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21F. Panchayat leadership helps Bela Gram emerge as first net-zero village 

                                     -                   दद    

 Bela Gram in the Bhandara district of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra, India‘s first net-
zero panchayat, was highlighted during the Mumbai Climate Week 2026 earlier this 
week, reflecting that panchayat leadership plays a vital role in shaping localised climate action 
and combating climate change. 

              द  भ        भ                      , भ               -           , इस स       

                          2026                  , य                                य     य  

                     औ                                                      

 “Climate change is first felt by common people in daily routines; in the food you grow, water 
you fetch. The impacts are visible when it affects health. So, for us, climate action begins at 
home, when the panchayat guides, people participate, and change starts,” said Sharada 
Gaydhane, the sarpanch of Bela Gram, who led the initiatives to make her village a net-zero 
panchayat, i.e. with zero greenhouse gas emissions. 

 “               स स                                     स स   य         ;   स            

        ,   स                     इस                            य                         

इस   ,                          घ  स             ,        य                  ,                , 

औ                     ,”        द         ,                   ,                         -     

                               य , य                           

 Bela Gram panchayat planted more than 90,000 trees during weddings and festivals. 

                       द    औ                   90,000 स                 

 It also advocated for a smooth energy transition from smoky chulhas to LPG, installed solar 
panels at homes, anganwadis, and panchayat offices. 

 इस                स  LPG    स                           , औ  घ   ,         य  , औ      य  

  य   य                      

 “We also promoted waste segregation at doorsteps and achieved the vanishing of single-use 
plastics,” said Ms. Gaydhane, who was twice-elected sarpanch and is a recipient of the 
Vasundhara Award for climate protection. 

 “                                      य  औ       -             स                

  य ,”                  ,                    स             औ                            

                     

 Bela Gram became Maharashtra‟s first net-zero village, receiving the 2024 Rashtriya 
Panchayat Puraskar. 

                             -              य , औ   स  2024                              
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 Ms. Gaydhane, in her blue saree and fixing her glasses, said, “Waste can be converted into 
wealth if thought properly.” 

              ,                   औ                 ,       , “य   स         स  स       , 

                         स       ” 

21F. General Upendra Dwivedi concludes 4-
day Australia visit 

               द     4- द                   

        

 Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General 
Upendra Dwivedi concluded his official visit to Australia 

on Thursday reinforcing the growing strategic 
partnership between India and the country in the Indo-
Pacific region. 

           (COAS)               द               

                               स      ,        -

               भ    औ                           

    द                      

 In Sydney, the COAS interacted with the 
leadership of Forces Command (FORCOMD), Special 
Operations Command (SOCOMD) and the 2nd 
Division of the Australian Army. 

         , COAS    Forces Command (FORCOMD), 

Special Operations Command (SOCOMD) औ  

                  2                    स             

 The engagements facilitated exchanges on force 
readiness, operational concepts and training 
methodologies. 

 इ                       ,                     

औ                       -        स               

 Special emphasis was placed on the bilateral 
Army Exercise ‗AUSTRAHIND‘ with 

both sides expressing commitment to 
enriching its forthcoming edition 
scheduled to be held in India later 
this year. 

                  ‗AUSTRAHIND‘                य   य ,   स                 

इस                             स             औ                        

       

21F. Bengali author Shankar passes away in Kolkata at 92 

                                92                    

 Veteran Bengali author Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay, popularly known 
as Shankar, passed away on Friday at the age of 92. 

                                    ,                            

       ,              92                            

 He had been undergoing treatment in a Kolkata hospital for age-related 
ailments. 

       -                                                              

    

 A towering figure in Bengali literature, Mr. Shankar authored several novels, 
including Chowringhee, Jana Aranya, and Seemabaddha. 

                            ,                         ,       

Chowringhee, Jana Aranya, औ  Seemabaddha           



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
 

 All three were made into films, with Chowringhee becoming particularly iconic. 

                      भ           ,       Chowringhee                            

 Jana Aranya and Seemabaddha were adapted for the screen by Satyajit Ray. 

 Jana Aranya औ  Seemabaddha    Satyajit Ray                                

 His stories mostly revolved around the lives of common people. 

                                                 द -  द             

 West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said it was “the fall of one of the brightest stars 
in the world of Bengali literature”. 

                                                              द                 द   

                             

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F Amid row, J&K CM defends regulation on zakat collection 

     द       , J&K                                              
 

Muslims over prayers on the first Friday of the holy month of 
Ramzan at the Jamia Masjid in Srinagar. Muslims around 
the world observe Ramzan by offering special night prayers 
and abstaining from food and drink between sunrise and 
sunset. 
 

RAMZAN (RAMADAN) 

• Ramzan (Ramadan) is the ninth 
month of the Islamic lunar calendar and holds the highest spiritual 
significance in Islam. 
• It commemorates the period when the first revelation of the Quran 
was received by Prophet Muhammad in 610 CE in the Cave of Hira 

near Mecca. 
• It is observed by fasting (Sawm) from dawn (Fajr) to sunset 
(Maghrib), which is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. 
• The Islamic calendar is lunar-based (354 days), hence Ramadan 
shifts about 10–11 days earlier each year in the Gregorian calendar. 

Origin and Early Development 

• Ramadan became obligatory in 2 AH (624 CE) after the 
migration (Hijra) of Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to 
Medina in 622 CE. 

• The command to fast during Ramadan is mentioned in 
the Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah (2:183-185). 
• Historically, fasting existed in earlier Abrahamic 
traditions, but Islam formalized it with strict spiritual and 
social discipline. 

Revelation of the Quran 

• The first verses of the Quran were revealed on Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power) during Ramadan, 
believed to fall in the last ten odd nights (21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th, or 29th). 
• Laylat al-Qadr is described in the Quran as ―better than a thousand months.‖ 
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Five Pillars Connection 

• Sawm (Fasting) during Ramadan is the fourth pillar of Islam. 
• Other pillars include Shahada (faith), Salat (prayer), Zakat (charity), and Hajj (pilgrimage). 

Spiritual Objectives 

• Development of self-discipline, patience, and empathy for the poor. 
• Purification of the soul through prayer, charity, and Quran recitation. 
• Strengthening community bonds through collective prayers and charity. 

Key Practices During Ramadan 

Fasting (Sawm) 

• Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking, and marital relations from dawn to sunset. 
• The fast begins with Suhoor (pre-dawn meal) and ends with Iftar (meal at sunset), traditionally 
with dates and water, following Prophet Muhammad‟s practice. 

Taraweeh Prayer 

• Special nightly prayers called Taraweeh are performed in mosques after Isha prayer. 
• The entire Quran is recited over 29–30 nights during these prayers. 

Zakat and Charity 

• Zakat (mandatory charity) and Zakat al-Fitr (charity before Eid) are emphasized. 
• Charity ensures that poor and needy can celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power) 

• Considered the holiest night of Ramadan. 
• Worship on this night is believed to bring immense spiritual rewards and forgiveness. 

• Ramadan is observed by over 1.9 billion Muslims worldwide. 
• Fasting hours vary by geography, ranging from 11 to 20 hours depending on daylight duration. 

Scientific and Health Perspective 

• Fasting promotes metabolic regulation, detoxification, and improved insulin sensitivity when 

practiced moderately. 
• Encourages regulated eating habits and reduced consumption. 
• Exemptions exist for pregnant women, travelers, elderly, sick persons, and children. 

Important Dates and Facts 

• First Revelation of Quran: 610 CE 
• Hijra (Migration to Medina): 622 CE 
• Fasting made obligatory: 624 CE (2 AH) 
• Islamic Calendar Type: Lunar (354 days) 
• Laylat al-Qadr occurs in: Last 10 days of Ramadan 
• Festival marking end of Ramadan: Eid-ul-Fitr 
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21F. Amid  row, J&K CM defends regulation on 
zakat collection 

     द       , J&K                                 

             

 Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Friday defended an order regulating collection of zakat (charity) 
during Ramzan in Kishtwar district, amid growing criticism from 
political parties. 

     औ                                         

                        द          (द  )                    

           द               ,                           

               

 In Kishtwar, religious leaders themselves raised 
concerns about fake NGOs collecting zakat and donations 
without transparency and sought regulation to prevent misuse. 

          ,                           NGO           औ  

द           द                                             औ  

द                                     

 Acting on their request, the order was issued... We 
should not politicise every administrative decision,” Mr. Abdullah 
said. 

                             ,  द                ...        

