentiments
turning around following
the India-EU free trade
agreement and the interim
India-U.S. trade deal,” the
report said.

21F. Net FDI into India
negative for fourth straight
month

YRA H Y& FDI TER WY
g THRTHD

e Reserve Bank of India data
show gross foreign direct investment
into India stood at a five-month high,
but was overshadowed by outflows.
YR fYord % & sidpsi & SuR,
YRd # g fae=it weaer fHa=1 (Foi)
Uid HE1A & Iwad &R UR T,

34 el varg = wwifaa feam

e Net foreign direct investment
(FDI) remained negative for the fourth
consecutive month in December 2025,
coming in at -$1.6 billion, due to
repatriation by foreign companies in
India and outward investments by
Indian companies exceeding the
amount of direct investment entering
the country, an analysis of the latest
data from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) show.
wﬁ%&ﬁw&rﬁﬂm (FDI) feiR
2025 ¥ TAR A AN THRTAD
8T, i -$1.6 fafera w sman, waifes
yRa ¥ fae=f Hufal grr Raftem
IR URg Hufral $i fag=h fFaw
frerft @ gz F o= ara A @
3iftre Y, g fazewor RBI & Fdt=aq
3PSl A yar gadr gl

e According to the RBI data,
gross inflows of direct investment
stood at a five-month high of $8.6
billion in December 2025, which was
also 17.2% higher than in December
2024,

RBI & g1 & AR, faiar 2025

T g ycel fa= o1 yarg $8.6 faferaT wr vig 78+ & S=ad T W U7, 9 fa~iaw 2024
P G H 17.2% SFUP AUTI
e “Gross inward FDI remained robust in December, with Singapore, the Netherlands and
Mauritius accounting for more than 80% of total inflows,” the RBI noted in its monthly
bulletin report

“feeR #

| T §19s FDI Helgd

3R A= A Fd yaTg

BT 80% A 31 == fean,” RBI A 3ru=t ARy gafet ud o S far

e “The major recipient sectors were transport, manufacturing, computer services, and electricity
and other energy generation, distribution and transmission.”

, faferator, soges Jan, oiv faereht aur o St Same,

“H@'

faaror ok TR
e Outward investments by Indian companies increased to $2.7 billion December, up
30.5% over December 2024 and 78% higher than in November 2025.

HRAH Hufral

g1 fac=h e feiar A $2.7 fafera 9 a¢ mam, &t fewaR 2024 &t

T & 30.5% 3R 3R FaaR 2025 &t o A 78% ST UT|
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o “For outward FDI, key destinations were Singapore, the U.S., the UAE, the U.K. and the
Netherlands and the major sectors included financial, insurance and business
services, and wholesale/retail trade, restaurants, and hotels,” the report noted.

“fad=it FDI 3 forg g vider A R, 3rfveT, UAE, fordT SR Hierelg, ok g &=

Govt. announces 7
additional measures
under Export
Promotion Mission
{GS III: Economy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Commerce
on Friday introduced se-
ven additional measures
under the Export Promo-
tion Mission which is
meant to strengthen mi-
cro, medium and small en-
terprises (MSMEs) to com-
pete in global markets.

According to a state-
ment from the Ministry,
the interventions would
seek to “address structural
constraints  faced by
MSMEs including high cost
of capital, limited access to
diversified trade finance in-
struments, compliance
burdens in international
markets, logistics disad-
vantages, and barriers to
market entry”.

The measures seek to
enable exporters to access
new markets or those with
higher element of risk,
through varied risk-sharing
mechanisms and credit in-
struments.

Aiming to provide credit
assistance to e-commerce
exporters, the provisions
would offer structured cre-
dit facilities that would
provide interest subven-
tion and partial credit
guarantees.

Among them, the direct
e-commerce credit facility,
meant to provide working
capital as an avenue for
risk mitigation, would pro-
vide support up to 350
lakh with 90% guarantee
coverage. The overseas in-
ventory credit facility
would extend support of
up to I5 crore with 75%

The measures seek to enable
exporters to access new
markets. REUTERS

guarantee coverage. For
both, an interest subven-
tion of 2.75% would be
available. This is subject to
entities not breaching the
upper limit of %15 lakh per
applicant in a year.

“These structured me-
chanisms aim to streng-
then exporter confidence
and liquidity flows,” the
Ministry explained.

Welcoming the move,
the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO) said this would “sig-
nificantly ease working
capital pressures”. “Lower
cost of finance and im-
proved liquidity cycles will
enable MSMEs to price
competitively, accept larg-
er orders and strengthen
their credibility with over-
seas buyers. Shared-risk
credit mechanisms are also
expected to encourage
first-time exporters and
promote product and mar-
ket diversification,” the in-
dustry body observed.

To support exporters in-
stitute warehouse overseas
and fulfilment infrastruc-
ture, the latest measures
will provide up to 30% of
the approved project cost.

3: faxita, T iR SaTaaTR® Vart, NHRGERT ATIR, ¥ER|
3R giew,” Nl & o1 |

e In earlier editions of the report, the RBI had said that
uncertainty over the India-U.S. trade agreement and the 50%
tariffs had led to investor hesitation.
ué & yd |eweon §, RBI A BT AT 6 URG-3MANST AR
TN 3R 50% Yo & HRU A ¥ feafearee ong 4

e “Foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) staged a
comeback in February with investor sentiments turning around
following the India-EU free trade agreement and the interim
India-U.S. trade deal,” the report said.

“theadl H faeeft fra=r (FP) A aTwR @1, FifE
e & a1¢ e yra= sea 78, » Rad & we1 )

21F. Govt. announces 7 additional measures
under Export Promotion Mission

IWHR A TaUIE THIRE f=eE & agq 7 sifafled
IUTHT B GO Bt

e The Ministry of Commerce on Friday introduced
seven additional measures under the Export Promotion
Mission which is meant to strengthen micro, medium and
small enterprises (MSMESs) to compete in global markets.
IS HATER A Y[R B! TRIUIE TR fRA & dagd 7
ffafea Iury Uer fore, forTeaT SExa gen, @y oiv weaw
IgHT (MSMEs) Bt 3fye sToiR & ufawuuf w9 & foe wergg
I

e According to a statement from the Ministry, the
interventions would seek to “address structural constraints faced
by MSMEs including high cost of capital, limited access to
diversified trade finance instruments, compliance burdens in
international markets, logistics disadvantages, and barriers to
market entry”.

AT & T & \g'aﬂ Y JUTT MSMEs I URT 3T qreit
HRAATHS AT BT gT B BT YA H1, o e §
I Ysht anTd, fafay R fa Susol a@ Hifra ugT,

‘ ORI § SIUTe dig, Alforeed JHar iR
R § Y B Y|

e The measures seek to enable exporters to access new
markets or those with higher element of risk, through varied risk-
sharing mechanisms and credit instruments.

T U faiael 3t 1T IeIRT a1 3 SIRAH a1d 99TRI a6
g ¥ & 91 &1 Y a4 8, Al sifu-arsmezor
T SR HfSe SuHRUl & ATeAA A

e Aiming to provide credit assistance to e-commerce exporters, the provisions would
offer structured credit facilities that would provide interest subvention and partial
credit guarantees.

soad

Frafa®! @ $fee Terad UgH $1 & I |, A UTaYUT WRfud sise Jaumng

UG B, Sl ATl aa 9 3R 3HifRre bfee TR St
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e Among them, the direct e-commerce credit facility, meant to provide working capital as
an avenue for risk mitigation, would provide support up to ¥50 lakh with 90% guarantee
coverage.