                                            , ‖             

     

 The order, issued by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Kishtwar, stated that individuals, NGOs, trusts, societies or 
committees cannot collect charity “without a valid registration 
under the relevant Acts”. 

     द  ,              Deputy Commissioner           

        ,                  , NGO,    ,                                                  

           द                      

 
 
 

GS Paper 1:  Society 

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F Centre notifies committee to clear pending CAA applications in Bengal 

                       CAA    द                                                    

21F Bhasha‘ matters in India‘s multilingual moment 

भ         भ    द      ‗भ   ‘        

21F A tribal hamlet‘s tryst with AI-assisted tools 

    -                               द               भ  
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21F.  Centre notifies committee to clear pending CAA applications in Bengal 

                       CAA    द                                               

     

 Several Matua community members have applied for citizenship under the CAA, amid the 

special intensive revision of electoral rolls; the new panel, in addition to an existing 
empowered committee, will process and fast-track the requests. 

            द       द     CAA                                य    ,                      

           (SIR)       ;        ,                          , इ                 य     

      औ       स            

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Friday notified another empowered committee 
comprising Census, postal and Intelligence Bureau (IB) officials to fast-track hundreds of 
pending citizenship applications under the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), amid the 
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West Bengal. 

            (MHA)                 औ                                   य ,   स   

      ,     औ              (IB)                       ,      CAA                     

            द          स       य     स  ,                                (SIR)         

 Several people belonging to the Matua community, comprising Hindu Namasudras with 
roots in Bangladesh, have applied for citizenship under the CAA as their names are not in 
the 2002 electoral list, the threshold for the ongoing SIR exercise. 

                द     ,   स      द                 औ                 द        ,    CAA    
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                            य                    2002                          ,           

SIR    य         स        

 The committee will comprise an officer in the Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau not below the 
rank of Deputy Secretary, two Under Secretary rank officials to be nominated by the 
Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) and the National Informatics Centre of 

West Bengal and the Postmaster General of the State. 

 स                   Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau              ,   स      Deputy 

Secretary स                , द  Under Secretary  द                 Foreigners Regional 

Registration Office (FRRO) औ  National Informatics Centre, West Bengal               

  य        औ         Postmaster General  

 On March 11, 2024, days ahead of the announcement of the General Election, the MHA 
notified the Citizenship Amendment Rules, 2024 enabling the implementation of the CAA, four 
years after the legislation was passed. 

 11      2024   ,                      स              , MHA    Citizenship Amendment 

Rules, 2024                      य ,   सस  CAA              स      , य          स         

          द  

 The Act facilitates citizenship to undocumented people belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Parsi, Christian and Jain community from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan who 

entered India on or before December 31, 2014 and fast-tracks the process by reducing the 
eligibility to five years‟ continuous stay instead of 12 years. 

 य               ,          औ            स        द ,    ,    ,      ,      औ      

   द                                        स  य    ,         31  द     2014              

  य  औ  12             5                                 स      य          स            

    

 Though the legislation was brought in for undocumented migrants, the Rules mentioned 
several documents to be provided by the applicants, including a document issued by a 
government authority in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. 

 य    य                                  य   य    ,   य          द                  य  

 य                                      ,   स          ,           औ       द      

स                                         

 The Matuas began migrating from Bangladesh in 1947 and continued to arrive in India 
both before and after the war in 1971 that liberated what was then East Pakistan from West 

Pakistan. 

          1947         द   स                  औ  1971    य   स       औ                  

   ,   स                                               य   

 In West Bengal, the community has a considerable presence in border districts such as North 
24 Parganas, Nadia, Howrah, Cooch Behar, and Malda, and are the State‘s second largest 
Scheduled Caste community. 

              , इस स    य                    स  North 24 Parganas, Nadia, Howrah, Cooch 

Behar, औ  Malda                     , औ  य         द                            

   द       
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21F.  Bhasha‘ matters in India‘s multilingual moment 

भ         भ    द      ‗भ   ‘        

 According to the 2011 Census, India is home to more than 1,300 mother tongues and 
121 constitutionally recognised languages. It is a national strength, central to how children 

learn, grow and understand the world. 

                             ,      भ                       औ  स             य     2011 

                स  ,         1,300             भ      औ  121                       

    भ          य                                य          य       ,            स    ,      

औ      य     स                   

 When a language disappears, we lose more than words. We lose a way of understanding the 
world built over generations. It is fundamentally a question of holding on to humanity‟s 
accumulated knowledge, which in turn makes it an educational issue. This is why mother-
tongue-based multilingual education (MTB-MLE) is critical. 

                       ,                                 य   स             य     स           

                  इस                          स             य             य                  

स                              ,    इस                             य                  भ   -

         भ         (MTB-MLE)                  

Basis for quality education 

                        

 As we mark International Mother Language Day (February 21), under the theme ―Youth 
voices on multilingual education‖, the message is clear: young people thrive when their 

languages — and, therefore, their identities — are recognised and valued in the classroom. 

                     भ     द   (21      )    ―  भ                          ‖    य    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
0 

स           , स          : य                                   — औ  इस                 — 

                औ  स      य           

 When this happens, schools become spaces where children learn about themselves, others, 
and the world in all its diversity. UNESCO has long championed multilingual teaching, based 
on the language best understood and spoken, as a condition for quality education. 

    स         ,      स                                      ,   स               औ      य             

           स                     स य स   स                               स                 

  स  स स          स    औ              , औ  इस                                   

 Each year, UNESCO publishes the State of the Education Report for India, focusing on 
specific themes. This year, which is the seventh edition (2025), Bhasha Matters: Mother 
Tongue and Multilingual Education, brought together global research, new national 
evidence and practical lessons to explore the state of Mother Tongue and Multilingual 
Education in India. 

      ,        भ                                             ,             य                 

    इस    ,                    (2025)   , भ                 :     भ    औ    भ        ,    

         ,         य      औ                          य       भ           भ    औ    भ    

                  य    य     स    

 The report demonstrates that MTB-MLE is not only pedagogically sound but also 
transformative. It outlines 10 policy recommendations to guide India towards a more 
inclusive and equitable education system that treats linguistic diversity as an asset 
rather than a challenge. 

                    MTB-MLE                स  स                                   य       

                   औ                                                 10        

                     ,    भ                                                         

A barrier of language 

भ            

 Globally, over a quarter of a billion learners lack access to education in a language they 
fully understand. In India, nearly 44% of children enter school speaking a language that is 
different from the medium of instruction, according to the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) in 2022. 

                                                स                              स          

    स          भ            44%      स                                               

     स             ,                       औ            द (NCERT) 2022       स    

 For these children, learning begins with the added burden of decoding an unfamiliar 
language before grasping academic concepts. Weak foundational literacy and numeracy 

can lead to cumulative learning gaps, reduced confidence and, ultimately, a higher risk of 
dropout. 

इ              स             भ                           स             ,  सस             

                    स   स             भ          औ           स  य  स        

   ,          स औ                                         स        

 India has taken decisive steps to address this challenge. The National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, followed by the National Curriculum Frameworks of 2022 and 2023, places 
the child‟s home or mother tongue at the centre of early education. 

भ       इस           स                       य                                (NEP) 2020, 

औ   स                            2022 औ  2023,                                   भ       

      भ                

 The Bhasha Matters report highlights promising examples. In Odisha, a long-standing 
multilingual education programme spans 21 tribal languages across 17 districts, 
supporting nearly 90,000 children. 

भ                                                                   घ         भ    

            17          21         भ                      ,         90,000         

स य            

 In Telangana, the use of Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA)-enabled 
multilingual resources demonstrates how digital tools can expand access to learning 
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materials in local languages. 

                                              (DIKSHA)       भ                  य   

               स                     भ              स                 स        

 National initiatives such as PM eVIDYA, Adi Vaani, BHASHINI, and AI4Bharat‘s 
community-developed language technologies show how digital platforms and artificial 
intelligence can help document endangered languages, create local-language content 
and support teachers with multilingual resources. 

PM eVIDYA,   द     , BHASHINI, औ  AI4Bharat        द     भ            स       य 

                    स                 औ                       भ                    

    ,       भ                औ              भ             स  स य                  स    

    

 It emphasises high-quality multilingual materials and assessments, community 
participation and indigenous knowledge, gender-responsive approaches, responsible 
investment in language technologies, and sustainable financing. 

य                   भ          औ         ,    द      भ   द    औ   द       ,      -

    द           , भ                             औ                              

 Crucially, it proposes a National Mission for Mother-Tongue-Based Multilingual 
Education to coordinate action across ministries, research institutions, civil society and 

technology 
partners, ensuring 
that promising pilots 
become systemic 

reform. 