30, STOvaT §-p1Ad Ffge Ry s afFn Ffecad Tud NfRmsa s F e g,
50 TTE db THAT UG Pt Fora# 909 MRE Have g |

e The overseas inventory credit facility would extend support of up to X5 crore with 75%

guarantee coverage.

e gdc! thfse Jfaem 25 FRIs 9o U U ot s 750% TRE Favs
|

e For both, an interest subsidy of 2.75% would be available.
aﬁﬁ%ﬁm 2.75% T TSl AR Iuds gRIT |
e This is subject to entities not breaching the upper limit of 15 lakh per applicant in a year.

g Ud ¢ fp P ot s1E ufa af ufa smaes 215 ar@ & siftreran Wiwr &1 7 uR H|

e “These structured mechanisms aim to strengthen exporter confidence and liquidity flows,” the
Ministry explalned
«3 TR o Frafas & srefayrT sik aRadr waTe &) Ieigy $71 S Iea W 8,”
HATET A FHTAT|

o Welcoming the move, the Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) said this would
“significantly ease working capital pressures”.
39 HeH BT W Hd 5T, B HTh 33T Taquid g™ (FIEO) A FaT &
T af$H71 FiUed gaTd FTWL g8 9B FH N

e “Lower cost of finance and improved liquidity cycles will enable MSMESs to price competitively,
accept larger orders and strengthen their credibility with overseas buyers. Shared-risk credit
mechanisms are also expected to encourage first-time exporters and promote product and
market diversification,” the industry body observed.

«Prg Rre I 3R JgaR AT T MSMEs B HRreaelf gea frufeor, a3 ot wfier
Wﬁvﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁ%wuﬁﬁwﬂwwﬁﬁw&mml TS ST e
& ¢ frafaem! @) vieafed #3 3iR Idrg @ IR fafy e &t ggrar 33 # safe @,
SN WS A HaT|
e To support exporters, institute warehouses overseas and fulfill infrastructure, the latest
measures will provide up to 30% of the approved project cost.

fFrafae! @ fadwr & Mer ok gfd gfard) e wﬁamﬁ%ﬁqwﬁqaﬁ%q ECIRGE
RIS |Td BT 30% d& UG

SUTg

‘EU, US. trade deals
to boost economy;
growth resilient’

21F. ‘EU, U.S. trade deals to boost economy;
growth resilient’

‘ﬁ%?.wmﬁﬁa{zfma@nﬁméﬁ;

e India’s free trade deals with the European Union and the

M_ U.S. are likely to play a significant role for the economy in the
Ww coming years, as foreign portfolio investments and the rupee

staged a comeback post the two announcements, the RBI's

India’s free trade deals bulletin said.

with the European Union :

and the US, are likely to IR & I WY SR .0, F A1 o AR FHIS 3
play a significant role for A qul § SrfogawT & ﬁrq qga‘q:uf q.Lﬁm,-[ v g %

the economy in the coming

years, as foreign portfolio
investments and the rupee
staged a comeback post
the two announcements,
the RBI's bulletin said.

An article published in
the Reserve Bank’s Febru-
ary bulletin also empha-
sised the domestic econo-
my remained resilient,
with quarterly results of
listed private companies
showing strengthening of
aggregate sales growth.

Industrial activity re-

Industrial activity remained
strong, as per RBI bulletin.

The Union Budget 2026-
27 reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to fis-
cal consolidation without
diluting the focus on long-
term growth, with
stepped-up allocation to-

FNfP gt aivonsii & arg fa=ht vidwiferar fa=r ok 3w 3
Ut gof #Y, SRAISTS & gaifed A HaTl

e Industrial activity remained strong, and the services
sector sustained its healthy growth.
TR orgw &t Tat, 3R Sarait 1 4 St
W gfex Ht I91C T 3
e The Union Budget 2026-27 reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to fiscal consolidation without
diluting the focus on long-term growth, with stepped-up
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allocation towards capital expenditure, said the article on the state of the economy.

U §9Ic 2026-27 7 WRPR B ISP GHHT & Ufd Ufdggar & algmrn, far
a&m@ﬁ g IR 4T ¥eT, Yoilia &g & fore 9¢1 g8 Sitded & a1y, a9 A srdoqaw
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Core sector growth slows to
4% in Jan., casts shadow on IIP

Press !!!us! ol I:Il!!a

NEW DELHI

Production growth of In-
dia’s eight key infrastruc-
ture sectors slowed to a
two-month low of 4% in Ja-
nuary, as per official data.

It was 5.1% in January
2025 and 4.7% in Decem-
ber 2025. Crude oil and
natural gas output record-
ed negative growth in Janu-
ary. Production of refinery
products remained flat.

Production growth of
coal and cement moderat-
ed to 3.1% and 10.7% dur-
ing the month under re-
view against 4.6% and
14.3%, respectively, in Ja-
nuary 2025.

T THRTA®D gis ool Dt

e Production of refinery products remained flat.

“PHIR I & I P 3 g, 1P (3NN

Coal, cement output growth
moderated to 3.1% and 10.7%.

However, fertilizer, steel
and electricity output re-
corded a positive growth
during the month.

During the April-Janu-
ary of this fiscal, growth of
core sector industries was
down to 2.8%, compared

with 4.5% a year earlier.
Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist, ICRA Ltd. said the
slowdown was broad-
based with as many as se-
ven of the eight sectors
seeing a deterioration in
YoY growth performance.
“Given the trends in
core output, IIP (Index of
Industrial Production)
growth is likely to slow
down in January, although
we expect the growth in
the non-core part of the IIP
to continue to outperform
core industries’ output, as
was the trend in Q3
FY2026.” Consequently,
ICRA expects IIP growth to
ease to 5.5% in January
from 7.8% in December.

SATG! BT It U TET
e Production growth of coal and cement moderated to 3.1% and 10.7% during the month
under review against 4.6% and 14.3%, respectively, in January 2025.
HIYAT 3R HHHT BT IUTEGH 59 HEH 3.1% 3R 10.7% a0 WA 8T, Siafep STHas! 2025
B SHURT: 4.6% 3R 14.3% AT
o However, fertilizer, steel and electricity output recorded a positive growth during the month.
gTaifes, Idv, SHUTd 3R fAsTell &1 I 39 7R YPRTAS gfg gof B
e During the April-January of this fiscal, growth of core sector industries was down to 2.8%,
compared with 4.5% a year earlier.

39 fo<hig af & Siia-S-as & gRME, FIR AR I & giS 2.8% a@ AR 718, wafw
TS A1 Ugdt 4.5% A1

e  “Given the trends in core output, IIP (Index of Industrial Production) growth is likely to slow
down in January, although we expect the growth in the non-core part of the IIP to continue
to outperform core industries’ output, as was the trend in Q3 FY2026..”

21F. Core sector growth slows to
4% in Jan., casts shadow on IIP

PR YaeR DI gl T-Ta< | 4% qH
Y 1P IR 3R

e Production growth of India’s eight key
infrastructure sectors slowed to a two-month
low of 4% in January, as per official data.

YRA & 313 TG SIHRET ] bl
Wq@mﬁa’rnﬁ%%ﬁaﬁw
4% TR Y 8Y 8, Snfieiie siepsl &
SR

e Itwas 5.1% in January 2025 and
4.7% in December 2025.

Yg FFa™ 2025 H 5.1% 3R fadaw 2025 &
4.7% UTI

e Crude oil and natural gas output
recorded negative growth in January.

Fa ad 3R UIPTdP A BT SATGH STast

JATGH Ft gf Fadt ¥ it

NCRAED)
BF Pt HUTGT &, TP U WG Fd ¢ [P 1P F N-oR R o g PR IAM &
ITGH P o1 | dgaR a1 I8, 4T P Q3 FY2026 H T3 UTI”
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21F | Al can help India achieve Visit Bharat goal, but poses high risk to jobs: IMF chief
Al maagrvmsn Bharat @& SIRTA PR § Hag B TPHdT 2, AfpT ApRal & g
I SIRAW UeT HaT 3 IMF U

21F | New IIT-M technique to accurately measure blood clotting time will help implant

e
o

8 IT-M TH-ID S ¥ad & YFb 9 BT 0T Fat &7 § A1, suaie faiar &t 7eg §
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Al can help India achieve

Viksit Bharat goal, but poses

high risk to jobs: IMF chief
R

J!ESS l!!t D! lﬂ!]ﬂ

NEW DELHI

IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva on
Friday said artificial intelli-
gence could lift global
growth by 0.8% and help
India achieve the Viksit
Bharat goal, but poses sig-
nificant risk of displace-
ment of jobs and financial
stability.