 

21F . A tribal 

hamlet‘s tryst 
with AI-assisted 
tools 

    -       

               

         द     

          भ  

 In the remote 
hills of Kumram 
Bheem Asifabad 
district, Limbuguda 

— home to less than 
40 Kolam families — 
is witnessing a quiet 
transformation. 

        भ   

       द         

          य          

        ,      40    

                      ,                    स               

 A state-of-the-art Multipurpose Centre, established under the PM-
JANMAN scheme, is leveraging AI-assisted learning tools to 
improve education, alongside healthcare and nutrition services, 
reshaping aspirations in one of Telangana‘s most marginalised 
PVTG habitations, writes P. Sridhar. 

 PM-JANMAN                                              

   -                          य              स              , 
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स               औ                      स                         PVTG           

             य              ,  स  P. Sridhar             

 In July last year, the MPC was set up under Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha 
Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) at a cost of ₹60 lakh. AI tools were introduced to enhance learning 
outcomes among PVTG children. 

                                     द               भ    (PM-JANMAN)        ₹60 

            स  MPC         य   य   PVTG         स               स                  

               

 Billed as the first-of-its-kind state-of-the-art centre in PVTG habitations, it houses an ANM 
centre, Anganwadi, conference hall with projector, and a computer lab. 

इस  PVTG    य                           य   य    ,   स   ANM    ,         ,        

              औ                 

 Kolams form the majority of PVTGs in the combined Adilabad district and are among the 

most marginalised communities. 

        स    PVTG    औ  स स                          स    य                

 The MPC serves as a beacon of hope and plans are underway to extend this initiative to 
other PVTG hamlets under the Integrated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA), Utnoor. 

MPC     य       य स    य                       औ  इस     PVTG    य               

य                                (ITDA),                             

 Kolam farmers rely on rain-fed agriculture, mainly cultivating cotton in black soil, and take 
up daily wage labour during the off-season. 

        स                               ,                                 , औ  ऑ -स    

   द       द             

 “I donated land hoping it will spread the light of education and improve living conditions,” says 
Jaithu, affectionately called ‗Devara‘ by villagers. 

“                      य                     औ          स     ,”             ,                

    स  ‗द    ‘          

 Improved transport access would help tribal children utilise the MPC‟s educational and 
digital learning facilities without hardship. 

             स            य         MPC          औ                               

         य                      

Need for high-speed internet 

                         

 Villagers stress the need for reliable high-speed internet at the MPC to ensure seamless 
functioning of AI-assisted learning tools and online educational resources. 

      MPC               -                                             -           

           औ                      स        स     स    

 Officials say Limbuguda MPC is part of a multipronged strategy delivering healthcare, 
nutrition and digital learning under one roof. 

       य         स            MPC                             ,       ,      औ  

                                        

 Community leaders and youth stress the need for skill development programmes to 
promote sustainable livelihoods and financial self-reliance among PVTG youth and 
women. 

स    य         औ  य                                                      PVTG      औ  

                    औ            भ            स    

 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F Supreme Court steps in; judicial officers will now join Bengal SIR process 
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                         ;                        SIR                      

21F Treatise for federalism 

      द            

21F A temporary relief from bonded labour 

         द                  
 

21F. Supreme Court steps in; judicial 

officers will now join Bengal SIR 
process 

                         ;       

                 SIR                

      

 A three-judge Bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant requested the 
Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court to deploy 
a force of serving and retired judicial officers 
of West Bengal to take over the quasi-judicial 
task of Electoral Registration 
Officers/Assistant Electoral Registration 
Officers. 

    -                  ,   स         भ       

                               ,               

                      स           य        

                औ                             

                        -             स         

               /                      

स     स    

 The Bench asked the High Court Chief 
Justice to hold a meeting on Saturday with the 
State Election Commissioner, the West Bengal 
Chief Secretary, the Director-General of Police 
and the Advocate-General of the State, to iron 
out a plan for the deployment of judicial officers, 

who should be in the rank of District or Additional 
District Judge. 

                                 स            

                        ,                  , 

           द    औ               -        

स           ,                                 

   य             स  ,        द                
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 Their instructions would be deemed to be that of the apex court, and the State/district 
administration would have to comply without demur. 

        द                                             , औ     /                   

  स                          

‗Extraordinary state‘ 

 ‗            ‘ 

 “The circumstances being extraordinary, the inclusion of 
judicial officers is extraordinary in nature. It may have some impact 
on the pending court cases,” the court acknowledged. 

 “      स                  ,                                

           स   स          इस                               

स      ,”                  य   

 

21F. Treatise for federalism 

      द            

 The Kurian Joseph report must provoke a debate on 
reversing centralisation 

                                              स      स    

      

 A high-level committee on Union-State relations 
appointed by the Government of Tamil Nadu has mapped the 
pattern of centralisation of power and the weakening of federal 
democracy in India over the decades, and suggested 
comprehensive corrective measures. 

          स            य      -                                

               औ           भ                                  

                    य     औ                     स         

 The three-member Committee, chaired by a former 
Supreme Court judge, Justice Kurian Joseph, has drawn on 
scholarship across various disciplines, Constituent Assembly 
debates, and the findings of three other committees on Centre-
State relations, while also critiquing recent governance trends 
that weaken the authority of States. 

      द         ,   स                                      

                  ,             य        य ,          भ          , 

औ     -                                             य     य  

  , स                                                         

                    

 It concludes that centralisation is increasing — which it 
notes is not healthy — and calls for urgent remedial measures. 

 य                                        —   स  य          

      — औ                                        

 The report is an expansive critique of the dilapidation of 
federalism, threatening India‘s progress, and calls for changes to 
reverse the dangerous course, stating that “Indian federalism now 
requires a structural reset comparable in ambition to the 
economic reforms of 1991”. 

 य              द                         ,    भ               

                  , औ          द                                   

       , य             “भ           द       1991                                

                      ”  
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 India‘s constitutional framework took shape against the backdrop of Partition, and the 
consolidation of princely States. 

 भ                         भ    औ                                       स      

 The context encouraged the founders to tilt towards a centralising constitutional scheme; 
legislative, administrative, and judicial measures in the ensuing decades further 
reinforced this line of thinking. 

 इस स        स                                                             य ;              

         ,         औ                  इस स      औ          य   

 The report convincingly takes down the arguments for centralisation, and argues that 
federalised governance is essential for a country of India‘s size and diversity, and that it 

would in fact be dangerous to overlook this imperative. 

                                                 स               , औ  य                       

          भ            औ                                 , औ  इस      य       

                                 

 The Constitution can be amended far too easily for a federal polity, and this creates a self-
perpetuating cycle of centralisation. 

               स घ य                    स    स  स         य     स      , औ  य  

                -  य                    

 The territorial integrity of States is at the mercy of the Centre, most blatantly illustrated by 
the dismantling of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories in 2019. 

                               य             ,   स   स स            2019        औ  

        द            द          भ              

 The misplaced idea that the country needs one national language is being pursued by the 
Union government, which is particularly assertive on the question. 

 य                                भ                ,                                  , 

   इस                स         

 Governors have become instruments of the Centre‘s overreach in all areas of governance. 

          स     स                                             

 The impending inter-State delimitation of Lok Sabha constituencies is causing anxiety 
among States that have stabilised their populations and stand to lose their relative weight in 
national governance. 

           भ                       -                                                       

       स             य     औ          य   स          स               स        

 The Union has overt power in the conduct of elections, and key sectors such as education 
and health are being increasingly centralised. 

          स            स                   , औ       औ        स                        

                   

 The GST regime has restructured India‟s fiscal landscape in favour of the Union and at 
States‘ expense. 

                                                       औ                              

  य      

 This report lays out the logic, facts and common sense about why federated governance 

should be the path to progress. 

 य         य     ,    औ  स     स                                                    

            

 This report must form the basis for a new national conversation. 

 य                                                
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21F. A temporary relief from bonded labour 

         द                  

 A landmark law formulated to end bonded labour in India marks its 50th year of passing. 

 भ               द    स                   य   य                                       50   

                        

 Satyasundar Barik examines the Act‘s relevance and effectiveness through the voices of 
labourers in Odisha who slipped back into bondage even after being officially rescued. 