While being optimistic
about the technology, Ms.
Georgieva cautioned
against “sugarcoating” the
impact of Al and called for
striking a balance between
building and managing Al
as a “force for good, or a
force for evil”.

“Al can lift up global
growth by almost a percen-
tage point. We say 0.8%. It
would mean that the world
would grow faster than it
did before the COVID pan-
demic. And that is fantastic
for creating more oppor-
tunities, more jobs. This is
the magnitude that we see
for India, and it would
mean that India’s Viksit
Bharat is achievable,” Ms.
Georgieva said at the AT Im-

Kristalina Georgieva

pact Summit in New Delhi.
She said Al creates poten-
tial for countries that go
fast on digital infrastruc-
ture, skills, and adoption of
Al, and countries must em-
brace the opportunities,
while being mindful of the
risks.

Three major risks
“lam very optimistic about
Al 'm also not naive, it
brings significant risks,”
she said while listing out
three major risks from Al
First, it brings the risk of
making countries and the
world less fair as some
countries will have the
technology and others
would not, and the other is
the risk of financial stabili-

T BT 3G foban|

e “Al can lift up global growth by almost a percentage point. We say 0.8%.
e Al creates potential for countries that go fast on digital infrastructure, skills, and adoption
of Al, and countries must embrace the opportunities, while being mindful of the risks.

I BT b Al 37 3 & T HHIGATE T el @ o FEforea srawr=mn, @iz ik Al
AT H A5 T 31 §d €, 3R N oF aTR) B YT IR, STafes st o1 e
TG TRy

Three major risks

o v St

o “l am very optimistic about Al. I'm also not naive, it brings significant risks,” she said while
listing out three major risks from Al. ]
“H Al % IR T 9gd SMRmard! g | & el Y §, I8 Heayul sifam it &, S5 e 3R Al 9
W v SiRedl &1 Geltag faan

e  First, it brings the risk of making countries and the world less fair as some countries will have
the technology and others would not, and the other is the risk of financial stability, wherein Al
could get loose and create havoc on financial markets.

U, I8 o=11 3R g &1 o8 feer 97 &1 SRy ardT @ Rl $o &R0 & I I8

ty, wherein Al could get
loose and create havoc on
financial markets.

Also, it brings the risk of
displacement of jobs with
no good thinking about
how to help people find
their place in the new Al
economy.

“We calculated this risk
as very high. We actually
see the impact of Al on the
labour market like a tsuna-
mi hitting it. Globally, 40%
of jobs will be affected by
Al, some enhanced, others
eliminated. In emerging
markets 40%, but in ad-
vance economies, 60%.
And that is happening over
a relatively short period of
time,” Ms. Georgieva said.

She said the IMF will
continne to work with
countries to understand
what is happening in Al
and then how to project it
for policies for the future.

An IMF research on how
Al is affecting the labour
market showed that in Un-
ited States, one in 10 jobs
already requires additional
skills and for those who
have the skills, the job pays
better.

21F. Al can help India achieve
Visit Bharat goal, but poses high
risk to jobs: IMF chief

Al HIRA DT Viksit Bharat T&dT
FIRIA $3 § Ugg HY Thdl 8,
Afp Neival & g 3= wifew
<1 HRaT 8 IMF UgE

e IMF Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva on Friday said artificial
intelligence could lift global growth by 0.8%
and help India achieve the Viksit Bharat
goal, but poses significant risk of
displacement of jobs and financial stability.

IMF & Yot fr3ere fepaeiar Srfeigar 4
hAR B el [& SR gfgw (an) s
3BT B 0.8% dP d¢T APl & 3R URA
P Viksit Bharat 98T gTRIA B3 H Aeg
P Gbhdl 7, Afh1 Ig Apival b fawura=
RIS e S

|

e While being optimistic about the
technology, Ms. Georgieva cautioned
against “sugarcoating” the impact of Al and
called for striking a balance between
building and managing Al as a “force for
good, or a force for evil”.