      द                        द                       स  इस                      औ  

 भ             य    य ,                                           स                

        

 Determined to fund the education of his two sons and daughter, Panchanan Muduli, 44, of 
Balangir (Odisha) migrated to Hyderabad in early 2025 for work at a poultry farm with 
wages of ₹10,000 per month. 

               औ                            स               द   , 44,         (     )    

    स , 2025               द    द                  ₹10,000                              

    

 The stench, humiliation and loneliness became unbearable and within a month he left and 

began his journey home. 
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 द    ,       औ           स   य     य  औ                                       घ  

             य   य   

 At Vijayawada railway station, a fishery farm owner offered him work where he endured 15-
hour workdays, constant surveillance and captivity for seven months. 

                                                  य        स   15           द   ,        

        औ                 द       

 When the owner‟s relative died, labourers escaped through forests from Perumallapuram 
village, East Godavari (Andhra Pradesh) and Muduli was rescued and declared a bonded 
labourer under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976. 

                               ,              द     (     द  )                    स         

                  औ                          द   (     )        , 1976              

      घ       य   य   

 He returned to his village hoping for rehabilitation but received no help and within five 
months migrated again with his wife and 5-year-old daughter to a brick kiln in November 
2025. 

          स                                        औ                 भ        औ  5        

                  2025                                       

Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 

         द         (     )        , 1976 

 The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 completed 50 years in February 2026 
and came into force retrospectively in October 1975. 

         द         (     )        , 1976          2026    50              औ  य        

1975 स            

 The law defines bonded labour as forced labour due to economic or caste-based reasons 
and mandates periodic surveys by State governments. 

 य                                               स                                     

   औ                                     य           

 As per SECC-2011, 8,304 bonded labourers in Odisha were rescued and 1.65 lakh in 
India, but rehabilitation action in Odisha remained unclear. 

 SECC-2011       स            8,304         द   औ               1.65               ,    

               स                      

 District administrations in Odisha were asked to create a ₹10 lakh corpus fund, yet half the 
districts lack such funds. 

                  स     ₹10                          य   य ,                              

    

Individuals and families migrate 

     औ                       

 In 2017, Dambarudhar Majhi, 35, from Nuapada (Odisha) migrated to Karnataka and was 
trapped in exploitative labour at a poultry farm with ₹10,000 promised wages but rarely 
paid. 

 2017   ,         (     )               , 35,           औ                              

        ₹10,000   द         द          य                

 His children were secretly sent away and later found by labour officials at Yesvantpur 
Junction, leading to a rescue operation. 

                     स        य  औ                                य   स      ,   सस       

   य        

 Nine years later, despite holding a rescue certificate, rehabilitation never arrived and the 
family survives on daily wage with one meal a day. 

                                                स           औ         द       द          

    भ    स       य             
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 Jayaraj Jagat from Nuapada was rescued from a brick kiln in Tamil Nadu (2012) and 
received ₹19,000 rehabilitation assistance, but poverty forced migration again by 2017. 

                         2012                        स     य   य  औ  ₹19,000         

           ,                  2017           य            

 They worked 14 hours a day, lived in 6-foot makeshift shelters, and currently work in a 
brick kiln in Telangana. 

    14          द             , 6                                 औ                            

         य        

Freedom sans relief 

                    

 Delays in rehabilitation assistance are a problem, especially for inter-State migrant 
labourers. 

                  द       स      ,             -              द             

 “When rehabilitation is delayed, rescued labourers are pushed back into the same profession, 
no matter how harsh or exploitative the conditions are,” says Umi Daniel, Director of 
Migration and Education, Aid et Action. 

“         स                ,                         स                       ,             य         

        य              ,”           ,   द    (Migration and Education), Aid et Action 

         

 Timely financial support is only the first step. 

स य                                   

 “We may have freed people physically from their captors, but not from the debt that binds 
them. Helping them stand on their own feet is a long-term process,” Daniel adds. 

“                         स           य    ,                        स                          

   द                 ,”     य           

 Without sustained support, rescue becomes a temporary interruption, not a permanent 

escape. 

                                                      ,   य             

 The law mandates close monitoring of rescued bonded labourers with their details 

recorded in official registers. 

            स               द                      औ                                  

              य      

 It requires the District Collector to designate an officer to oversee rehabilitation and ensure 
long-term protection. 

इस                       स            औ  द               स                           य   

         य      

 District-level vigilance committees, chaired by the Collector, are meant to anchor this 

process. 

                         ,                  , इस    य     स                        

         

 The Odisha nodal officer Binod Senapati said he was unaware that people were not being 

assisted. 

                          द                                                   स  य        

            

 “Whenever other States inform us about rescue, we immediately inform District Collectors,” 
he said. 

“                         स            ,                          स            ,”             

 Daniel says rehabilitation cannot be reduced to a one-time cash payment. 

    य                   स                     द भ         स            य     स     

 Survivors must be linked to housing, livelihood and social security schemes to break the 

cycle of vulnerability. 

               ,         औ                        स                      स        

       स    
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 Bondage in many villages survives not through chains, but through caste. 

                          स                        स            

 For generations, families from barber and washermen communities have remained trapped 
in hereditary servitude, paid not in wages but in a few kilograms of rice. 

    य   स      औ          द                                  स     ,                   य     

               य           

 

GS Paper II:  Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F PAC pulls up govt. for slow implementation of SANKALP scheme 

 PAC    SANKALP                                              
 
 

 

21F.  PAC pulls up govt. for slow 
implementation of SANKALP 

scheme 

 PAC    SANKALP               

                               

 Panel questions govt. over absence 
of a central monitoring mechanism and gaps 
in due diligence; CAG had flagged shortfalls 
in financial progress. 

                                       औ  

                                      

         ; CAG                            

        द      

 The Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC) of Parliament, chaired by senior 
Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, on  

Friday criticised the government for what 
members described as “lackadaisical” 
implementation of the Skill Acquisition and 
Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood 
Promotion (SANKALP) scheme, a flagship 

programme of the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship. 

    द    Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC),                              K.C. 

Venugopal          ,                    

   Skill Acquisition and Knowledge 
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion 

(SANKALP)          ―          ‖ 

                        ,         

      औ                              

    

 The panel was examining a 
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 
report that highlighted significant delays 
and shortfalls in both financial and 

physical progress under the scheme. 

      Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)                               ,       

                   औ  भ                     द    औ                               
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 According to the CAG, only 44% of the budgeted provision for SANKALP was disbursed 
between 2017-18 and 2023-24 (as of October 2023). 

 CAG          , 2017-18    2023-24 (      2023   )        SANKALP            

               44%                  

 The audit also flagged weak adherence to implementation guidelines and a sluggish pace of 
execution across components. 

                  द    द                   औ              भ                

                भ              

 Approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs in October 2017 with a total outlay 
of ₹4,455 crore, SANKALP was designed to strengthen short-term skill training through 
better institutional frameworks, enhanced industry linkages, and targeted inclusion of 
marginalised communities. 

       2017    Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs          ₹4,455                 

          द , SANKALP                      ,           औ                        द     

                                                                          

          

 The scheme was slated to be financed through a World Bank loan of ₹3,300 crore, State 
leverage of ₹660 crore, and industry leverage of ₹495 crore. 

                  ऋ  ₹3,300     ,           द   ₹660     , औ             द   

₹495                                            

 Launched in 2018, SANKALP was originally scheduled for completion by March 2023 but 

was later extended to March 2024. 

 2018           SANKALP                   2023                          ,         द 

            2024         द        

 Against the first tranche of the agreed loan of $250 million, the Bank disbursed ₹1,606.15 
crore (86%), but the Ministry utilised only ₹850.71 crore as of December 2023. 

       ऋ               $250                ,        ₹1,606.15      (86%)        

   ,        द     2023                   ₹850.71                     

 The CAG attributed part of the delay to “non-preparedness” within the Ministry before the 
commencement of the loan period. 

 CAG    द            ऋ                                  ―       ‖           

 The PAC members echoed this during the meeting, questioning the government over the 
absence of a central monitoring mechanism and gaps in due diligence. 