Al % SR H STITaTe) T§d gu, SAergar 3
YD YU D! U FTH I A
TG Ig- P Ad1a-t &f 3R Al B DTS
P THd T RIS It ATPd & FUH
o 3R wefta $31 & s Agem
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TH-1h BT 3R $B & U el 3R a1 ¢ faia fRuar &1 wifam, o Al fd=or @ amsr
B faiig IRl # SYa-gud der o1 Iodl B

e Also, it brings the risk of displacement of jobs with no good thinking about how to help people
find their place in the new Al economy.
TS fATGT, Tg pieal b AT &1 7w oft a1a1 8, 3R I8 T &7 SfawR g ol &
RN B T Al SrferawT § 3@t T frd

o “We calculated this risk as very high. We actually see the impact of Al on the labour market
like a tsunami hitting it. Globally, 40% of jobs will be affected by Al, some enhanced, others
eliminated. In emerging markets 40%, but in advanced economies, 60%. And that is
happening over a relatively short period of time,” Ms. Georgieva said.
“GH 39 OIGH %! 9gd Sad AT §H IR & Al & 4 FTR TR YHTT DI JBTH DI dig
WA g1 3P TR W, 40% THRAL W Al BT THE UST, FS d¢Ts ST, $S JAT gt
3¢R'cﬂa1§|1ﬁﬁ40%, I srdfaawtait ® 60% | 3R T8 3UeHd $H THT A 8T8,
Glil\;:iqal Dol

e An IMF research on how Al is affecting the labour market showed that in the United States,
one in 10 jobs already requires additional skills and for those who have the skills, the job pays
better.

IMF & & MY T g foam 1 & Al 49 S9IR 3 &4 guTiad $R ¥l 8, s o 10 &
| TE Aot Ugdl ol Sifafved Sire arTd 3 $fR R U I8 311 &, 370 g At
. dgeR Ja <t B
New IIT-M technique to accurately measure
blood clotting time will help implant makers 27 New '™V

technique to

Ramya Kannan considered before deve- free haemoglobin method  for this technique last accu rately measure

CHENNAI

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Madras have secured a pa-
tent for a technique that
uses changes in reflected
light on the surface of im-
plants to detect blood clot
formation.

While it will allow ma-
nufacturers to use this
technique while research-
ing the viability of mate-
rials to be wused for
mplants, it also could also
be used to test water puri-
ty, among other applica-
tons, the researchers
claimed.

Improving clot testing

Haemocompatibility is the
ability of a material or
medical device to interface
with blood without induc-
ing adverse reactions, in-
cluding clotting. It is an im-
portant parameter to be

loping any material to fash-
ion a device - including
stents, heart valves and
catheters - that will come
into contact with blood.

The haemocompatibili-
ty test also helps to plan for
and titrate the dose of anti-
coagulation medicine to be
given to a patient, post sur-
gery. This is where IIT-M
researchers have stepped
in, to offer an optics-based
solution to improve the ac-
curacy of this test.

Subhashree Mishra, Go-
vinda Chandra Behera,
Vignesh  Muthuvijayan,
and Somnath Chanda Roy
described the technique in
an article published in the
journal Review of Scientific
Instruments.

“When blood comes in-
to contact with a foreign
material (as used in im-
plants) it begins to clot.
‘When we plan to build im-
plants, we need to check

This method is a optics-based
solution to improve accuracy of
haemocompatibility test.

how much time blood is
taking to clot over the fo-
reign device. Despite sever-
al technological advance-
ments in  biomedical
devices, issues related to
thrombosis remain a per-
sistent challenge,” ex-
plained Ms. Mishra, an
IIT-M research scholar.
The two techniques in
use today — the mechani-
cal tilting method, and the

— are not precise, she said.

“We set out to address
the shortcomings of the
conventional techniques to
measure blood clotting,”
she added. Researchers
used the optics to measure
this blood clotting time.