 PAC  द               द         द      ,                               औ        

                                           

 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations   

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F U.S. Supreme Court rejects Trump tariffs 

   .  .                                       द  

21F India joins U.S.-led tech alliance to build supply chains for electronics and critical 
minerals 

 भ                 औ                                                       .  .-      

                               

21F India took part as ‗observer‘ in the first Board of Peace for Gaza meeting, says MEA 

 भ                                            ‗       ‘                   , MEA    

    

21F Modi holds talks with UN chief, other world leaders 
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   द     UN      औ                               

21F Poland withdraws from treaty banning anti-personnel mines 

              -                                             

21F ‗As dynamic economies, India, Brazil can‘t remain distant‘ 

 ‗                         , भ    औ        द               ‘ 
 

 

21F. U.S. Supreme Court rejects Trump tariffs 

   .  .                                       द  

 The ruling nullifies ‗reciprocal‘ tariffs Trump imposed utilising an emergency powers 
law 

 य      य    „       ‟                                             य                 य   

                 

 The Supreme Court declared that only Congress has the power to impose taxes, 
including tariffs 

 स             घ                   द      स                   ,   स                     

 The Treasury collected more than $133 billion from the import taxes the President imposed 

                        स  $133     य  स                                य  

 The United States Supreme Court struck down President Donald Trump‟s far-reaching global 
tariffs on Friday, handing him a significant loss on an issue crucial to his economic agenda. 

 स य                  स                                                                    

   ,   सस                                                            

 The 6-3 decision centres on tariffs imposed under an emergency powers law, including 
the sweeping ―reciprocal‖ tariffs he levied on nearly every other country, such as India. 

 6-3        य                                    य                             ,   स        

“       ”                                        ,   स      ,          

 It‟s the first major piece of Mr. Trump‟s broad agenda to come squarely before the nation‟s 
highest court, which he helped shape with the appointments of three conservative jurists in 
his first term. 

 य                                                  स            स             स      य , 

  स                     य                 द                 य   य      स                    

    

 The Treasury had collected more than $133 billion from the import taxes the President has 
imposed under the emergency powers law as of December, federal data shows. 
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                  स  ,             स                    य                                     

             स  $133     य  स                   

 The tariff decision doesn‟t stop Mr. Trump from imposing duties under other laws. 

 य            य                                          स              

 Mr. Trump set what he called “reciprocal” tariffs on most countries in April 2025 to address 
trade deficits, which he declared a national emergency. 

                   2025                               “       ”          ,  स                

स                          य ,   स              य         घ       य   

 Those came after he imposed duties on Canada, China and Mexico, ostensibly to address a 
drug trafficking emergency. 

 य                       ,     औ                    ,         स           

           स                    

 However, Justices Samuel Alito, Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh dissented. 

        ,                     ,            औ                 स            

 “The tariffs at issue here may or may not be wise policy. But as a matter of text, history, and 
precedent, they are clearly lawful,” Justice Kavanaugh wrote. 

 “य                             य  य    य       स                             ,        औ        

           ,          स           ,”                         

 

21F. India joins U.S.-led tech alliance to build supply chains for electronics and 
critical minerals 

 भ                 औ                                                       .  .-

                                     

 India joined the Pax Silica group on Friday, teaming up with the United States and 
other countries that have sought to build a common supply chain for electronics and 
critical minerals. 

                   Pax Silica स                                    औ              स   
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स          ,                   औ                                                        

 य स   य   

 At an event during the AI Impact Summit, Union Minister for Electronics and 
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw signed a document formally including India 
in the group, along with U.S. Undersecretary of State for economic growth, energy, and 
the environment Jacob Helberg. 

 AI                          य      ,                 औ                            

                                 स                       स  स               य   य , 

स                            ,      औ               -                              

    

 Pax Silica‘s other signatories include Canada, Japan, South Korea, and the European 
Union. 

 Pax Silica                           ,      , द          , औ                        

 They have sought to make their supply chains more resilient to shocks from China, which has 
exercised its leverage over the last year as the sole source of refined rare earth elements, to 
gain an upper hand in trade negotiations with the U.S. 

                                    स                                               य स 

  य    ,   स                           द   भ                                                  

 य     य ,        .  .                              स        स    

 India was not a signatory at the initial summit for reasons that remain unconfirmed. 

              स               स                               ,                     

 

21F. India took part as 
‗observer‘ in the first Board 

of Peace for Gaza meeting, 
says MEA 

 भ                             

               ‗       ‘    

               , MEA        

 A day after an Indian 
diplomat participated in the first 
meeting of the Board of Peace for 
Gaza in Washington D.C., the 
Ministry of External Affairs said 
India was there as an ―observer‖. 

     द    द       भ      

                      .  .         

                                

   भ       ,      द                 

   भ            ―       ‖       

       द     

 The official spokesperson of 
the Ministry, Randhir Jaiswal, 
reiterated India‟s position on the 
Palestinian issue and said India 
stood for a ―sovereign, 
independent, and viable state of 
Palestine based on 1967 borders‖. 

                        ,             ,                     भ            द      औ  

       भ    1967                        भ ,      औ                           
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 ―India attended the Board of Peace meeting held in Washington D.C. as an observer. 
India has supported the Gaza Peace Plan initiative of President Trump and the efforts 
underway due to UNSC resolution 2803,” he said in response to a question on India‟s 

presence in the meeting. 

 “भ                  .  .                                   य                     य   

                                  य            स       य     औ  UNSC      2803        

        य स      स       य    ,”                                  स                    

 India did not initially sign a statement critical of Israel that was endorsed by 85 member 
states. 

 भ                                                                    औ       85 

 द                 द           

 But, more than 24 hours later, India signed the statement that was read out by the Palestinian 
Ambassador to the UN criticising the Israeli government for its policy of expanding 
settlements in the West Bank. 

      , 24                द, भ                                             द      

                 ,                                                                

                

 Israel‟s recent decisions asking existing Palestinian landholders of the West Bank for proof of 
ownership and facilitating outside settlers to acquire land in the enclave have drawn strong 
condemnation from multiple quarters. 

                       ,                       द           भ                       

               औ                  भ                     द    ,                      द  

           

 

21F. Modi holds talks with UN chief, other world leaders 

   द     UN      औ                               

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday held bilateral talks with 
top leaders of Mauritius and Slovakia. 

                  द                      औ                             

स                    

 Mr. Modi also held a meeting with UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres and discussed how the global body can play a 

“constructive role” in making use of artificial intelligence inclusive. 

      द     UN                             स              औ  इस         

                    स                (AI)                              

          भ           स        

 The Prime Minister met Mr. Guterres and other leaders on the 
sidelines of the AI Impact Summit. 

              AI Impact Summit                     औ            स  

            

 Following his talks with Mauritius Prime Minister Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam, Mr. Modi said both sides would continue to work in close 

cooperation to ensure regional security and prosperity. 

                                       स                ,                

   द            य       औ        स                                   

       

 Mr. Modi also described Mauritius as a vital partner in India‘s 
MAHASAGAR vision. 

      द                       MAHASAGAR                   स          

                 य   

 Mr. Modi said he and Slovak President Peter Pellegrini 

discussed bilateral cooperation in areas of defence, space and digital 
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public infrastructure. 

      द                   औ                                         ,        औ         

                                                       

21F. Poland withdraws from treaty banning anti-
personnel mines 

              -                                    

         

 Poland will use anti-personnel as well as anti-tank 
land mines to defend its eastern border against the 
growing threat from Russia, Poland‟s deputy Defence 
Minister said on Friday, as the country officially left the 1997 
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty, also known as the Ottawa 
Convention. 

                                        -       औ      -    

                        ,                          ,       

                               ,       द                

   1997        -                        ,                  

भ             ,                 

 

21F. ‗As dynamic economies, India, Brazil can‘t remain distant‘ 

 ‗                         , भ    औ        द               ‘ 

 Bilateral trade between Brazil and India reached its peak in 2025, but it remains far below 

its true potential, says Brazilian President Lula da Silva, who is accompanied by the country‟s 
largest-ever business delegation of 600 representatives to the Brazil-India Business Forum, 
highlighting the role of private-sector collaboration in driving economic growth; Lula 
warns against ‗digital colonialism‘. 

       औ  भ                        2025                         ,               

                      ,                       द             ,         -भ           

        600                    द                                                   ,    
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                                    भ                      ;         ‗       

         द‘                  द   

 Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva is in India on a four-day visit with the largest-
ever delegation, underscoring the momentum in relations between the two countries. 

                                    द            द     द       भ         ,          

                  ,    द     द                               द          

 During your visit to New Delhi, what concrete measures and agreements are expected to 
deepen and diversify trade between India and Brazil? 

          द   द       द    , भ    औ                             औ                 

                    औ                  ? 

 Bilateral trade between Brazil and India reached its highest level in 2025, but it remains far 
below its true potential. 

       औ  भ                        2025                         ,               

                        

 India has 1.4 billion people and Brazil has 215 million. 

 भ       1.4               औ           215                

 It makes no sense for our trade to be only $15 billion. 

                     $15                                      

 That is why significantly expanding our trade flows is one of the main objectives of this visit. 

                                                     द                               

 We will sign several agreements to achieve this goal. 

                                              

 We will sign agreements on critical minerals — the first of its kind to be signed by Brazil — 
and on small and medium-sized enterprises, a sector that generates millions of jobs. 

                                   —                                   — औ       

औ              ,                                           

 Because it is the private sector, through partnerships and joint projects, that will transform the 
excellent relationship we have with India into shared prosperity for our societies.  

                     ,     द    औ                             ,          भ           

                                                 द  द     

 Two of the world‟s largest democracies, with extraordinarily diverse cultures and dynamic 
economies, have an obligation to build a much closer relationship. 

 द         द                 ,                      औ                         ,    

                                     

 What is the importance of India for Brazil‟s long-term economic strategy? 

          द                             भ                ? 

 Diversifying trade partnerships with both emerging and traditional economies is a central part 
of Brazil‟s strategy. 

  भ    औ                                      द                             

                            

 In this, we have a strong convergence with India. 

     ,       औ  भ                           

 This convergence now needs to translate into concrete results. 

                                 द                  

 We in Mercosur have signed a partnership agreement with the European Union. 

   ,          ,                              द                            

 We now need to make the expansion of the Mercosur-India trade agreement a reality. 

              -भ                                                  

 We have complementary interests in areas such as biofuels, artificial intelligence, 
science and technology, defence, the space industry, and health. 

                   ,              ,       औ          ,    ,             औ           

                      

 We both stand for fair, multilateral, open, and rules-based trade, anchored in the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 
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    द         ,       ,      औ      -                        ,                    

(WTO)               

 How can Brazil and India lead broader cooperation among Global South countries in the field 
of AI, ensuring equitable access to technology, joint development, and rules that serve their 
interests? 

       औ  भ              द                                                      

       ,                                            ,             औ                

                       ? 

 We must avoid a new form of colonialism: digital colonialism. 

              द                       :                 द  

 The development of artificial intelligence is irreversible, but it cannot become a privilege of a 
few countries, nor a tool of manipulation in the hands of billionaires. 

                                     ,              द                                , 

                                            

 Brazil and India are interested in an emancipatory artificial intelligence — one that 
reflects the face of the Global South, strengthens cultural diversity, and serves as a 
tool for peace, not war. 

       औ  भ            द                                      —                 

      द        ,                                  , औ                                 

 We need every chip, every algorithm, to carry the mark of social inclusion. 

           ,                                                    

 To achieve this, we need intergovernmental governance of artificial intelligence. 

                      ,                          -                          

 It is urgent that the United Nations be at the centre of this debate, and that all states have a 
seat at the table. 

                                                  , औ   भ                 भ           

           

 Our countries have the conditions to be at the forefront of this agenda, as demonstrated by 
the AI Impact Summit organised by the Indian government. 

       द                                                   ,         भ                 

                         द         

 Brazil has emphasised the importance of India‟s upcoming BRICS presidency in 2026. 

          2026    भ             BRICS                      द       

 What are your expectations regarding India‟s leadership in the bloc? 

        भ                                        द    ? 

 Brazil handed over the BRICS presidency to India in 2026. 

          2026    BRICS       भ            द   

 I am confident that India‟s presidency will carry forward important Brazilian initiatives for 
cooperation within the bloc, in areas such as health and the fight against socially determined 
diseases, climate change, and artificial intelligence. 

                  भ                    भ                                            

          ,         ,                                               ,                

औ                 

 As for global governance, we are witnessing an unprecedented collapse of multilateralism. 

                       ,          द     भ                       

 The paralysis of the United Nations and its Security Council has contributed to the rise in 
armed conflicts around the world, to levels not seen since the end of the Second World War. 

            औ                 द              द      भ                             द   

 द     ,                                        द      द         

 BRICS has a very important role to play in this process. 

             BRICS                भ          

 The group is a defender of multilateralism and has legitimacy in the debates on a renewed 
governance, in which the voice of the Global South carries weight. 

               द           औ                                         ,            
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 Brazil and India agree that global governance institutions must reflect the new multipolar 
reality of the 21st century and effectively promote peace. 

       औ  भ                                     21     द                         

                        औ   भ                         द           

 We are countries that have traditionally advocated reform of the Council. 

        द                            द                                

 It makes no sense, at this stage of the 21st century, for the Security Council not to include 
India, Brazil, and African countries as permanent members. 

 21     द              ,           द    भ   ,       औ        द              द        

                                         

 We fully support India‟s BRICS presidency in advancing these objectives. 

                              भ       BRICS                              

 Mercosur-India trade agreement is expected to be discussed during your visit.  

       -भ                         द       द                       

 Do you see this trip as a decisive moment to advance this framework? 

                                                                  ? 

 When I took office again as President of Brazil, at the beginning of 2023, I made a 
commitment to open new markets and build trade partnerships around the world. 

         2023                                               द   भ   ,                  

      औ  द      भ               द                           

 In three years, we have opened more than 500 markets and, through Mercosur, signed 
important trade agreements with the European Union (EU), EFTA, and Singapore. 

           ,      500                       औ                                (EU), EFTA, 

औ                                               

 These agreements are multilateralism‟s response to protectionism and to the logic of trade 
wars that impoverish countries and increase inequality. 

                 द           द औ                                              ,    

द                      औ                    

 Prime Minister Modi shares a very similar view to ours on the importance of trade 
agreements. 

            द                                                                         

 It is in this spirit that expanding the Mercosur-India Agreement, in force since 2009, is one of 
the priorities of my visit. 

    भ       , 2009     भ          -भ                            द                        

                

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED  21 February 2026 

21F Gen Z and the dynamics of democratic engagement 

    Z औ              भ                  

21F Net FDI into India negative for fourth straight month 

 भ           FDI                           

21F Govt. announces 7 additional measures under Export Promotion Mission 

                                   7                           

21F ‗EU, U.S. trade deals to boost economy; growth resilient‘ 

 ‗   ,   .  .                               द   ;         ‘ 

21F Core sector growth slows to 4% in Jan., casts shadow on IIP 

                           4%        , IIP        
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21F. Gen Z and the dynamics of democratic engagement 

    Z औ              भ                  

 Democracies across the globe have been witnessing backsliding and counter-narratives 
have not been too successful in arresting the malaise. In this context, Generation Z, or Gen 
Z (those born roughly between 1997 and 2012), has emerged as a renewed source of 
hope at a time when many people had begun to resign themselves to authoritarian regimes 
and their unresponsive governance. 

    य                                       औ               इस                      स   

             इस स               Z    Gen Z (  भ  1997    2012               )           

                       ,  स स य                द       औ                        

                           

 In Bangladesh (2024) and Nepal (2025), Gen Z has spearheaded regime-challenging 
protests, mobilising around issues of corruption, transparency and institutional 
accountability. 

     द   (2024) औ        (2025)    Gen Z                   द                द               

  य ,          ,    द      औ             द                          

 These sporadic protests proved to be more effective than the earlier round of such mass 
protests, examples being the Occupy Wall Street in the United States (2011), the Arab 
Spring (the early 2010s), and the Brazilian Spring (2013). 

य                              स                                भ    स       ,              
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                                        (2011),          (2010              ), औ  

              (2013)  

 Some of these protests hit the headlines but did not make effective policy changes, leave 
alone regime change. So, how do we make sense of such sudden eruptions? 

इ    स                                        भ            द            स  ,              

                         स         भ          स  स   ? 

 Every generation recalibrates ethics, values and social practices in a manner that is 
distinct from the previous generations. Therefore, it takes time to make sense of what the 
new generations think and say — the ingredients of old practices and imagination melt into a 

new recipe. 

               ,       औ                               य   स            स     स            

    इस    य  स        स य                          स     औ          —              औ  

                    स                   

 To begin with, Gen Z is an uncanny combination of radical individualism and social 
indifference, but with less prejudice and a less jaundiced view of the world. It is too 
removed to be myopic, too nonchalant to be emotional, and too indifferent to be prejudiced 
and discriminatory. 

        , Gen Z          द औ           द                   स य      ,       इस   

           औ  द                                   य                                 

  , भ                          स     , औ                  भ दभ                                

 Gen Z seems to believe in a worldview that the ‗personal is political‘ but political is not 
personal. It is not involved in worldly affairs but that does not mean it lacks a worldview. 