“The surface of any im-
plantable device will have
a reflective surface. When
blood touches this surface,
and the blood clotting pro-
cess begins, the surface be-
comes turbid, and the re-
flectivity of the surface will
change. When it does, it
will trigger a change in vol-
tage in a connected, highly
sensitive photodetector,”
Ms. Mishra said, adding
that the time taken for this
“voltage change” corres-
ponds to clotting time.
“The results, from our stu-
dy, were accurate; and
even milliseconds are
counted,” she added.

“We received the patent

year,” IIT-M Physics profes-
sor Dr. Roy said. “We are at
the initial stage of discus-
sions with manufacturers.
This will enable them to
quantitatively screen mate-
rials for blood compatibili-
ty at the research stage. It
can help them distinguish
between materials that
may be similar but behave
very different during clot
formation, and has the po-
tential to significantly re-
duce clot-related risks for
patients,” he added.

Wider applications

The team is also looking at
deploying the technique
for other real-world appli-
cations, Dr. Roy said, pri-
marily to gauge the purity
of water. “With a substrate,
and a few changes, it will
be able to check even trace
impurities in water. There
will be clear industry uses
for this also,” he added.

blood clotting time
will help implant
makers

T8 (IT-M dPP SN
G & Ygh 991 P
THY Tat a1 9
TR, g¥erie fAafar
F1 Heg BN

e Researchers at
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras
have secured a patent for
a technique that uses

changes in reflected light on the surface of implants to detect blood clot formation.

YR MNRIS GRIE, §a1H (1IT-M) & NUDdie 3 TP dep-e & fow 9de ure fomar
%,Gﬁsgmmaﬁmwmﬁamﬁwmwmmmaﬁmw
e 2l

While it will allow manufacturers to use this technique while researching the viability of
materials to be used for implants, it also could also be used to test water purity, among other
applications, the researchers claimed.

Mematsil BT grar @ % a8 aw-ite fHufas $i sraie & I fe 9 ara anh it
IUHIRET IR MY FIA TUG TG B, 3R 32 37 SIuarn §, o Uit &t Y[t St
S & foe ot swawTa fohar o1 9ear g1

Improving clot .testing
YFBT URI&0T § JUR
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Haemocompatibility is the ability of a material or medical device to interface with blood
without inducing adverse reactions, including clotting.
Haemocompatibility 3t ARTR a1 fafeia Susur ot U8 & g f a8 Yo & dudh #
3T fam wfagpa wfafshany, S yaewT s, I fod f9mT &1 &R T [+

It is an important parameter to be considered before developing any material to fashion a
device — including stents, heart valves and catheters — that will come into contact with
blood.

~gg Th HEYU] RTHIeR g Ford freft off wrmht ot faepfRia 5 9 ugd e o a1 =1feg,
S WeH, FoU aTed 3R AR S IUHRY g H ITANT gRT 3R Yo & WU | Tt
The haemocompatibility test also helps to plan for and titrate the dose of anticoagulation
medicine to be given to a patient, post surgery.

“*Hemocompatibility GRI&0T ol & 916 INT BI feu W ard anticoagulation &dT 4|
TGP Pt AT T 3R JHITd He | ot Aeg Hear gl

This is where IIT-M researchers have stepped in, to offer an optics-based solution to improve
the accuracy of this test.

T 1IT-M & U aisi 3 HeH IGT, d1fP 3T URIEU B Jihdr GURA & g SAow-
ST FHTYT U= foma o was |

“When blood comes into contact with a foreign materlal (as used in |mplants) it begins to clot.
«o7q Yo fopft fac=it wrmht (o & st o SuavT giar @) & WU # 3mar €, df a8
YTFPHT T T B |

Despite several technological advancements in biomedical devices, issues related to

throm bosis remain a persistent challenge.

IUHIUN H B3 MeRraehTd IAfadl & aravg, Uiy I "afta ge, uh
Wifﬁ'cﬂaﬁgq%.

The two techniques in use today — the mechanical tilting method, and the free haemoglobin
method — are not precise, she said.

I8 Fel fp 3 TN H 31 arell &) a1 — mechanical tilting method 3R free
haemoglobin method —Wﬂ?’f?l
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