Gen Z     स                   स                      ‗                    ‘       

                        य                                       ,       इस       य       

   इस                        

 Being political seems to matter the most in its personal conduct and the way it is treated. 

इस              औ   स   स                                        स स               

              

 In essence, it operates primarily as exemplars rather than as emissaries. 

       स , य        द              द                  य           

 It believes in living rather than making propositions — and, therefore, not ideologically 
motivated — and in making practical sense of the world. 

य                                स         — औ  इस                                    

—         य                                 स          

 It responds readily to lived hierarchies but that does not necessarily reflect a structural 
understanding of those hierarchies. 

य           भ         द                      य         ,       य                  

                     य     स               

 Gen Z avoids making moral judgments about the world. 

Gen Z     य                              स           

 It also makes people within this generation more active in the virtual world than the real one. 

य  इस                             य               भ    द              स  य           

 They find it more agreeable to work and express their views on virtual platforms than attend 

physical meets to interact. 

    भ                      औ                          स          ,    य                

                

 This instinct to avoid thick face-to-face interaction has an impact on the nature of protest 
and in imagining democratic futures. 

        -          द स          य                     औ            भ            

                  

 It is for this reason that Gen Z is more at home with sporadic and episodic protests than 
organised movements; their protests are leaderless and without pronounced ideological 
frames. 

इस       Gen Z स                     य        औ                 द              स   

  ;                       औ                                        
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A comparison of protests 

       द               

 The difference becomes clear when one compares the farmers‘ movement (2020-24) with 
the Gen Z protests. 

           द    (2020-24)          Gen Z           द      स                                

    

 The farmers were formally organised, had a sustained leadership and pronounced 

demands. 

  स   औ          स  स        ,        स            औ                

 They could sustain a movement for years. 

                            स    

 In comparison, Gen Z protests fizzle out and disappear without a trace but nevertheless 

leave a great impact behind. 

इस         , Gen Z           द                   औ                स              ,           

                    

 Gen Z is the first self-confident generation in post-independent India but also the most 
anxious one. 

Gen Z       -       भ                            ,       स      स स                 

    

 Gen Z is a result of both sustained social democratisation and fast disappearing economic 
opportunities. 

Gen Z                           औ       स  घ                               

 Sustained democratisation has allowed Gen Z to be more open about „self‟ introspection. 

                     Gen Z    „ ‟                              य      

 The people of this generation are at ease with counselling and therapy; therefore, mental 
health-related issues are pronounced. 

इस                       औ            स   स     ; इस                                 

       

 Gen Z is more conscious and wants to overcome the battles of ‗mental despair‘. 

Gen Z      स      औ  ‗             ‘       इय                         

 The New York Times reported a sense of ―mental despair‖ not only among unemployed 
youth but also among those employed, many of whom find their workplaces toxic and 
experience routine anomie. 

द                ―             ‖                      ,                  य                 

                                 ,       स            य                       औ    य    

                          

 Finally, one unmistakable feature of Gen Z is the connect between its self-representation 
or identity and pronounced consumption patterns. 

     , Gen Z                   स    -                  औ       भ                

          

 Market is integral to its self-making and social imaginaries that challenge/disturb the 
ascriptive identities of caste and religion. 

       स    -       औ                                         औ                

                    /                

 With a greater reach of market, technology and education, Gen Z follows global fashion 
trends, technological innovations and looks for newer educational opportunities. 

     ,       औ                       स   Gen Z                  ,                    

   स           औ                                   

 All of this makes Gen Z more secularised but inward-looking, and giving undue importance 
to personal choices. 

य  स  Gen Z                                          , औ                        
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 Possessing the latest iPhone is seen as a great equaliser, transcending the complex 
debates surrounding class inequality. 

       iPhone                                      ,                                स  

ऊ               

 Access to information is a greater source of dignity than the caste and religion one is 
born into. 

                                            ,    य  स      औ           स              

    

 However, engagement with fast-changing technologies and information may contribute to 
hyper-nationalism and the propagation of empty rhetoric of the glorious past. 

       ,      स              औ           स                  द औ                     

                   स      य         स        

 The rise of hyper-nationalism today is less concerned with the chauvinistic superiority 
that Tagore worried about and more focused on projecting ambitious claims about future 
possibilities. 

            द      य                            द        स             औ  भ       

  भ                    द                                    

 India might be a poor country yet has launched space missions; despite grave 
inequalities, it also maintains a notable presence in Silicon Valley. 

भ            द      स      ,         स                         ;   भ                

      ,                                                 

 Gen Z will continue to disappoint us with responses we expect, yet surprise us with 
responses we have not yet thought about. 

Gen Z                                         ,                                    

                    भ       भ           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
3 

21F. Net FDI into India 
negative for fourth straight 

month 

 भ           FDI             

              

 Reserve Bank of India data 
show gross foreign direct investment 
into India stood at a five-month high, 
but was overshadowed by outflows. 

 भ                                   , 

भ             द              (FDI) 

                           ,       

                    भ           

 Net foreign direct investment 
(FDI) remained negative for the fourth 
consecutive month in December 2025, 
coming in at -$1.6 billion, due to 
repatriation by foreign companies in 
India and outward investments by 
Indian companies exceeding the 
amount of direct investment entering 
the country, an analysis of the latest 
data from the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) show. 

       द              (FDI)  द     

2025                              

   ,    -$1.6              ,       

भ         द                             

औ  भ                    द          

            द                        

       ,           RBI           

                       

 According to the RBI data, 
gross inflows of direct investment 
stood at a five-month high of $8.6 
billion in December 2025, which was 
also 17.2% higher than in December 
2024. 

 RBI                    ,  द     2025 

                         $8.6                                      ,     द     2024 

            17.2%          

 ―Gross inward FDI remained robust in December, with Singapore, the Netherlands and 
Mauritius accounting for more than 80% of total inflows,” the RBI noted in its monthly 

bulletin report. 

 ― द                  FDI          ,               ,   द       औ                     

   80%               द  ,‖ RBI                                            

 “The major recipient sectors were transport, manufacturing, computer services, and electricity 
and other energy generation, distribution and transmission.” 

 ―                  :       ,         ,              , औ                       द , 

      औ        ‖ 

 Outward investments by Indian companies increased to $2.7 billion December, up 
30.5% over December 2024 and 78% higher than in November 2025. 

 भ                      द           द        $2.7                 ,     द     2024    

         30.5%      औ        2025             78%          
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 ―For outward FDI, key destinations were Singapore, the U.S., the UAE, the U.K. and the 
Netherlands and the major sectors included financial, insurance and business 
services, and wholesale/retail trade, restaurants, and hotels,” the report noted. 

 ―  द    FDI                    :         ,        , UAE,       औ    द      , औ          

  :      ,      औ                 ,    /  द        ,        

औ      ,‖                    

 In earlier editions of the report, the RBI had said that 
uncertainty over the India-U.S. trade agreement and the 50% 
tariffs had led to investor hesitation. 

                          , RBI              भ   -              

       औ  50%                                          

  ―Foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) staged a 

comeback in February with investor sentiments turning around 
following the India-EU free trade agreement and the interim 
India-U.S. trade deal,” the report said. 

 ―           द                     (FPI)            ,       

भ   -                     औ         भ   -              

  द       द        भ      द    , ‖                    

21F. Govt. announces 7 additional measures 
under Export Promotion Mission 

                                   7        

                   

 The Ministry of Commerce on Friday introduced 
seven additional measures under the Export Promotion 
Mission which is meant to strengthen micro, medium and 
small enterprises (MSMEs) to compete in global markets. 

                                                    7 

                   ,               ,     औ      

      (MSMEs)                                             

         

 According to a statement from the Ministry, the 
interventions would seek to “address structural constraints faced 
by MSMEs including high cost of capital, limited access to 
diversified trade finance instruments, compliance burdens in 
international markets, logistics disadvantages, and barriers to 
market entry”. 

                         ,         MSMEs                 

                    द                     ,               : 

             ,                                      , 

                                 ,                औ  

                         

 The measures seek to enable exporters to access new 
markets or those with higher element of risk, through varied risk-
sharing mechanisms and credit instruments. 

                                                             

                                   ,    भ       -        

    औ                            

 Aiming to provide credit assistance to e-commerce exporters, the provisions would 
offer structured credit facilities that would provide interest subvention and partial 
credit guarantees. 

  -                                 द                  ,                                 

 द        ,               औ                     द     
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 Among them, the direct e-commerce credit facility, meant to provide working capital as 
an avenue for risk mitigation, would provide support up to ₹50 lakh with 90% guarantee 
coverage. 

     ,         -                  ,                                                 , 

₹50               द        ,       90%                    

 The overseas inventory credit facility would extend support of up to ₹5 crore with 75% 
guarantee coverage. 

                            ₹5                द        ,       75%              

      

 For both, an interest subsidy of 2.75% would be available. 

 द           , 2.75%                          

 This is subject to entities not breaching the upper limit of ₹15 lakh per applicant in a year.  

                  भ                      द  ₹15                                  

 “These structured mechanisms aim to strengthen exporter confidence and liquidity flows,” the 
Ministry explained. 

 ―                                 औ                                          ,‖ 

                  

 Welcoming the move, the Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) said this would 
“significantly ease working capital pressures”. 

     द                 ,                                      (FIEO)           

                  द          द             

 “Lower cost of finance and improved liquidity cycles will enable MSMEs to price competitively, 
accept larger orders and strengthen their credibility with overseas buyers. Shared-risk credit 
mechanisms are also expected to encourage first-time exporters and promote product and 
market diversification,” the industry body observed. 

 ―             औ                 MSMEs                      ,                

     औ    द       द                                                                  

                                 औ     द                            द          द   ,‖ 

                   

 To support exporters, institute warehouses overseas and fulfill infrastructure, the latest 
measures will provide up to 30% of the approved project cost. 

                द        द   औ              द                                द        ,        

           द                   30%     द          

21F. ‗EU, U.S. trade deals to boost economy; 

growth resilient‘ 

 ‗   ,   .  .                               द   ; 

        ‘ 

 India‟s free trade deals with the European Union and the 
U.S. are likely to play a significant role for the economy in the 
coming years, as foreign portfolio investments and the rupee 
staged a comeback post the two announcements, the RBI‟s 

bulletin said. 

 भ                   औ    .  .                             

                                   भ        भ         , 

      द               द   द                     औ          

      द     ,                           

 Industrial activity remained strong, and the services 
sector sustained its healthy growth. 

 औ                           , औ                     

                         

 The Union Budget 2026-27 reaffirmed the 
government‘s commitment to fiscal consolidation without 
diluting the focus on long-term growth, with stepped-up 
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allocation towards capital expenditure, said the article on the state of the economy. 

           2026-27                                              द      ,      

द                         ,                                      ,                

                

21F. Core sector growth slows to 
4% in Jan., casts shadow on IIP 

                           4%    

    , IIP        

 Production growth of India‟s eight key 
infrastructure sectors slowed to a two-month 
low of 4% in January, as per official data. 

 भ                                  

   द                द                    

4%              ,                    

        

 It was 5.1% in January 2025 and 
4.7% in December 2025. 

          2025    5.1% औ   द     2025    

4.7%     

 Crude oil and natural gas output 
recorded negative growth in January. 

         औ                    द        

                द       

 Production of refinery products remained flat. 

             द         द           

 Production growth of coal and cement moderated to 3.1% and 10.7% during the month 

under review against 4.6% and 14.3%, respectively, in January 2025. 

       औ              द           3.1% औ  10.7%             ,            2025 

        4.6% औ  14.3%     

 However, fertilizer, steel and electricity output recorded a positive growth during the month. 

        ,      ,      औ              द                        द       

 During the April-January of this fiscal, growth of core sector industries was down to 2.8%, 
compared with 4.5% a year earlier. 

                     -         द    ,                         2.8%          ,      

            4.5%     

  “Given the trends in core output, IIP (Index of Industrial Production) growth is likely to slow 
down in January, although we expect the growth in the non-core part of the IIP to continue 
to outperform core industries‘ output, as was the trend in Q3 FY2026..” 

 ―       द               द       , IIP (औ         द         )                       

          भ       ,               द            IIP       -                               

   द                             ,         Q3 FY2026            ‖ 
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21F AI can help India achieve Visit Bharat goal, but poses high risk to jobs: IMF chief 
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21F. AI can help India achieve 
Visit Bharat goal, but poses high 

risk to jobs: IMF chief 

 AI भ       Viksit Bharat    

               दद           , 

                               

  द         : IMF      

 IMF Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva on Friday said artificial 
intelligence could lift global growth by 0.8% 
and help India achieve the Viksit Bharat 
goal, but poses significant risk of 
displacement of jobs and financial stability. 

 IMF           द                        

                               (AI)       

    स    0.8%                औ       

   Viksit Bharat       स              

   स      ,       य                     

औ                                    

         

 While being optimistic about the 
technology, Ms. Georgieva cautioned 
against “sugarcoating” the impact of AI and 
called for striking a balance between 
building and managing AI as a “force for 
good, or a force for evil”. 

 AI                           ,             

इस                                  स  

स                         औ  AI    ‗     

                        ‘          

       औ                     स      

                य   

 “AI can lift up global growth by almost a percentage point. We say 0.8%.  

 AI creates potential for countries that go fast on digital infrastructure, skills, and adoption 
of AI, and countries must embrace the opportunities, while being mindful of the risks. 

               AI                   भ         द                            ,      औ  AI 

               स             , औ                                 ,                     

            

Three major risks 

                

 “I am very optimistic about AI. I‟m also not naive, it brings significant risks,” she said while 
listing out three major risks from AI. 

 “   AI                               भ           , य                       ,”            औ  AI    

                    स        य   

 First, it brings the risk of making countries and the world less fair as some countries will have 
the technology and others would not, and the other is the risk of financial stability, wherein AI 
could get loose and create havoc on financial markets. 

     , य  द     औ  द                                                             स य  
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           औ           स     , औ    स                          ,   स   AI                

                         -             स        

 Also, it brings the risk of displacement of jobs with no good thinking about how to help people 
find their place in the new AI economy. 

 इस        , य                                        , औ  य  स          स               

            AI                                

 “We calculated this risk as very high. We actually see the impact of AI on the labour market 
like a tsunami hitting it. Globally, 40% of jobs will be affected by AI, some enhanced, others 
eliminated. In emerging markets 40%, but in advanced economies, 60%. And that is 
happening over a relatively short period of time,” Ms. Georgieva said. 

 “     इस                                  AI                 भ                   

                     , 40%             AI              ,                ,     स           

 भ               40%,                  60%  औ  य                              ,” 

                 

 An IMF research on how AI is affecting the labour market showed that in the United States, 
one in 10 jobs already requires additional skills and for those who have the skills, the job pays 
better. 

 IMF              य      य   य     AI                   भ              ,            10    

                                          औ          स य         ,                

                    

21F. New IIT-M 
technique to 
accurately measure 

blood clotting time 
will help implant 
makers 

    IIT-M          

                  

               

      ,                

    दद       

 Researchers at 
the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Madras 
have secured a patent for 
a technique that uses 

changes in reflected light on the surface of implants to detect blood clot formation. 

 भ                    ,      (IIT-M)                                                

  ,                                         द                                     

          

 While it will allow manufacturers to use this technique while researching the viability of 
materials to be used for implants, it also could also be used to test water purity, among other 
applications, the researchers claimed. 

              द                                                                       

                          दद      , औ                     ,                       

            भ                          

Improving clot testing 
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 Haemocompatibility is the ability of a material or medical device to interface with blood 
without inducing adverse reactions, including clotting. 

 Haemocompatibility   स        य                   य                               

                        ,   स          ,                     स   ** 

 It is an important parameter to be considered before developing any material to fashion a 
device — including stents, heart valves and catheters — that will come into contact with 
blood. 

 **य                           स    स                          स                        , 

        ,  द      औ           स                   य        औ                       

 The haemocompatibility test also helps to plan for and titrate the dose of anticoagulation 
medicine to be given to a patient, post surgery. 

 **Hemocompatibility                  द          द            anticoagulation द      

                     औ                   भ   दद          

 This is where IIT-M researchers have stepped in, to offer an optics-based solution to improve 
the accuracy of this test. 

      IIT-M                  द     ,                                            -

                               

 “When blood comes into contact with a foreign material (as used in implants) it begins to clot. 

 ―             द          (                               )                   ,       

                  

 Despite several technological advancements in biomedical devices, issues related to 
thrombosis remain a persistent challenge. 

 "                                                    द,                            

                       ,"   

 The two techniques in use today — the mechanical tilting method, and the free haemoglobin 
method — are not precise, she said. 

                                    द         — mechanical tilting method औ  free 

haemoglobin method —               

 


